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FOREWORD

(� ÄN\YL� SPRL� :HYH� 7LUU� HUK� H� Z[VYL� SPRL� 2UVIRLYY`� VɈLY� H� KPZ[PUJ[�
entry point to histories of art and histories of how we live.  
The accounts in Sara Penn’s Knobkerry: An Oral History Sourcebook cast 
7LUU� HZ� HU� HY[PZ[�� \UWHYHSSLSLK� HUK� PUÅ\LU[PHS� KLZPNULY�� WPVULLYPUN� )SHJR�
I\ZPULZZV^ULY��L_HJ[PUN�JVUUVPZZL\Y��HUK�NLULYV\Z�TLU[VY��;V�YLHK�[OLZL�
VYHS� OPZ[VY`� PU[LY]PL^Z�HSVUNZPKL� [OL�HWWLUKP_�VM� PTHNLZ� PZ� [V�\UKLYZ[HUK�
2UVIRLYY`»Z�HLZ[OL[PJ�HZ�H�WP]V[HS�OHYIPUNLY�VM�[OL�M\[\YL��7LUU»Z�]PZPVU�SLHW[�
IL`VUK� [OL�JVUZ[YPJ[PUN�HUK�L_JS\ZPVUHY`�JVUKP[PVUZ�VM�WVZ[^HY�(TLYPJHU�
PKLU[P[`� [V� KLZJYPIL� H� T\JO� SHYNLY� ^VYSK� VM� ZVJPHS� WYHJ[PJL�� HY[�� [L_[\YL��
pattern, and music, especially for herself and her peers at a time when a new 
NSVIHS�J\S[\YL�^HZ�ILNPUUPUN�[V�WHZZ�[OYV\NO�5L^�@VYR�

We are grateful to Svetlana Kitto, who conceived and developed this 
WYVQLJ[�^P[O�NYLH[�JHYL�HUK�H[[LU[PVU�[V�:HYH�7LUU»Z�SPML�HUK�SLNHJ �̀�HUK�[V�
HSS�VM�7LUU»Z�JVSSLHN\LZ�HUK�MYPLUKZ�^OV�WHY[PJPWH[LK�PU�2P[[V»Z�VYHS�OPZ[VY`�
PU[LY]PL^Z��;OHUR� `V\� [V� 3\J`� -SPU[�� THUHNPUN� LKP[VY� VM� [OPZ� W\ISPJH[PVU��
^OVZL� [PYLSLZZ�^VYR� OHZ�ILLU� JY\JPHS� PU� IHSHUJPUN� [OL� ZOHYW� YLJVSSLJ[PVUZ�
and murkier impressions that constitute any history. SculptureCenter and 
5L^�@VYR�*VUZVSPKH[LK� HYL� OVUVYLK� HUK� O\TISLK� [V� WSH`� H� ZTHSS� YVSL� PU�
Z\WWVY[PUN�[OPZ�WYVQLJ[�PU�[OL�OVWLZ�[OH[�7LUU»Z�SLNHJ`�ILJVTLZ�TVYL�SLNPISL�
and present in our minds today. 
 

Kyle Dancewicz
Interim Director, SculptureCenter 

Camille Crain Drummond
Editorial Director, New York Consolidated
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INTRODUCTION

SVETLANA KITTO

;OL� Z[VY`� VM� 2UVIRLYY`� PZ� [OL� Z[VY`� VM� [OL� SH[L� :HYH�
Penn (1927–2020), a Black artist-designer-curator-
entrepreneur whose monumental yet under-known 
impact on the cultural landscape of downtown New 
@VYR� PZ� [OL�Z\IQLJ[�VM� [OPZ�IVVR��7LUU�VWLULK� [OL�ÄYZ[�
SVJH[PVU�VM�2UVIRLYY`� PU�� ����LZ[HISPZOPUN� P[�HZ�VUL�VM�
[OL�ÄYZ[�Z[VYLZ�PU�[OL�<UP[LK�:[H[LZ�[V�ZLSS�L[OUVNYHWOPJ�
HY[��VIQLJ[Z��HUK�JSV[OPUN�MYVT�HSS�V]LY�[OL�^VYSK��(JYVZZ�
its multiple locations over the years––its last iteration 
JSVZLK� H[� [OL� LUK� VM� [OL� TPSSLUUP\T¶¶2UVIRLYY`� ^HZ�
H� IYPJR�HUK�TVY[HY� Ä_[\YL� VM� [OL� KV^U[V^U� ZJLUL�� 
a favorite among an ever-changing group of Village 
artists, musicians, dancers, actors, and designers up to 
P[Z�SHZ[�IYLH[O��

;OPZ� ]VS\TL� JHSSZ� VU� VYHS� OPZ[VY`»Z� \UPX\L� WV^LY� [V�
YLZ\YYLJ[�WSHJLZ�MYVT�[OL�WHZ[�PU�VYKLY�[V�IYPUN�\Z�H�SP[[SL�
JSVZLY�[V�[OL�2UVIRLYY`�\UP]LYZL�� 0U�T`� PU[LY]PL^Z�^P[O�
Sara Penn and some of her closest friends and colleagues 
(the transcriptions condensed and edited here for clarity 
HUK�YLHKHIPSP[`��� 0�ZV\NO[� [V�I\PSK�\W�H�WVY[YHP[�VM�7LUU�
]VPJL�I`�]VPJL��Z[VY`�I`�Z[VY �̀�TLTVY`�I`�TLTVY �̀�4`�
PU[LY]PL^�^P[O�7LUU�OLYZLSM�PZ�[OL�ÄYZ[�HUK�SLUN[OPLZ[��>L�
HYL�L_[YLTLS`�MVY[\UH[L�[OH[�ZOL�^HZ�HISL�[V�WHY[PJPWH[L�
PU� [OPZ�VYHS�OPZ[VY`�ILMVYL�OLY�KLH[O��HSSV^PUN�OLY� [V�IL�
[OL� ÄYZ[� HUK� MVYLTVZ[� H\[OVYP[`� VU� OLY� V^U� SPML� PU� [OPZ�
]VS\TL��;OL�HJJV\U[�UL_[� [\YUZ� [V� [OL� YLJVSSLJ[PVUZ�VM�
WLVWSL�^OV�^LYL�JSVZL�[V�7LUU�VY�OLY�WYVQLJ[��VY�IV[O��
their memories and analysis giving us some idea of 
2UVIRLYY`»Z�ILHYPUN�VU�OPZ[VYPLZ�VM�HY[�� MHZOPVU��T\ZPJ��
HUK� 5L^� @VYR�� /LY� PUÅ\LUJL� HUK� YLHJO� PZ� HSZV� ]PZPISL�
in a clientele more likely known to a general audience: 
1LHU�4PJOLS� )HZX\PH[�� 3V\PZL� )V\YNLVPZ�� +VU� *OLYY �̀�
Ornette Coleman, Mia Farrow, David Hammons, Jimi 
/LUKYP_��3LUH�/VYUL��4PJR�1HNNLY��1HUPZ�1VWSPU��>VVKPL�
King, Eartha Kitt, Marcia Marcus, Louise Nevelson, Larry 
Rivers, Sonny and Cher, Sonny Rollins, Ntozake Shange, 
Ming Smith, Yves Saint Laurent, André Leon Talley, and 
Leon Thomas were all fans, friends, and/or customers at 
VUL�[PTL�PU�[OL�SVUN�SPML�VM�2UVIRLYY �̀

Just as Sara Penn was more than a shopkeeper, 
2UVIRLYY`�^HZ�TVYL�[OHU�H�ZOVW"�0»]L�OLHYK�P[�KLZJYPILK�
as a gallery, museum, atelier, café, cultural center, salon, 
and sanctuary. In many ways, the depth of the cultural 
^VYR�[OH[�7LUU�LUHJ[LK�HUK�[OL�IYLHK[O�VM�2UVIRLYY`»Z�
PUÅ\LUJL� KLM`� KLZJYPW[PVU·`V\� Q\Z[� OHK� [V� IL� [OLYL��
0[� PZ� OHYK� [V� V]LYZ[H[L� [OL� WPVULLYPUN� ZPNUPÄJHUJL� VM� H�
Black woman owning and operating her own shop in the 
JVU[L_[�VM�5L^�@VYR»Z�3V^LY�,HZ[�:PKL�PU�[OL�TPK�� ��Z��
>P[O�2UVIRLYY �̀�7LUU�JYLH[LK�HU�PU[LYUH[PVUHS�JVU[L_[�MVY�
H�[OYP]PUN�ZJLUL�VM�YHKPJHS�HY[PZ[Z�HUK�[OPURLYZ·H�WSHJL�
where people could meet, talk, and reinvent themselves. 
;OYV\NOV\[�2UVIRLYY`»Z�[LU\YL��7LUU»Z�PJVUPJ�NHYTLU[Z�
and eclectically designed windows introduced a 
NYV\UKIYLHRPUN� HLZ[OL[PJ� VU� [OL� 3V^LY� ,HZ[� :PKL��

9PNVYV\ZS`� KL]LSVWLK�� OLY� IVSK� HLZ[OL[PJ� RLW[� WHJL�
^P[O� [OL� TVTLU[»Z� WVSP[PJHS� HUK� ZVJPHS� [YHUZMVYTH[PVU��
sensitizing and radicalizing a generation of American 
HY[PZ[Z�[V�H�NSVIHS��O`WLY�ZWPYP[\HS�WLYZWLJ[P]L��(�YLMYHPU�PU�
[OL�PU[LY]PL^Z�PZ�[OH[�7LUU»Z�NSVIHSPZT�YLÅLJ[LK�H�KLZPYL�
[V�NV�IL`VUK�[OL�SPTP[H[PVUZ�VM�[OL�LUNYHPULK�,\YVJLU[YPJ�
W\Y]PL �̂� 0U� [OL�^VYKZ�VM�7LUU»Z� SVUN[PTL� MYPLUK�+HUU`�
Dawson: “>L�^LYLU»[�PU[LYLZ[LK�PU�ILPUN�(TLYPJHU��:[PSS�
HYLU»[��(U�LUK\YPUN�JVUÅPJ[�¹

2UVIRLYY`�VWLULK� PU� [OL�TPK�� ��Z�VU�:L]LU[O�:[YLL[�
IL[^LLU�:LJVUK�HUK�;OPYK�(]LU\LZ��6]LY�[OL�JV\YZL�VM�
[OPY[`�`LHYZ��P[�TV]LK�MYVT�:[��4HYR»Z�7SHJL��HUK�WVZZPIS`�
other spots in the area) to Spring Street in SoHo to a 
SVJH[PVU� PU� 7HZHKLUH�� *HSPMVYUPH�� HUK�� ÄUHSS �̀� [V� >LZ[�
Broadway in TriBeCa, this last operation closing in the late 
�  �Z��;OL�Z[VYL�ILNHU�HZ�H�JVSSHIVYH[PVU�̂ P[O�KLZPNULYZ�
Fumi Schmidt and Olive Wong––who would go on to 
work independently––and initially focused on jewelry, 
accessories, and outer garments: gharara and salwar 
WHU[Z�MYVT�0UKPH��SLH[OLY�WLUKHU[Z�JYVJOL[LK�PU�[OL�IHJR�
VM�[OL�Z[VYL��J\Z[VT�THKL�JOVSPZ��¸N`WZ`¹�ISV\ZLZ�THKL�
VM�*OPULZL�ZPSR�HUK�ZRPY[Z�THKL�VM�7HRPZ[HUP�MHIYPJ���7LUU»Z�
JVU[YPI\[PVUZ� [V� WVW\SHY� MHZOPVU� ^LYL� VM[LU� KLZJYPILK�
HZ�¸N`WZ`¹�H[� [OL�[PTL��H�ZPNU�VM� [OL�^OP[L�THPUZ[YLHT�
WYLZZ»Z�LɈVY[Z�[V�IYHUK�OLY�NHYTLU[Z�HZ�WHY[�VM�HU�L_V[PJ�
strain in youth culture, seen today as a marker of the racial 
HUK�L[OUPJ�PUZLUZP[P]P[`�[OH[�WLYZPZ[LK�^OLU�7LUU»Z�^VYR�
^HZ�ÄYZ[�YLJLP]LK���¸7YPJLZ�Y\U�MYVT�HIV\[����MVY�H�WSHPU�
KHZOPRP� [V� ����� MVY� H� JVH[� VM� LSHIVYH[LS`� LTIYVPKLYLK�
KV^Y`�JSV[O�¹�YLWVY[LK�[OL�Christian Science Monitor in 
H�� ���Z[VY`�HIV\[�2UVIRLYY`�HUK�WHU�(MYPJHU� MHZOPVU�
[YLUKZ� [P[SLK�¸(MYPJHU�+YLZZ��5H[\YHS�/HPY�¹�)LJH\ZL� [OL�
P[LTZ�ZOL�JHYYPLK�^LYL�^VYSK�\UPX\L��JLSLIYP[`�T\ZPJPHUZ�
ÅVJRLK�[V�7LUU»Z�Z[VYL·[OL`�UL]LY�OHK�[V�^VYY`�HIV\[�
seeing their favorite garment on someone else. At the 
later iterations of the store, on Spring Street and West 
)YVHK^H �̀� M\YUP[\YL� HUK� VIQLJ[Z� ILJHTL� PUJYLHZPUNS`�
prominent, including Moroccan kilim rugs, West African 
[YPIHS� THZRZ�� ¸0UKVULZPHU� TVUR� IHZRL[Z� HUK� ^VVKLU�
OHYWZ�������̂ V]LU�0RH[�YVILZ��JLYLTVUPHS�JOHPYZ�MYVT�(MYPJH��
^VVKLU� )\KKOHZ�¹� HZ� YLWVY[LK� I`� (UKYé Leon Talley 
in a 1977 Women’s Wear Daily story on “the precious 
P[LTZ�MV\UK�PU�B7LUU»ZD�IV\[PX\L�JHSSLK�2UVIRLYY`�;OPYK�
>VYSK� (Y[� HUK� +LZPNU�¹� ;OL� ;YP)L*H� Z[VYL�� ^OLYL� [OL�
artist David Hammons self-curated a show in 1995, was 
[OL� SHYNLZ[�� KPZWSH`PUN� IPNNLY� P[LTZ·7LUU»Z� ]PZPVUHY`�
T\S[PJ\S[\YHS�LTWVYP\T�VU�H�THNUPÄLK�ZJHSL��;OL�WVL[�
+H]PK� /LUKLYZVU� KLZJYPILZ� [OH[� SVJH[PVU»Z� LUK\YPUN�
WV^LY� PU� ¸;OL� (MYPJHU� )\YPHS� .YV\UK� *HSSLK� ;YP)L*H�¹�
which he performed at the Def Poetry Jam in 2001: “Sara 
7LUU»Z� º2UVIRLYY`»� VU� -YHURSPU� HUK� >LZ[� )YVHK^H`� ��
)SHJR�^VTHU�O\TISL�PU�H�T\ZL\T�KPZN\PZLK�HZ�H�ZOVW�
/ among the rare treasures of Africa, Asia, South America 
��VɈLYPUN�OLHSPUNZ�MVY�MYLL�MYVT�[OL�WV^LYZ�VM�HU[PX\P[ �̀¹�

0�ÄYZ[�SLHYULK�VM�:HYH�7LUU�K\YPUN�HU�PU[LY]PL^�0�JVUK\J[LK�
with the artist Ken Tisa for a catalogue accompanying 
[OL� VWLUPUN� L_OPIP[PVU� H[� .VYKVU� 9VIPJOH\_�� Ken 
;PZH!� 6IQLJ[Z�;PTL�6ɈLYPUNZ. Tisa shared with me his 
WLYZVUHS�KPZJV]LY`�VM�[OPZ�UV]LS�Z[VYL�VU�:[��4HYR»Z�7SHJL�
PU�[OL�� ��Z�HUK�OV^�7LUU�^LU[�VU�[V�ILJVTL�VUL�VM�
OPZ�ILZ[�MYPLUKZ�HUK�TVZ[�PTWVY[HU[�[LHJOLYZ��>L·:HT�
.VYKVU��1HJVI�9VIPJOH\_��HUK�0·^LYL�]LY`�L_JP[LK�I`�
[OLZL�Z[VYPLZ��HZ�^L»K�UL]LY�OLHYK�VM�2UVIRLYY`�ILMVYL�
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and wanted to know more. In the spring of 2017, Tisa 
took me to meet Penn at her last residence on Thirteenth 
:[YLL[��^OLYL� ZOL� ZOV^LK�TL�OLY� ZJYHWIVVR� HUK� [VSK�
TL�Z[VYPLZ�HIV\[�OLY�LHYS`� SPML� [OH[� 0�JVSSLJ[LK�\ZPUN�HU�
audio recorder.

7LUU� ^HZ� IVYU� HUK� YHPZLK� PU� 7P[[ZI\YNO�� HUK� ZWLU[�
Z\TTLYZ� VU� OLY� NYHUKTV[OLY»Z� MHYT� PU� (SHIHTH�� ¸0�
YLHSPaL�¹�ZOL�VUJL�ZHPK��̧ [OH[�0�YLÅLJ[�T`�NYLH[�NYHUKH\U[��
:HKPL� 3LL� PU� 7SLHZHU[� =HSSL �̀� (SHIHTH�� ^OV� MVSSV^LK�
)VVRLY�;��>HZOPUN[VU»Z�PKLH�VM�ZRPSSLK�[YHPUPUN�MVY�UL^S`�
MYLLK�ZSH]LZ��:OL�[H\NO[�X\PS[PUN�HUK�ZL^PUN��:OL�VWLULK�
a training school that grew to have over two hundred 
Z[\KLU[Z�¹1� 3PRL� OLY� TV[OLY� ILMVYL� OLY�� :HYH� 7LUU�
trained as a social worker, earning a graduate degree 
from Atlanta University. In the 1950s, Penn traveled 
throughout Europe, living in Paris and Amsterdam for a 
spell. Back in New York, she worked as a social worker 
at a place called Manhattan Hill, hanging out with her 
IV`MYPLUK��[OL�WHPU[LY�>VSM�2HOU��H[�[OL�*LKHY�)HY�^P[O�
artists like Willem de Kooning, Franz Kline, and Joan 
Mitchell. In the mornings she would apprentice at Phyllis 
Jewelry, a silver store on Seventh Street. Penn found a 
home among a diverse group of artisans there, including 
(Y[�:TP[O��H�)SHJR�ZPS]LYZTP[O��HUK�)HYIHYH�:OH\T��^OV�
OHK�H�WVW\SHY�ZHUKHS�Z[VYL�UL_[�KVVY�[V�4J:VYSL`»Z�)HY��
7LUU� VWLULK� [OL� ÄYZ[� SVJH[PVU� VM� 2UVIRLYY`� IL[^LLU�
:OH\T»Z�I\ZPULZZ�HUK�4J:VYSL`»Z�

7LUU�ÄYZ[�LUJV\U[LYLK�[OL�^VYK�¸RUVIRLYY`¹� PU�H�ZOVY[�
Z[VY`�I`�.LVYNL�)LYUHYK�:OH �̂�¸;he Adventures of the 
)SHJR�.PYS� PU�/LY�:LHYJO�MVY�.VK�¹�when she was still a 
social worker working with youth.2 The allegorical satire, 
W\ISPZOLK� PU� � ���� MVSSV^Z� H� :V\[O� (MYPJHU� JOPSK� ^OV�
LZJHWLZ� H�TPZZPVU��^P[O� UV[OPUN� I\[� OLY� RUVIRLYYPL�� H�
A\S\�ÄNO[PUN�Z[PJR��¸Anytime she encounters anyone who 
tries to tell her who God is, she just hits them with the 
Z[PJR� HUK� RLLWZ� NVPUN� PU� OLY� WLYZVUHS� ZLHYJO�¹3 Penn 
JVUJLP]LK�VM� [OL�Z[VYL�^P[O�H�ÄNO[� PU�TPUK!� ¸0� [OV\NO[��
PM�HU`VUL�[LSSZ�\Z�^OH[�MHZOPVU�PZ�^L»YL�Q\Z[�NVPUN�[V�OP[�
[OLT�^P[O� V\Y� Z[PJR�� V\Y� Z[VYL��>L»SS� KPZJV]LY� V\Y� V^U�
MHZOPVU�¹� ZOL� ZHPK�� 7LVWSL� ^OV� RUL^� :HYH� 7LUU� ^LSS�
KLZJYPIL�2UVIRLYY`�HZ�H�WVSP[PJHS�ZP[L��H�SPILYH[VY`�WVY[HS�
PU[V� ^VYSKZ� HUK� ^H`Z� VM� ZLLPUN� IL`VUK� [OL� <UP[LK�
:[H[LZ�� ¸0� [OPUR� ISHJR� KLZPNULYZ�� SPRL� ISHJR� T\ZPJPHUZ��
ZOV\SK� KPN� PU[V� [OLPY� VYPNPUZ� MVY� B[OLPYD� PUZWPYH[PVUZ�� 0[�
^V\SK�OLSW�[V�ZPNUWVZ[�V\Y�J\YYLU[�X\LZ[�MVY�PKLU[P[`�HUK�
IYPUN�ZVTL[OPUN�OLHS[OPS`�KPɈLYLU[� [V�>LZ[LYU� MHZOPVU�¹�
she told the >HZOPUN[VU�7VZ[ in 1969.4 

When I interviewed Ken Tisa for this project in his SoHo 
SVM[��OL�ZOV^LK�TL�H�YLHS�SPML�RUVIRLYYPL�[OH[�7LUU�OHK�
NP]LU�OPT��UV[�[OL�ÄNO[PUN�RPUK�I\[�¸H�YP[\HS�RUVIRLYYPL��
^OPJO� [OL�JOPLM�^V\SK�JHYY �̀¹�-VY�;PZH�� P[� Z`TIVSPaLK�H�
passing-down of knowledge. Penn, he felt, had taught 
OPT� ZV�T\JO�� WLYOHWZ� L]LU� OV^� [V� IL� HU� HY[PZ[��And 
now he was telling me the story of Penn to illustrate the 
PKLH�VM�[OL�HY[PZ[�HZ�[OL�RLLWLY�VM�[PTL!�VIQLJ[Z��Z[VYPLZ��
art, histories. I have read that Penn, Fumi Schmidt, and 
6SP]L�>VUN�HSZV�[OV\NO[�VM�[OL�RUVIRLYYPL�HZ�H�Z`TIVSPJ�
link to various cultures and identities. In my oral history 
PU[LY]PL^�^P[O�7LUU�ILMVYL�ZOL�KPLK��ZOL� YLMYLZOLK�OLY�
TLTVY`�I`�YLMLYYPUN�[V�H�ZJYHWIVVR��HU�PUJYLKPISL�]PZ\HS�
HYJOP]L� VM� THNHaPUL� HUK� UL^ZWHWLY� JSPWWPUNZ�� MHIYPJ�
swatches, photographs, drawings, postcards, event 

Å`LYZ��7VSHYVPKZ·ZVTL�VM�^OPJO�HYL�ILPUN�KVJ\TLU[LK�
MVY� [OL� ÄYZ[� [PTL� PU� [OPZ� IVVR�� (M[LY� [OL� PU[LY]PL �̂� ZOL�
NH]L�TL�[OL�ZJYHWIVVR�[V�\ZL�HZ�0�^YV[L�HIV\[�OLY�HUK�
2UVIRLYY �̀�-YVT�[OL�V\[ZL[��0�^HU[LK�[OPZ�[V�IL�HU�VYHS�
history project, to look to the people who occupied her 
ZJYHWIVVR� HUK� TLTVYPLZ�� ^OV� ^LYL� [OLYL� HUK� JV\SK�
attest to her legacy, who loved Penn and were changed 
I`�OLY���

It was always my thinking that in place of a large physical 
HYJOP]L��:HYH�7LUU� HUK�2UVIRLYY`� SLM[� ILOPUK� H� ZL[� VM�
disciples, friends, and intimates who adored her to the 
LUK� VM� OLY� SPML��>OLU� 0� LTIHYRLK� VU� [OLZL� PU[LY]PL^Z��
starting four years ago with my initial conversation with 
7LUU�� HSS� 0� OHK�^HZ�OLY� ZJYHWIVVR�HUK� ZVTL�WVZZPISL�
contacts. With each person I met, the list of connections 
and communities that emanated from Penn grew 
L_WVULU[PHSS �̀� ,]LY`VUL�^HU[LK� [V� OLSW�� L]LY`VUL�^HZ�
PU]LZ[LK�PU�WYLZLY]PUN�OLY�SLNHJ �̀�0�Y\ZOLK�[V�RLLW�\W�I`�
searching out every name that emerged and connecting 
with as many people as I could. Taken together, 
the idiosyncratic assortment of archival materials I 
NH[OLYLK·:HYH»Z� ZJYHWIVVR� HUK� H� Z[\ɈLK� LU]LSVWL�
MYVT�OLY�NVVK� MYPLUK�9LUVPY�+HYYL[[·OH]L�H�KYLHTSPRL�
X\HSP[`�̂ LSS�Z\P[LK�[V�[OL�TLTVYPLZ�WYLZLU[LK�OLYL��;OLYL�
are many more people to interview, materials to collect, 
clippings to collate, and scholarship to pursue. This is 
VUS`� VUL� JVUÄN\YH[PVU� VM� 7LUU»Z� LUK\YPUN� SLNHJ �̀� HZ�
2UVIRLYY`»Z�YLHJO�^HZ�ZV�^PKL�HUK�]HYPLNH[LK��0[�PZ�T`�
OVWL�[OH[�[OPZ�WYVQLJ[�̂ PSS�IL�H�Q\TWPUN�VɈ�WVPU[�MVY�THU`�
more imaginings.  

1  Rosemary Reed E. Miller, Threads of Time, The Fabric 
VM�/PZ[VY`!�7YVÄSLZ�VM�(MYPJHU�(TLYPJHU�+YLZZTHRLYZ�
HUK�+LZPNULYZ�������[V�[OL�7YLZLU[ (Washington:  
T & S Press, 2011).

2 While Penn, like George Bernard Shaw, used the 
ZWLSSPUN�¸RUVIRLYY �̀¹�4LYYPHT�>LIZ[LY�+PJ[PVUHY`�
WYLMLYZ�¸RUVIRLYYPL�¹

�� 1VLS�3VILU[OHS��9HKPJHS�9HNZ!�-HZOPVUZ�VM�[OL�:P_[PLZ 
�5L^�@VYR!�(IIL]PSSL�7YLZZ���  ��������

�� :HYH�7LUU��X\V[LK�PU�1V`�,SSPV[[��¸-YVT�7V]LY[`�[V�
/PNO�-HZOPVU�¹�>HZOPUN[VU�7VZ[��+LJLTILY������ � ��

ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEWS
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SARA PENN

;OPZ�PU[LY]PL^�^HZ�JVUK\J[LK�PU�4HYJO������PU�[OL�SVII`�
of The Markle, the women-only residence in the Village 
where Sara Penn spent the last decade of her life.1 During 
the conversation, Penn used photographs and clippings 
PU�H�ZJYHWIVVR�HZ�HU�HPKL�TLTVPYL��/LY�SVUN[PTL�MYPLUK�
2LU�;PZH�WHY[PJPWH[LK�PU�[OL�ÄYZ[�WHY[�VM�[OL�PU[LY]PL .̂

Svetlana Kitto: Sara, are you ready to start? 

Sara Penn: Je suis prête.

:2!� /V^�HIV\[� [LSSPUN�TL�^OLYL�HUK�^OLU�`V\�^LYL�
IVYU�HUK�H�SP[[SL�HIV\[�`V\Y�LHYS`�SPML&

:7!� 0�^HZ�IVYU�PU�7P[[ZI\YNO��7LUUZ`S]HUPH��

Ken Tisa:  What year?

:7!� � ��¶¶0»T�LPNO[`�UPUL�`LHYZ�VSK��0�Z[HY[LK�WSH`PUN�
[OL�]PVSPU�^OLU�0�^HZ�PU�ÄYZ[�NYHKL��

2;!� @V\»]L�HS^H`Z�ILLU�PU[LYLZ[LK�PU�T\ZPJ�

:7!� >L� OHK� H� Z[YPUN� X\HY[L[�� -V\Y� SP[[SL� RPKZ� WSH`PUN�
violin. 

2;!� >HZ�[OH[�PU�7P[[ZI\YNO&

SP: Yeah.

SK: Were your parents musical?

:7!� 5V��I\[�[OL`�THKL�Z\YL�[OH[�^L�OHK�T\ZPJ��0�HSZV�
had piano lessons as a young kid, and in our church we 
OHK�HU�VYJOLZ[YH��;OL�)HW[PZ[�JO\YJO��4`�IYV[OLY�WSH`LK�
the trumpet. In high school, we had orchestra, too.

:2!� *HU�`V\�[LSS�TL�H�IP[�HIV\[�`V\Y�TVT&

:7!� 4`� TVT� ^HZ� H� ZVJPHS� ^VYRLY�� :OL� ^HZ� IVYU�
PU� (SHIHTH�� ^OLYL� T`� NYHUKTV[OLY� ^HZ� IVYU� HUK�
YHPZLK�� 4`� NYHUKTV[OLY� ^HZ� H� TPZZPVUHY �̀� :OL� I\PS[�
[OL� 3VN� *HIPU� *VTT\UP[`� *LU[LY� MVY� ^VTLU� PU� [OL�
ULPNOIVYOVVK�[V�[LHJO�[OLT�ZL^PUN�HUK�JVVRPUN�HUK�ZV�
on. My mother was one of seven or eight daughters that 
my grandmother had. And Grandmother sent my mother 
HUK�HSS�OLY�ZPZ[LYZ�V\[�VM�(SHIHTH�[V�ZJOVVS�

SK: How did she do that? What did she do?

:7!� 0�KVU»[�RUV �̂�:OL�^HZ�H�MHYTLY��:OL�OHK�HSS�[OLZL�
MHYTOHUKZ��:OL�ZLU[�HSS�[OL�RPKZ�UVY[O�[V�KPɈLYLU[�WSHJLZ��
:OL�THKL� Z\YL� [OH[� [OL`� OHK� HU� L_WLYPLUJL� [OH[� ^HZ�
IL`VUK� ILPUN� H� WVVY� MHYTLY»Z� MHYTOHUK�� ;OL`� HSS� NV[�
ZVTL�RPUK�VM�LK\JH[PVU��6UL�VM�[OLT�ILJHTL�H�U\YZL��
another a community worker. 

SK: So, your mom was a social worker.

SP: Before she was a social worker, during the 1930s 
+LWYLZZPVU� T`� TV[OLY� OHK� [V� KV� WLVWSL»Z� SH\UKY �̀� 
There were two people, including one old woman that 
\ZLK�[V�IYPUN�T`�TV[OLY�OLY�SH\UKY`�PU�H�JOH\ɈL\YLK�JHY��
Anyway, she started doing social work in a place called 
[OL�2H`�)V`Z»�*S\I�HUK�ZOL�ILJHTL�[OL�̂ VTLU»Z�̂ VYRLY�
[OLYL��;OL�NPYSZ»�^VYRLY��

SK: Did you know your grandmother? 

SP: Sure. Every summer we would go to her farm.  
:OL�OHK�H�IPN�MHYT�HUK�T`�IYV[OLY�^V\SK�NV�V\[�^P[O�[OL�
farmhands who worked for her and gather goods.  

:2!� >OH[� ^HZ� P[� SPRL� NVPUN� KV^U� [V� (SHIHTH� MYVT�
7P[[ZI\YNO&

SP: That was like vacation. We all got in our car and 
KYV]L��0�YLTLTILY�OV^�KPɈLYLU[�P[�^HZ��4`�NYHUKTV[OLY�
OHK� [OPZ�IPN� MHYT�^P[O�JVYU�HUK� [VTH[VLZ�HUK�HSS� [OH[�� 
(UK� ZOL� OHK� JOPJRLUZ�� :OL�^V\SK� NV� V\[� [V� [OL� IHJR�
^OLYL� [OL� JOPJRLUZ� ^LYL�� HUK� ZOL»K� ZH �̀� ¸*OPJRPL��
JOPJRPL�¹�HUK�[OLU�ZOL»K�NYHI�VUL�I`�[OL�ULJR�HUK�[^PZ[�
P[�HYV\UK��4`�NYHUKMH[OLY�^HZ�[OLYL�I\[�OL�^HZU»[�]LY`�
active. He must have just watched everything. It was 
fun. I loved it. You knew you were getting away from 
7P[[ZI\YNO�HUK�NVPUN�[V�[OL�JV\U[Y �̀�0[�^HZ�UPJL��

:2!� >OH[�LSZL�HIV\[�`V\Y�TV[OLY&�

SP: My mother learned from my grandfather how 
to perform. Her favorite thing was reciting James 
>LSKVU�1VOUZVU»Z�¸*YLH[PVU�¹�=LY`� MHTV\Z�)SHJR�WVL[�� 
My mother would perform that at teas. We had Sunday 
HM[LYUVVU� [LHZ� H[� KPɈLYLU[� OVTLZ� ^P[O� WYVNYHTZ¶¶^L�
^V\SK� WSH`� [OL� WPHUV� HUK� ZVTLIVK`� LSZL� ^V\SK� KV�
something else. They were community gatherings.  
;OL�WVLT�¸*YLH[PVU¹�^HZ�]LY`�WVW\SHY�HUK�T`�TV[OLY�
HUK�NYHUKTV[OLY�RUL^�P[�IHJR^HYKZ�HUK�MVY^HYKZ�

SK: Did you learn it?

:7!� 5V��0�KPKU»[��.VK�Z[LWWLK�KV^U��0�JHU»[�YLTLTILY�
ILJH\ZL�0�KPKU»[�KV�[OL�JYLH[PUN��
 We went to church every week. During the 
+LWYLZZPVU��HZ�0�ZHPK��^L�^LYL�]LY`�WVVY��I\[�`V\�RUL^�
you had the fundamentals. We went to a Baptist church 
ILJH\ZL� ^L� KPKU»[� ULLK� [YHUZWVY[H[PVU� [V� NL[� [OLYL�� 
>L�JV\SK�^HSR� [OL�Ä]L�VY�ZP_�ISVJRZ��:V�^L�^LU[� [V� P[�
\U[PS�L]LY`IVK`�^HZ�^LSS�LTWSV`LK��(UK� [OLU�^L�^LU[�
[V�[OL�4L[OVKPZ[�JO\YJO·T`�TV[OLY�HUK�T`�MH[OLY�^LYL�
IV[O�4L[OVKPZ[Z��)\[�H[�[OL�)HW[PZ[�JO\YJO��^L�\ZLK�[V�
NV�[V�:\UKH`�ZJOVVS��HUK�IL[^LLU�:\UKH`�ZJOVVS�HUK�
[OL� YLN\SHY� ZLY]PJL�^L»K�NV�HJYVZZ� [V� [OL�Z[YLL[� [V� [OL�
@4*(�HUK�I\`�JHUK`�ILMVYL�^L�^LU[�IHJR��
 They had an orchestra in that church. There was 
always a lot of music and cultural activities going on.  
My girlfriend and I had to go to interpretive dancing. 
That was modern dance we went to at the YWCA 
during the week, and then we had tap dancing classes.  
@V\�OHK�HSS� VM� [OLZL� [OPUNZ� [OH[�THRL�H�NPYS� ILJVTL�H�
MHI\SV\Z�^VTHU��

:2!� >OH[�HIV\[�`V\Y�KHK&�

:7!� 4`�KHK�^HZ�I\Z �̀�/L�OHK�H�OVTL� PTWYV]LTLU[�
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:2!� *HU�`V\�[LSS�TL�HIV\[�NVPUN�[V�:WLSTHU&�

SP: My mother took me to Spelman. We went on a 
[YHPU��>L�IV[O� LU[LYLK� [OL�WVY[HSZ� VM�:WLSTHU�^P[O� UV�
Z[VJRPUNZ�VU¶¶^L�^LYL�IHYL�SLNNLK��;OL�^VTHU�SVVRLK�
H[�TL��¸@V\�JHU»[�NV�PU��@V\»]L�NV[�[V�^LHY�Z[VJRPUNZ�¹�
4`�TV[OLY�OHK�[V�NV�V\[�I\`�TL�Z[VJRPUNZ��

:2!� >HZ� [OH[� H� KPɈLYLUJL� IL[^LLU� [OL� 5VY[O� HUK� 
the South? 

SP:  No, that was just Spelman. Spelman was very 
tight––they had very strict rules. If you had a male visitor, 
he was only allowed to come into this one room if he 
signed up and sat there with you while the chaperone sat 
in the same room with you. 
 Spelman was in what was called the “university 
JVTWSL_�¹� @V\� OHK� :WLSTHU� MVY� NPYSZ�� 4VYLOV\ZL� MVY�
TLU¶¶IV`Z�� 4VYYPZ� )YV^U�� *SHYR� *VSSLNL�� HUK� ([SHU[H�
University were coed. Spelman and Morehouse  
were restricted.

SK: Heading into Spelman, what did you love? 

SP: Freedom. Freedom from my family, from my 
mother. My mother was so strict. 

:2!� >OH[�^HZ�ZOL�Z[YPJ[�HIV\[&�

:7!� :OL�^HU[LK�TL�[V�IL�HU�PKLHS�[OPUN��HUK�0�^HZU»[�
PKLHS��4`�TV[OLY»Z�ZRPU�PZ�SPNO[LY��T\JO�SPNO[LY�[OHU�TPUL��
:OL�^HZ� H� UPJL�SVVRPUN�^VTHU�� 0� ^HZU»[�� :V� ZOL�^HZ�
UL]LY�ZH[PZÄLK�^P[O�TL��:OL�IV\NO[�TL�JSV[OLZ�HUK�ZOL�
\ZLK�[V�NV�[V�[OYPM[�ZOVWZ�HUK�I\`�TL�KLZPNULY�JSV[OPUN�
MVY�:WLSTHU��)\[�ZOL�^HU[LK�TL�[V�IL�WLYMLJ[�VY�H[�SLHZ[�
IL�HZ�ILZ[�HZ�0�JV\SK�^P[O�T`�\NS`�HZZ�MHJL�

SK: She said that to you? 

:7!� 5V�� ZOL� KPKU»[� ZH`� [OH[�� :OL� Q\Z[� SVVRLK� H[� TL� 
that way. 

SK: What were your interests at Spelman? 

:7!� 0� Q\Z[� ^LU[� [V� NL[� H� IHJOLSVY»Z� KLNYLL�� 0� KPKU»[�
specialize. I participated in the cultural program, and 
T\ZPJ��I\[� 0� Q\Z[�^HU[LK�[V�NL[�T`�KLNYLL��>OLU� 0�NV[� 
T`� IHJOLSVY»Z� 0� KLJPKLK� 0� KPKU»[� ^HU[� [V� NV� IHJR� [V�
7P[[ZI\YNO��HUK�0�WLYZ\HKLK�T`�TV[OLY�[V�SL[�TL�NV�[V�
Atlanta University, where I studied social work. I was 
LU[OYHSSLK�^P[O�([SHU[H�ILJH\ZL�0�^V\SKU»[�OH]L�[V�IL�H�
prisoner at Spelman. I had kind of a nice time in Atlanta. 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and I were in the same religion 
class.

:2!� 9LHSS`&�+V�`V\�YLTLTILY�OPT�^LSS&

:7!� @LHO��0�YLTLTILY�OPT��>L�^LYLU»[�SPRL�[OPZ�BSPURPUN�
OLY�MVYLÄUNLYZD��I\[�0�YLTLTILY�OPT��
 In Atlanta I had a good friend named Nancy 
Coleman. We got together later on. She was from 
)HS[PTVYL�I\[�ZOL�^LU[�[V�5L^�@VYR��HUK�^OLU�0�NV[�V\[�
VM�([SHU[H�<UP]LYZP[`�0�NV[�H�QVI�PU�5L^�@VYR��0�ILJHTL�OLY�
YVVTTH[L��0�Z[H`LK�PU�5L^�@VYR�MVY�HIV\[�[OYLL�VY�MV\Y�
years after I graduated. I met this girl Phyllis, who was 

a silversmith in the Village, on West Fourth Street, and 
started working for her and learning how to make silver. 
;OH[»Z� ^OLU� 0� TL[� T`� ÄYZ[� YLHS� IV`MYPLUK�� >VSM� 2OHU�� 
He was the arts director at the community center where 
I was working. 

SK: Was that the Manhattan Hill place?

SP: Yeah, I think so. 

SK: How did you get into silversmithing––what drew 
you to it? 

:7!� � 0� KVU»[� RUV^� OV^� 0� TL[� 7O`SSPZ�� I\[� 0� KPK��
:VTL[PTLZ� 0� Q\Z[� Z[VYT� PU[V� H� [LYYP[VY`� HUK� ILJVTL� H�
WHY[� VM� P[�� 0� JLY[HPUS`� OHK� [V� IL� KV^U� [OLYL� ^OLYL� OLY�
Z[VYL� ^HZ�� 0� SPRLK� P[� [OLYL� ILJH\ZL� ZOL� OHK� OLY� Z[VYL�
and then there was a Black silversmith called Art Smith.  
/L�^HZ�MHI\SV\Z��

:2!� >LYL�[OLYL�H�SV[�VM�)SHJR�V^ULK�I\ZPULZZLZ&

SP: No. 

SK: Just artisans? 

:7!� @LHO�� (Y[� ^HZ� )SHJR�� /PZ� IV`MYPLUK� ^HZ� ^OP[L��
7O`SSPZ� ^HZ� 1L^PZO�� (UK� UL_[� [V� OLY� ^HZ� (SSLU� )SVJR��
There were a lot of artisans on West Fourth Street. 
� >OLU� 0� ^VYRLK� H[� 7O`SSPZ»Z� Z[VYL� 0� TL[� >VSM�� 
We used to come downtown from uptown every night to 
H�WSHJL�JHSSLK� [OL�*LKHY�)HY��;OH[»Z�^OLYL�-YHUa�2SPUL�
HUK�>PSSLT�KL�2VVUPUN�HUK�V[OLY�IPN�[PTL�HY[PZ[Z¶¶1VHU�
4P[JOLSS�HUK�HSS�[OVZL�WLVWSL¶¶^LYL��>L»K�IL�[OLYL�L]LY`�
L]LUPUN�� 0U� [OL� TVYUPUN�� 0»K� ^VYR� H[� [OL� ZPS]LY� Z[VYL�� 
0[�^HZ� JHSSLK�7O`SSPZ� 1L^LSY �̀� ;OLU� 0»K� NV� [V�T`� ZVJPHS�
^VYR�QVI�HUK�[OLU�JVTL�IHJR���

:2!� )LMVYL�^L�ÄUPZO� [OH[��^OH[�^HZ� P[� SPRL�^OLU�`V\�
and Wolf would hang out at the Cedar Bar with Kline and 
de Kooning? 

SP: I was impressed.

SK: Because you were so young––twenty-two or 
something. 

:7!� 0�YLTLTILY�H�WHY[`�̂ L�OHK�VUJL��0�OHK�HU�HWHY[TLU[�
on Eleventh Street or someplace, and we invited all these 
WLVWSL��>L�JV]LYLK�VUL�̂ HSS�̂ P[O�IYV^U�̂ YHWWPUN�WHWLY��
and they all autographed it. I wish I had that now. It was 
H�UPJL�SPML��0»T�NSHK�[OH[�0�KPK�HSS�[OVZL�[OPUNZ�^OLU�0�^HZ�
`V\UN��ILJH\ZL�0»K�IL�YLNYL[[PUN�P[�YPNO[�UV^�PM�0�OHKU»[�� 
� ;OLU�>VSM� NV[� [PYLK� VM� TL� HUK� ^LU[� [V�4L_PJV�� 
He got married.

SK: Was Wolf an American guy?

SP: Yeah. He was a student of Hans Hofmann. 

SK: A student of Hans Hofmann?

:7!� 4VZ[� VM� [OVZL�WLVWSL�^LYL�/VMTHUU»Z� Z[\KLU[Z��
During the summer when I was going with Wolf, he rented 
a shack on the dunes in Provincetown. He lived there and 

I\ZPULZZ�� HUK� T`� TV[OLY� ZHPK�� ¸.L[� H� JHYK� HUK� JHSS�
P[� PU[LYPVY� KLJVYH[PVU�¹� ;OL`� KPK� ^HSSWHWLY� JSLHUPUN�
^P[O� ZWVUNLZ�� ZVTL[OPUN� WLVWSL� KVU»[� KV� HU`TVYL�� 
;OL`»K�YLÄUPZO�ÅVVYZ��WHPU[�^VVK^VYR��HUK�HSS�[OH[��;OH[�
^HZ�OPZ�I\ZPULZZ��

2;!� 0[»Z�JHSSLK�JVU[YHJ[PUN�UV �̂�

:7!� *VU[YHJ[PUN��@LHO�� [OH[»Z� ^OH[� P[� ^HZ�� /L� ^HZ�
a contractor. 

SK: What was the house you lived in like? 

:7!� 0[�^HZ�UPJL�� ;OLYL�^LYL� HIV\[� [^LS]L�OV\ZLZ�VU�
our street. Everyone eventually owned their own home. 
And they were all Black. At the top of the hill, Cement 
/PSS��^HZ�*LTLU[�:[YLL[��0[�^HZU»[�YLHSS`�H�OPSS��;OLYL�^HZ�
H�MHTPS`�[OLYL��JHSSLK�[OL�2LSS`�MHTPS �̀�^OV�^LYL�KPɈLYLU[�
ILJH\ZL�[OL`�^LYL�^OP[L��)\[�VU�V\Y�Z[YLL[�[OLYL�^LYL�HSS�
Black families. 

SK: Your parents ended up owning a home, then? 

:7!� (Z�ZVVU�HZ�`V\�NV[�`V\Y�MVV[�PU�[OL�IHUR��[OH[�^HZ�
the thing––you had to own your own home. I should have 
kept that in mind. 

SK: What part of town was it in? 

SP: It was in Homewood. It was on the edge of 
/VTL^VVK� HUK� >PSRPUZI\YN�� >PSRPUZI\YN� ^HZ� TVZ[S`�
white and Homewood was predominantly Black, and 
we were on the street that divided them. Our street was 
VUS`�[^V�ISVJRZ�SVUN��>L�\ZLK�[V�NV�[V�>PSRPUZI\YN�VU�
Saturday morning after we did our cleaning in the house, 
HUK�^L»K�NV�[V�[OL�TV]PLZ�MVY�[LU�JLU[Z��>L�^V\SK�NL[� 
H�Ä]L�JLU[�IV_�VM�WYL[aLS�Z[PJRZ��
� 0[� ^HZ� NVVK� MVY� RPKZ�� @V\»K� ^HSR� [V� ZJOVVS�� 
And then we got to junior high school. When I say we, 
0»T�[HSRPUN�HIV\[�T`�NPYSMYPLUK�^OV�SP]LK�UL_[�KVVY�[V�TL��
>L� YVKL� [OL� Z[YLL[JHY� HUK�^L� UL]LY� NV[� PU[V� ÄNO[Z� VY�
anything like that. Good kids. 

:2!� ;LSS�TL�TVYL�HIV\[�`V\Y�MYPLUK��

SP: She was smarter than me. As a matter of fact, 
she was the valedictorian of the high school. And then 
she went to Fisk University and I went to Spelman.  
0U�:LW[LTILY�^L�^V\SK�[HRL�[OL�[YHPU��[OL�7LUUZ`S]HUPH�
9HPSYVHK��MYVT�7P[[ZI\YNO�[V�*PUJPUUH[P��(UK�PU�*PUJPUUH[P�
^L»K�JOHUNL�[V�[OL�1PT�*YV^�[YHPU��^OPJO�^LU[�ZV\[O��
� 0[� ^HZ� M\U� ILJH\ZL� IL[^LLU� 7P[[ZI\YNO� HUK�
Cincinnati we just played and talked. Our parents made 
\Z�S\UJOLZ�^P[O�MYPLK�JOPJRLU�HUK�IPZJ\P[Z��(UK�^OLU�^L�
got on the train in Cincinnati we opened them up and had 
a picnic. 

SK: You say that in Cincinnati you would transfer to the 
1PT�*YV^� [YHPU��([�^OH[�HNL�KPK�`V\�Z[HY[�ILPUN�H^HYL�
of  Jim Crow?

:7!� :L]LU[LLU�� )\[� ^L� ^LYLU»[� JP]PS� YPNO[Z� ^VYRLYZ��
;OH[»Z�Q\Z[�[OL�^H`�[OPUNZ�^LYL��HUK�^L�THKL�[OL�ILZ[�VM�P[��

:2!� /V^�^HZ�YHJL�[HSRLK�HIV\[�PU�`V\Y�OV\ZL&�

:7!� *HU»[�[LSS�`V\��

:2!� @V\�JHU»[�YLTLTILY&

:7!� @LHO��0�YLTLTILY��0�JHU»[�[LSS�`V\��4`�TV[OLY�\ZLK�
[V�J\YZL�^OP[L�WLVWSL�V\[�BSH\NOZD�

SK: Please tell me. 

:7!� :OL»K� NL[� THK� H[� [OL� PUZ\YHUJL� THU� ILJH\ZL�
OL�^HZ�^OP[L�� :OL»K� NL[�THK� H[� [OL�THU�^OV� V^ULK�
the grocery store, he was white. She said they were all 
cheating us. 

:2!� :OL�^HZ�WYVIHIS`�YPNO[��^HZU»[�ZOL&

:7!� @LHO�� [OL`»YL� Z[PSS� KVPUN� P[�� >L� KPKU»[� OH]L� HU`�
^OP[L� MYPLUKZ��I\[�L]LY`�VUJL� PU�H�^OPSL�`V\»K�OLHY� [OL�
^VYK� ¸UPNNLY�¹� 0M� ZVTLIVK`�^HZ�V\Y� LULT �̀�^L�^V\SK�
JHSS�[OLT�¸^OP[L�[YHZO¹�VY�¸JYHJRLYZ�¹

:2!� 6Y�¸OVURPLZ¹&

:7!� @LHO�� ¸OVURPLZ�¹� [OL� WLVWSL� ^OV� ^LYL� MYVT�
,HZ[LYU�,\YVWL��MYVT�/\UNHY`�BSH\NOZD�

2;!� 0�KVU»[�[OPUR�[OH[»Z�^O`�[OL`�^LYL�JHSSLK�OVURPLZ��

SP: Yes, it was. 

:2!� @V\»YL�[HSRPUN�HIV\[�WLVWSL�PU�`V\Y�ZJOVVS&

SP: The school was mainly white, and the teachers 
were all white. The teachers appreciated you. We were 
PU� [OL�ZJOVVS�VYJOLZ[YH�HUK�Z[\Ɉ� SPRL�[OH[��;OLYL�^HZ�H�
small percentage of Black students scattered around, I 
N\LZZ�TH`IL�Ä]L�WLYJLU[��0[�^HZ�WYPTHYPS`�^OP[L��(UK�PU�
H� ZLUZL�� ZVY[� VM� WVZP[P]L��(SS� [OH[� V[OLY� ZOP[�� `V\�KPKU»[�
YLHSS`� ZWLUK� [OH[� T\JO� [PTL� VU�� 3PRL� ILPUN� OVZ[PSL� VY�
L]LU�ÄNO[PUN�MVY�`V\Y�PUHSPLUHISL�YPNO[Z��
� 0�^LU[�[V�:WLSTHU�ILJH\ZL�H�MYPLUK�VM�T`�TV[OLY�
^HZ�H�TLTILY�VM�H�)SHJR�^VTLU»Z�ZVYVYP[ �̀�HUK�[OL�^PML�
VM�H�)SHJR�JV\UJPSTHU�PU�7P[[ZI\YNO�^OV�^HZ�H�:WLSTHU�
NYHK\H[L�ILSVUNLK�[V�[OH[�ZHTL�ZVYVYP[ �̀�:V�T`�TV[OLY�
felt that was a place I should go to get some culture.  
So I went to Spelman.

SK: Who instilled this goal in your mom? 

SP: Grandma. My grandmother. 

SK: She was interested in it too?

SP: Yeah. My grandmother was part American Indian. 
She was a friend of Booker T. Washington. All of them 
OHK�ZVTL[OPUN�NVPUN�VU� PU� [OLPY�IVULZ�� 0�^HZ�[OL�VUS �̀�
you know, slouch. 

:2!� +PK� ZOL� [LSS� `V\� HIV\[� ILPUN� MYPLUKZ� ^P[O� 
Booker T. Washington? 

:7!� 5V�� ^L� KPKU»[� [HSR� HIV\[� P[�� 0[� ^HZ� Q\Z[� OLHYK�� 
(SS�^L�[HSRLK�HIV\[�^HZ�JVU[LTWVYHY`�WYPKL�PU�`V\YZLSM��
+VU»[�THYY`�H�T\ZPJPHU�BSH\NOZD�
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W\ISPZOLK�PU�[OL�4HYJO�(WYPS�PZZ\L�VM�Metropolitan Home. 
;OL� YLK� HUK� `LSSV^� PRH[� [L_[PSL� ^OPJO� `V\� IVYYV^LK�
appears in two photos with no mention of Sara Penn/
2UVIRLYY`"� `L[� L]LY`� V[OLY� JVU[YPI\[VY� YLJLP]LZ� JYLKP[��
4`�V\[YHNL�PZ�IHZLK�VU�[OL�MHJ[�[OH[�H�ZPTPSHY�V]LYZPNO[�
occurred last year with 5L^� @VYR� 4HNHaPUL in which 
Corky Pollen photographed my goods and gave credit to 
two other retailers in the city. I am sorry to have to suspect 
YHJPZT�� I\[� 0� ZLL� UV� V[OLY� YLHZVU� MVY� [OL� V]LYZPNO[��
WHY[PJ\SHYS`�ZPUJL�T`�MHIYPJ�^HZ�H�WVZP[P]L�HZZL[�[V�IV[O�
WOV[VZ��0M�0�ZV\UK�WHYHUVPK�P[�PZ�VUS`�ILJH\ZL�0�OH]L�ILLU�
H�WPVULLY�PU�T`�ÄLSK�HUK�^H[JOLK�V[OLYZ�^HSR�H^H`�^P[O�
my ideas and gain acceptance and recognition. I had to 
SL[�`V\�RUV^�OV^�0�MLLS�ILJH\ZL�0�OH]L�WHZZLK�[OL�Z[HNL�
VM�ZPSLU[�HJX\PLZJLUJL�¹�+PK�ZOL�^YP[L�`V\�IHJR&�

SP: Hell, no. 

SK: Did that happen a lot? 

SP: No. People gave me credit. There were times, 
though. This is the Esquire cover, /HYWLY»Z� )HaHHY 
cover, :H[\YKH`�,]LUPUN�7VZ[ cover, /VTL�-\YUPZOPUNZ�
Daily with an article, Christian Science Monitor with an 
article, =VN\L. 

:2!� ;OPZ�PZ�^OLYL�[OL`�^V\SK�\ZL�Z[\Ɉ�MYVT�[OL�Z[VYL�PU�
editorials. How did that get started? 

SP: It was while I was a social worker, working for 
4VIPSPaH[PVU�MVY�@V\[O��HUK�0�^HZU»[�OHWW`�^P[O�^OH[�^HZ�
NVPUN�VU� PU�ZVJPHS�^VYR��)HYIHYH�:OH\T�^HZ�H� SLH[OLY�
crafter with a shop on Seventh Street and she told me 
HIV\[�H�ZOVW�ULHY�OLYZ��

SK: Where did you live at the time? 

:7!� 0�JHU»[�YLTLTILY��I\[�0�TV]LK�PU[V�[OL�IHJR�VM�[OL�
shop. 

SK: It was on Seventh Street? 

:7!� @LHO��[^V�KVVYZ�MYVT�4J:VYSL`»Z�

SK: Was is it cheap to rent down there at the time?

SP: Yeah. I started my store with three thousand 
dollars, and that included inventory, rent, utilities––
L]LY`[OPUN�� 0� Z[HY[LK�^P[O�T`� [^V� MYPLUKZ��6SP]L� B>VUND�
HUK�-\TP�B:JOTPK[D��0�SP]LK�PU�[OL�IHJR�\U[PS�0�^HZ�THRPUN�
more money. I forget the name of that store on Eighth 
:[YLL[��0�KVU»[�RUV^�PM�P[»Z�Z[PSS�[OLYL��
 They had two stores on Eighth Street and told 
TL�0�JV\SK�OH]L�VUL�VM�[OLT��0[�^HZ�UL_[�KVVY�[V�(IIPL�
/VɈTHU�� 0� RLW[� :L]LU[O� :[YLL[� HZ� T`� ^VYRYVVT� HUK�
SP]PUN�X\HY[LYZ��

SK: Did you just start collecting? 

:7!� 1VOU�.YLNN�OHK� HU� PTWVY[� Z[VYL� VU�:P_[O�:[YLL[�
HUK� ^HZ� ^HSRPUN� I`� HUK� ZH^� H� JV\WSL� VM� [OPUNZ� ^L�
had in the window. One was a dress that Olive made. 
>L�ILJHTL�MYPLUKZ��/L�ZHPK�OL�^HZ�PU[LYLZ[LK��/L�^HZ�
[YH]LSPUN��0�[OPUR��/L�Z[HY[LK�IYPUNPUN�[OPUNZ�PU�MYVT�*OPUH�
^OLU� P[� ^HZ� ÄYZ[� VWLUPUN� \W� HZ� H� JVTT\UPZ[� JV\U[Y`�
[OH[�L]LY`IVK`�SV]LK�[OLU��/L�^HZ�H�]LY`�NVVK�ZV\YJL�VM�

[L_[PSLZ�HUK�NVVKZ��/L�TV]LK�\W�[V�(UKLZ��H�ZTHSS�JP[`�
in upstate New York, and he named his store after his 
KH\NO[LY�7HPZSL �̀�/L�Z[PSS�OHZ�H�ILH\[PM\S�Z[VYL�\W�[OLYL�
now––I looked on Google and found out a little more 
HIV\[� P[�� /L� ^HZ� T`� WYPTHY`� ZV\YJL� VM� TLYJOHUKPZL��
the one who got me started. He was always interested 
PU�[L_[PSLZ�HUK�HY[��I\[� 0�OHKU»[�ILLU��ZV�OL�OLSWLK�TL��
;OH[»Z� ^OLU� (UNLSH� ;H`SVY� MYVT� [OL� New York Times 
^YV[L�HU�HY[PJSL��;OPUNZ�Q\Z[�IVVTLYHUNLK�MYVT�[OLYL��
� >OLU�1VOU�.YLNN�JHTL�IHJR�MYVT�0UKPH��0�Z[HY[LK�
looking around in New York for a store that was selling 
0UKPHU�[L_[PSLZ�HUK�0UKPHU�TLYJOHUKPZL��

SK: Because of John? 

:7!� 0�[OPUR�VM�1VOU�HZ�[OL�THPU�PUÅ\LUJL��0UKPHU�5LWHS�
was one of the stores that sold Indian clothing, and then 
P[�Q\Z[�NYL �̂�([�[OH[�[PTL�[OL`�Z[PSS�OHK�JYHM[�ZOV^Z��[L_[PSL�
shows. I would go to the shows and if I saw something I 
SPRLK�0»K�THRL�JVU[HJ[�^P[O�[OVZL�KLHSLYZ�� �
� ;OYV\NO� KPɈLYLU[� KLHSLYZ� HUK� ZOV^Z� 0� ILNHU�
[V� I\PSK� T`� PU]LU[VY �̀� HUK� 0� OHK� [OLZL� [^V� NLUP\Z�
^VTLU¶¶6SP]L� OHK� NVVK� KLZPNU� [LJOUPX\LZ� HUK� -\TP�
^HZ�HU�L_JLSSLU[�ZLHTZ[YLZZ��;OL`�IV[O�THKL�[OPUNZ�MVY�
the  store. 

:2!� :V� `V\»K� NL[� [OL� [L_[PSLZ� HUK� [OL`� ^V\SK� THRL�
clothing out of them? 

SP:  Yeah. 

SK: Was your input on design? 

:7!� =HN\LS �̀� I\[� [OL`� KPK� TVZ[� VM� [OL� KLZPNUPUN�� 0�
SPRLK�WH[JO^VYR��HUK�[OH[»Z�^OLYL�TVZ[�VM�T`�PUÅ\LUJL�
^HZ��6SP]L»Z�KLZPNU�^HZ�T\JO�TVYL�ZVWOPZ[PJH[LK�HUK�
-\TP»Z�^HZ�]LY`�KL[HPSLK��;OL�JVTIPUH[PVU�VM�HSS�[OPZ�WS\Z�
clothing that was already made in other countries, like 
0UKPH�VY�^OLYL]LY�LSZL��I\PS[�\W��6\Y�L`LZ�^LYL�NVVK�H[�
choosing interesting things. 

:2!� @V\�^V\SK�ZJV\[�KPɈLYLU[�ZV\YJLZ�HUK�TH[LYPHSZ&

:7!� @LHO��0�̂ V\SK�NV�[V�[OL�ZOV^Z�HUK�NL[�Z[\Ɉ��;OLU�H�
SV[�VM�WLVWSL��H�SV[�VM�KLHSLYZ��JHTL�[V�[OL�Z[VYL�IYPUNPUN�
jewelry and costumes. That 5L^�@VYR�;PTLZ�4HNHaPUL 
article helped. 

SK: And the dress the woman was wearing was made 
I`�6SP]L&

:7!� @LZ��0[�^HZ�PUZWPYLK�I`�H�-YLUJO�KLZPNULY�UHTLK�
.YuZ¶¶(SP_�.YuZ��

SK: Was everything one of a kind?

SP: Yeah, mostly with cholis and things like that. They 
^LYL�HS^H`Z�VUL�VM�H�RPUK�ILJH\ZL�[OL`�^LYL�THKL�I`�
0UKPHU� ^VTLU�� ,HJO� VUL� ^HZ� KPɈLYLU[�� 0� KPKU»[� RUV^�
[OLYL� ^HZ� Z\JO� H� ]HYPL[`� VM� Z[\Ɉ�� (Z� H�TH[[LY� VM� MHJ[��
1VOU� .YLNN�� ^OV� 0� OH]LU»[� OLHYK� MYVT� MVY� V]LY� ÄM[`�
ZL]LU�`LHYZ��ZLU[�TL�H�WHJRHNL�Q\Z[�[OL�V[OLY�KH �̀�0[»Z�H�
JOVSP�MYVT�^H`�IHJR�^OLU��0�NH]L�P[�[V�VUL�VM�T`�MYPLUKZ��
2H[PL�� ^OV� OHZ� H� Z[VYL� VU� :P_[O� :[YLL[� ^OLYL� -\TP»Z�
Z[VYL�\ZLK�[V�IL��0[»Z�JHSSLK�B5VTHK�=PU[HNLD��9PNO[�ULHY�
Cooper Union.

ZVTL[PTLZ�0»K�NV�VU�^LLRLUKZ��(UK�[OLU�^OLU�0�OHK�H�
]HJH[PVU�0»K�NV�\W�[OLYL��;OH[�^HZ�]LY`�UPJL��0[�^HZ�Q\Z[�
struggling artists. When we decided that I was going to 
NV�HUK�ZLL�OPT�\W�[OLYL��OL�YLX\LZ[LK�HU�PU[LY]PL^�^P[O�
a woman in the city who owned the place to ask if she 
was against interracial couples. She said no. That was 
UPJL��/LY�O\ZIHUK�^HZ�H�ÄZOLYTHU�VY�ZVTL[OPUN��

SK: How were you treated going around with your 
^OP[L�IV`MYPLUK&�

:7!� 0[�^HZ�ÄUL��

:2!� 7LVWSL�KPKU»[�JHYL��

:7!� 0M�[OL`�KPK��0�KPKU»[��;OL�VUS`�[PTL�0�OHK�H�WYVISLT�
was once when I wanted an apartment and had to get 
him to sign the lease so I could come in as his wife. 
Where we hung around were places that were pretty 
+LTVJYH[PJ�� SPILYHS�� 0� JHU»[� YLTLTILY� [OL� IHK� WHY[Z�� 0�
N\LZZ�0�^V\SKU»[�^HU[�[V��
 Later on, Nancy decided to go to Paris, where her 
IYV[OLY�^HZ��:OL�TV]LK� [V�7HYPZ��HUK� 0� MVSSV^LK�OLY�� 0�
KVU»[�YLTLTILY�[OL�[PTL�MYHTL��I\[�0�YLTLTILY�Z[H`PUN�
^P[O�OLY��:OL�[VSK�TL�HIV\[�[OL�(SSPHUJL�-YHUsHPZL��HUK�
they hooked me up with a family who owned a factory 
PU� 3PSSL�� ;OL`� OHK� [OLPY� HWHY[TLU[� PU� 7HYPZ� Q\Z[� VɈ� [OL�
Tuileries Garden. 
� ;OL�̂ H`�0�JV\SK�SP]L�[OLYL�H[�]LY`�SP[[SL�L_WLUZL�̂ HZ�
that in the morning I gave the daughter English lessons 
and after she went to school, I had English conversation 
[PTL�^P[O�[OL�TV[OLY��(M[LY�[OH[��HIV\[�UVVU��0�^HZ�MYLL��
So I had the whole day to hang out and see a lot of Paris 
HUK�NV�[V�[OL�NHSSLYPLZ�HUK�Z[\Ɉ�SPRL�[OH[��

SK: Did you meet people there? 

SP: Yeah. I was so involved with Adolf [Adolfo 
2HTPUZR`D� [OH[� [OL�WLVWSL� 0�TL[�^LYL�(TLYPJHU�HY[PZ[Z�
we had known in Greenwich Village. 

:2!� (KVSM�^HZ�`V\Y�IV`MYPLUK��/V^�KPK�`V\�TLL[&

SP: I met him at a party and we clicked right away. We 
lived together for the time that I was there and traveled 
HSS�HYV\UK�^P[O�OPZ�QVI�HZ�H�WOV[VNYHWOLY�

SK: Was he French? 

SP: Oui�� @LHO�� /L� ^HZ� IVYU� PU� .LYTHU �̀� /PZ� MHTPS`�
TV]LK� [V� 7HYPZ�� /L� ^HZ� H� TLTILY� VM� [OL� -YLUJO�
Resistance and forged identity documents. 

SK: Oh, right. He was Jewish. 

:7!� @LHO��/L�NV[�H� QVI�^P[O�[OPZ�JVTWHU`�HUK�THKL�
pictures of all of the major cities for them for postcards 
HUK� JHSLUKHYZ�� >L� [YH]LSLK� HUK� SP]LK� PU� H� [LU[�� I\[�
^L� HS^H`Z� JHTL� IHJR�� 0� SLM[� 7HYPZ� ILJH\ZL� 0� NV[� ZPJR��
I went to a party and when we got home and I went 
[V� ILK�� 0� ZHPK�� ¸(KVSM�� 0»T� SVVRPUN� KV^U� H[�T`ZLSM� SPRL�
0�^HZ� VU� [OL� JLPSPUN�¹�/L� ZHPK�� ¸)PZJHU¹·[OH[�^HZ� OPZ�
UPJRUHTL�MVY�TL·¸^OH[�HYL�`V\�[HSRPUN�HIV\[&¹�0�ZHPK��
¸0»T�SVVRPUN�H[�T`ZLSM�¹�/L�PTTLKPH[LS`�KYV]L�TL�[V�[OL�
American  hospital.

SK: What did you have? 

:7!� ;VV�T\JO�Y\T��0�OHK�UL]LY�OHK�Y\T�ILMVYL��;OL`�
W\[�TL�PU�H�YVVT�^OLYL�[OL�KVJ[VYZ�X\LZ[PVULK�TL��6UL�
KVJ[VY�^V\SK�X\LZ[PVU�TL�HUK�[OLU�OL�^V\SK�SLH]L�HUK�
HUV[OLY� KVJ[VY� ^V\SK� JVTL� PU� HUK� X\LZ[PVU� TL�� (UK�
[OLU�[OL`�HSS�JHTL�PU�HUK�ZHPK��¸@V\�JHU�NV�OVTL�UV �̂¹�
They took me out in the hall where Adolf was waiting for 
TL��/L�ZHPK��¸>OH[�HYL� [OL`� SH\NOPUN�HIV\[&¹�;OL`�HSS�
came out hysterical, laughing at me.
� 0� KLJPKLK� H[� [OH[� WVPU[� 0� ^HZU»[� NVPUN� [V� KPL� PU�
7HYPZ��0�^HZ�NVPUN�IHJR�OVTL��0�JHTL�IHJR�[V�7P[[ZI\YNO�
HUK�NV[�H�QVI�H[�H�ZVJPHS�HNLUJ`�VU�[OL�5VY[O�:PKL��4`�
TV[OLY� OLSWLK�TL� I\`� H� JHY�� 6UL� UPNO[� 0� ^HZ� KYP]PUN�
OVTL�MYVT�^VYR¶¶0�SP]LK�VU�[OL�>LZ[�:PKL��;OLYL»Z�H�QHaa�
JS\I�JHSSLK� [OL�*YH^MVYK�.YPSS� YPNO[� PU� [OL�JLU[LY�VM� [OL�
(MYPJHU�(TLYPJHU�HYLH�VM�7P[[ZI\YNO��0�[OV\NO[�0»K�Z[VW�PU�
HUK�OLHY�ZVTL�T\ZPJ��0�^HZ�ZV�IYH]L��KVPUN�HSS�[OH[�Z[\Ɉ�
I`�T`ZLSM��;OL�UPNO[�ILMVYL�� 0� OHK� YLJLP]LK�HU�6YUL[[L�
*VSLTHU�YLJVYK�MYVT�H�IVVR�JS\I�0�ILSVUNLK�[V�[OH[�ZLU[�
records out for advertising or as gifts or something. When 
0�^HSRLK�PU[V�[OL�UPNO[JS\I��^OV�^HZ�WSH`PUN�I\[�6YUL[[L�
Coleman. I went up to him and said, “I got your record in 
[OL�THPS�̀ LZ[LYKH �̀¹�/L�ZHPK��̧ 9LHSS`&¹�0�ZHPK��̧ @LHO�¹�HUK�
PU]P[LK�OPT�[V�NV�[V�[OL�/PNOSHUK�7HYR�4\ZL\T�[OL�UL_[�
KH`�PM�OL�̂ HU[LK�[V��0�RUL^�OL�KPK��>L�ILJHTL�]LY`�NVVK�
friends. When I returned to New York, he was playing at 
the Five Spot Café, which was around Fourteenth Street 
and Third Avenue. I went in to see him and then I went to 
his loft afterwards while he was there. 

:2!� >OH[»Z�[OPZ�WPJ[\YL�BSVVRPUN�[OYV\NO�:HYH»Z�IPUKLY�
VM�HYJOP]HS��TH[LYPHSZD&

:7!� (�WOV[VNYHWO�ZVTLIVK`�[VVR�PU�T`�Z[VYL�^OLU�0�
ÄYZ[�VWLULK�VU�:L]LU[O�:[YLL[��(UK�[OPZ�PZ�[OL�New York 
Times, with the kind of Indian clothing I was selling. Do 
you know Bill Cunningham?

SK: Yeah. 

:7!� >LSS�� OL� [VVR� [OL� ÄYZ[� WOV[VNYHWOZ� VM� T`�
store when he was still working in Chicago for the 
*OPJHNV� ;YPI\UL. Actually, I got a photograph from 
OPT� [OL� V[OLY� KH �̀� ILMVYL� OL� KPLK� [OPZ� SHZ[� TVU[O�
VY� ZV�� HUK� OL� ^YV[L� H� UV[L� VU� [OL� IHJR� VM� P[� ZH`PUN�
OV^� T\JO� OL� LUQV`LK� TLL[PUN� TL� IHJR� PU� [OL� »��Z�� 
 This is one of the kids who was working for Calvin 
2SLPU�PU�[OL�»��Z��0�JHU»[�YLTLTILY�^OV�OL�PZ�UV �̂�0�NV[�
Calvin Klein to write a letter for me when I wanted to work 
at the Studio Museum in Harlem. 

SK: Did you? 

:7!� @LHO��0�^VYRLK�[OLYL��0�JHU»[�YLTLTILY�PM�0�^VYRLK�
[OLYL�HZ�H�]VS\U[LLY�VY�NV[�WHPK�BSH\NOZD�

SK: Who are these people? 

:7!� ;OPZ�PZ�>VVKPL�2PUN�HUK�[OPZ�PZ�:LYL[�B:JV[[D��:OL�
worked for me, and she was in movies. What is that?

:2!� (�SL[[LY�MYVT�`V\�[V�3PUKH�6»2LLML�H[�Metropolitan 
Home!�¸0�HT�V\[YHNLK�[OH[�T`�I\ZPULZZ�KPK�UV[�YLJLP]L�
H�ZPUNSL�JYLKP[�PU�ºTHRPUN�H�NYHUK�HUK�NYHJLM\S�NLZ[\YL»�
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:2!� /V^�KPK�`V\�TLL[�2LU�B;PZHD&�

:7!� /L� Q\Z[� JHTL� PU[V� [OL� Z[VYL� HUK� ^L� OP[� P[� VɈ�� 
/L� JHTL� PU� [V� HZR�TL� PM� 0� ULLKLK� ZVTLIVK`� [V�^VYR�
there, something like that. 

SK: He says that you taught him a lot. 

SP: Well, he likes to pay compliments to people.  
He taught me a lot. 

SK: What did he teach you?

SP: Art and looking––general art education. We hung 
out a lot together. You know Details magazine? At that 
[PTL� P[� ^HZ� V^ULK� I`·0� MVYNL[� OLY� UHTL� BWLYOHWZ�
(UUPL�-SHUKLYZD��:OL� SP]LK�VU� [OL�JVYULY�VM�:WYPUN�HUK�
West Broadway and we were all friends and used to 
party  together. 

SK: She founded Details magazine? 

:7!� @LHO��:OL�ZVSK� [OH[�THNHaPUL��WYVIHIS`� MVY�H� SV[�
of money. 

SK: So, as soon as you opened the store, it started 
making money? 

SP: When I opened the store, I was still working. 
>OLU� P[�NV[� [V�IL� [VV�T\JO�� 0�NH]L�\W�T`� QVI� [V�Z[HY[�
working there. 

:2!� @V\Y�ZVJPHS�^VYR�QVI&

:7!� @LHO��6Ɉ�HUK�VU�K\YPUN�T`�JHYLLY� 0�^V\SK�IL� PU�
social work. 

SK: After you had this store on Eighth Street,  
you opened up the store in SoHo? 

SP: On Seventh Street. 

SK: Why did you move to SoHo?

:7!� ;OH[»Z�^OLYL�P[�^HZ�OHWWLUPUN��0�YLTLTILY�ZP[[PUN�
on the doorstep of a restaurant across the street, called 
Station something. I knew the couple who owned it.  
0�ZHPK��¸;OH[»Z�[OL�UL_[�Z[VYL�0»K�SPRL�[V�TV]L�PU[V�¹�0�[OPUR�
P[� ^HZ� LTW[`PUN� V\[� VY� OHK� ILLU� LTW[ �̀� ;OL� NPYS� ^OV�
was the real estate agent got the store for me, which 
^HZ�YLHSS`�]LY`�UPJL��ILJH\ZL�I`�[OH[�[PTL�WLVWSL�^LYL�
ILNPUUPUN�[V�SVVR�`V\�H[�`V\�[OPZ�^H`�HUK�[OH[�^H �̀�

SK: What people? 

SP: Society. Becoming more color-conscious. 

SK: You think it was more color-conscious than when 
you were growing up? 

:7!� >OLU�0�^HZ�NYV^PUN�\W��P[�^HZU»[�ZV�T\JO�PU�[OL�
VWLU��0M�`V\�ZHPK�¸2\�2S\_�2SHU¹�^OLU�0�^HZ�`V\UN��[OH[�
^HZ�ZVTL[OPUN�^H`�IHJR�V]LY�[OLYL��

:2!� @V\»YL�ZH`PUN�[OH[�P[�Z[HY[LK�^OLU�`V\�^LYL�PU�[OL�
East Village?

:7!� 0[�^HZU»[� [VV�IHK� PU� [OL�,HZ[�=PSSHNL��I\[� YLU[PUN�
H�WSHJL�ILJHTL�KPɉJ\S[��>OLU�0�^HZ�SP]PUN�^P[O�5HUJ �̀�
ZOL� HUK� 0� HUK� VUL� VM� [OL� NPYSZ� MYVT� 4VIPSPaH[PVU� MVY�
@V\[O�^LU[� [V� YLU[� H� WSHJL� VU��TH`IL�� )HYYV^� :[YLL[��
>L� YLU[LK� H� IHZLTLU[� HWHY[TLU[�� (SS� [OYLL� VM� \Z�^P[O�
V\Y�THZ[LY»Z�KLNYLLZ��I\[�P[�^HZ�ZV�\UMYPLUKS`�[OH[�ÄUHSS`� 
I moved across the street. I think I was going with Wolf 
then and he signed the lease. Johanna Schmidt, that was 
[OL�V[OLY�NPYS��ZOL�THYYPLK�[OL�KPYLJ[VY�VM�4VIPSPaH[PVU�MVY�
Youth. That was an interracial marriage, too. 

SK: So, you decided that SoHo was happening.

SP: Yeah. Craft Caravan was on the corner of one of 
the streets down there, and I used to stop in and see 
them. They told me that the store on Spring Street was 
VJJ\WPLK�I`�H�JV\WSL�VM�,HZ[�0UKPHU�N\`Z�^OV�MLS[�[OL`�
^LYLU»[�KVPUN�[OL�RPUK�VM�I\ZPULZZ�[OL`�ZOV\SK��:V�0�TL[�
them, negotiated with them, and I took that store. That 
^HZ�H[�����:WYPUN�:[YLL[��5L_[�KVVY�[V�[OL�:WYPUN�:[YLL[�
Bar, which was very popular. 

:2!� >HZ�[OL�Z[VYL�VU�:[��4HYR»Z�Z[PSS�KVPUN�^LSS&�

SP: Yeah, I guess so. 

:2!� @V\�Q\Z[�^HU[LK�[V�TV]L�ULPNOIVYOVVKZ&

:7!� 0� JHU»[� YLTLTILY� ^O`� 0� SLM[� P[�� I\[� P[� ^HZU»[� H� 
IHK�[OPUN��

:2!� /H]L�̀ V\�ILLU�[V�:[��4HYR»Z�SH[LS`&�0[»Z�ZV�KPɈLYLU[�

:7!� 5V�� 0� KVU»[� NV� HU`WSHJL� HU`TVYL�� 0� KVU»[� L]LU�
go down to Spring Street or TriBeCa. I go to the corner 
OLYL·:P_[O� (]LU\L�� 0� Q\Z[� Z[VWWLK� [YH]LSPUN�� 0� KPKU»[�
YLHSPaL�OV^�VSK�0�^HZ�\U[PS�2LU�HUK�0�ZH[�KV^U�[V�ÄN\YL�P[�
out. I thought, Oh, I’ve had it! 

SK: When was the last time you worked? 

SP: At my store in TriBeCa. I met that guy I was married 
[V�MVY�ZL]LU�KH`Z·`LHYZ��0�^PZO�0�OHK�VUS`�ILLU�THYYPLK�
for seven days.

SK: How long were you married? 

SP: It was a couple of years. Afterwards, I had a 
IYLHRKV^U� HUK� ^LU[� [V� *HSPMVYUPH�� 0� JHTL� IHJR� HUK�
moved out of there. I left wonderful things in there, 
wonderful furniture and everything else. 
� 0�Z[VYLK�ZVTL�Z[\Ɉ�PU�KPɈLYLU[�MYPLUKZ»�IHZLTLU[Z¶¶
^OPJO�PZ�Z[PSS�PU�ZVTL�WLVWSL»Z�IHZLTLU[Z¶¶HUK�Z[VYHNL��
;OH[»Z�^OLU�0�TV]LK�[V�[OL�:HS]H[PVU�(YT �̀�0�[OV\NO[�0»K�
go there for no more than a month until I found a place. I 
KPKU»[�OH]L�HU`�S\JR�ÄUKPUN�VUL��0»]L�ILLU�H[�[OL�M\JRPUN�
:HS]H[PVU�(YT �̀�[OPZ�WSHJL��MVY�V]LY�[LU�`LHYZ��(UK�0»T�PU�
H�YVVT�HIV\[�[OL�ZPaL�VM�[OLZL�[OYLL�[HISLZ��:V�[OH[»Z�[OL�
end of the story. 

SK: Do you see Fumi? 

:7!� @LHO��I\[�ZOL»Z� PU�/H^HPP� YPNO[�UV �̂�:OL�^LU[� [V�
ZLL�OLY�IYV[OLY�^OV�PZ�PU�[OL�OVZWP[HS��;OL`�OH]L�H�OV\ZL�
[OLYL�� ZV� ZOL»Z� [HRPUN� JHYL� VM� P[�� 0� KVU»[� RUV^� PM� ZOL»Z�
NVPUN� [V� JVTL� IHJR�� /LY� ZVU�PU�SH^� PZ� H� N\P[HYPZ[� HUK�
he travels a lot around the world––classical guitar––and 
OLY�KH\NO[LY�WSH`Z� PU� H� MLTHSL�X\HY[L[��(UK� [OL`�OH]L�
grandchildren. Her granddaughter is living in her place 
on Fourteenth Street. 

SK: So you opened the store on Seventh Street and 
[OLU�`V\�VWLULK�HUV[OLY�VUL�VU�:[��4HYR»Z��I\[�`V\�RLW[�
the Seventh Street store as your workplace and for a 
^OPSL�`V\Y�SP]PUN�X\HY[LYZ��

:7!� 0»T�SPRL�H�UVTHK¶¶0�TV]LK�L]LY`^OLYL��0»]L�ILLU�
PU�Ä]L�VY�ZP_�KPɈLYLU[�WSHJLZ�PU�[OL�=PSSHNL��

:2!� >OH[�^HZ�P[�SPRL�PU�[OH[�ULPNOIVYOVVK�H[�[OL�[PTL&�

SP: Ukrainian. The store was across from a Ukrainian 
ZJOVVS�HUK�[OLYL»Z�H�<RYHPUPHU�JO\YJO�[OLYL��6\Y�SHUKSVYK�
HUK�TVZ[�VM�[OL�[LUHU[Z� PU�T`�I\PSKPUN�^LYL�<RYHPUPHU��
L_JLW[�T`�MYPLUKZ�[OL�7SLUKH�ZPZ[LYZ��6UL�VM�[OL�ZPZ[LYZ�
B*HYVS�7SLUKHD�̂ HZ�THYYPLK�[V�[OL�WHPU[LY�)VI�;OVTWZVU��
^OV�PZ�KLHK�UV �̂�;OL`�OHK�H�Z[VYL�VU�:P_[O�:[YLL[��0[�̂ HZ�
like a little community. Nice times. 

SK: When did you start doing your own collecting 
and  traveling?

SP: I think it was when I took the store on Spring Street 
PU�:V/V��0�ILSPL]L�[OH[»Z�^OLU�0�[VVR�T`�ÄYZ[�[YPW��5V �̂�
where the hell did I go? 

:2!� +PK� [OL� Z[VYL� Z[HY[� VɈ� KVPUN� ]LY`�^LSS&�>HZ� P[� H�
success monetarily? 

SP: Oh, yeah, the store always did well. 

SK: Were you the main owner of it? 

SP: Yeah. 

:2!� +PK� 6SP]L� HUK� -\TP� KYPM[� H^H`� H� IP[� HM[LY� [OL� 
:[��4HYR»Z�Z[VYL&

:7!� 5V��:VTL[PTLZ�PM�[OL`�THKL�ZVTL[OPUN�^L»K�ZLSS�
P[� PU�[OL�Z[VYL�HUK�[OL`»K�NL[�WHPK�MVY�P[��(UK�[OLU�-\TP�
opened her own store. 

:2!� 4VZ[�VM�^OH[�^HZ�ILPUN�ZVSK�PU�2UVIRLYY`�VU�:[��
4HYR»Z�^HZ�[L_[PSLZ��YPNO[&

:7!� ;L_[PSLZ� HUK� JVZ[\TLZ��>L�KPK� VUL� [OPUN� MVY� �� �� ��
^OV»Z�[OH[�ZPUNLY&�;OH[�SV\K�ZPUNLY��:OL»Z�KLHK�UV �̂�>OP[L�
NPYS��1HUPZ�B1VWSPUD��̀ LHO��(UK�1PTP�/LUKYP_��(UK�[OLU�ZVTL�
of the other people in that whole group of performers. 

:2!� ;OL`�\ZLK�[V�JVTL�[V�[OL�Z[VYL�HUK�I\`�[OPUNZ&

:7!� @LHO�� ILJH\ZL� :[�� 4HYR»Z� ^HZ� [OL� Z[YLL[� ^P[O�
[OL�,SLJ[YPJ�*PYJ\Z�HUK�2YPZ[PUH�.VYI`»Z�Z[VYL��:OL�^HZ�
married to Jules Olitski. And then there was Jackie Lewis, 

who had opened Grand Hotel around the corner. Jackie 
NH]L�\W�[OH[�I\ZPULZZ�HUK�VWLULK�H�ZWH�PU�[OL�)HOHTHZ�
VY�ZVTL�WSHJL�B1HJRPL»Z�VU�[OL�9LLM��1HTHPJHD��;YHZO�HUK�
=H\KL]PSSL� OHK� HU� L_[YH� Z[VYL� VU�:[��4HYR»Z�7SHJL� [OH[�
I took. There was an African American partner in that 
Z[VYL¶¶^OH[»Z�OPZ�UHTL&�/L»Z�KLHK�UV �̂�/L�^HZ�[OL�VUL�
who got the idea that I should have their shop when they 
TV]LK� [V� [OL�V[OLY�VUL�VU�:[��4HYR»Z��,]LY`IVK`�^HZ�
MYPLUKZ��0[�^HZ�H�JSVZL��ULPNOIVYOVVK�

SK: What were some other stores? 

:7!� 6UL� ZVSK� 1HWHULZL� Z[\Ɉ�� 3LLRHU� +LZPNUZ� ^LYL�
(ZPHU�HUK�5VY[O�(MYPJHU�KLHSLYZ��6O��[OH[»Z�^OLU�0�^HZ�PU�
:V/V��1HJX\LZ�*HYJHUHN\LZ�HUK�3LLRHU�+LZPNUZ��;OL`�
opened down around Spring and Broadway. They were 
good friends, too. And then I had a couple of Japanese 
dealers I was very close to. One was called Noriko.  
0�RUV^�5VYPRV�ÄUHSS`�TV]LK�V\[�[V�3VUN�0ZSHUK��>HZ�ZOL�
PU�6HRZ�)S\Ɉ&� 0»T�UV[�X\P[L�Z\YL��(U`^H �̀�ZOL�VWLULK�
H� 1HWHULZL� Z[VYL� V\[� [OLYL�� 0� OH]L� ZVTL� VM� OLY� Z[\Ɉ��
(UK�4YZ��;HYH��1LZZPJH�;HYH��\ZLK�[V�IYPUN�TL�1HWHULZL�
[L_[PSLZ·PUKPNVZ��:OL�TV]LK�[V�*HSPMVYUPH��0»T�UV[�Z\YL�PM�
she is living now or not. 
� 1PTP�/LUKYP_�^V\SK�JVTL�PU�HUK�Q\Z[�ZP[�VU�H�Z[VVS�
HUK�^H[JO� OPZ�^VTLU� [Y`� VU� Z[\Ɉ��4PSLZ� B+H]PZD� UL]LY�
JHTL�PU��/L�\ZLK�[V�NV�[V�(UKYLH»Z�Z[VYL��(UKYLH��ZOL�
TV]LK�\W�[V�;OPY[PL[O�:[YLL[�� 0[»Z�JHSSLK�(UKYLH�(YHUV^�
;L_[PSL�B+LZPNU�*VSSLJ[PVUD��:OL�ZLSSZ�TVZ[S`�[L_[PSLZ�HUK�
[L_[PSL�KLZPNUZ�[V�IPN�KLZPNULYZ�UV �̂�\W[V^U�KLZPNULYZ��
=VN\L�KLZPNULYZ��0�JHU»[�YLTLTILY�^OH[�[OL�UHTL�VM�OLY�
Z[VYL�^HZ�IHJR�[OLU�B+HRV[H�;YHUZP[D�
� 0�Z[PSS�ZLL�OLY��2LU�HUK�(UKYLH�OHK�H�IPY[OKH`�WHY[`�
MVY�TL�PU�5V]LTILY�H[�[OL�:WHUPZO�YLZ[H\YHU[�KV^U�[OL�
street here. 

SK: When you had the store on Eighth Street, what 
was going on in your personal life? Who were you seeing, 
what you were doing?

SP: I was really involved in the store. Running it, making 
Z[\Ɉ��HUK�[YH]LSPUN·P[�̂ HZ�H�NVVK�[PTL��(UK�KVPUN�ZOV^Z�� 
 I made a trip to Africa. I went to Senegal and then 
Ghana and Nigeria, a couple of other African countries.  
0�JVSSLJ[LK�[L_[PSLZ�HUK�HY[��

:2!� +V�`V\�OH]L�HU`�TLTVYPLZ�VM�[OVZL�ÄYZ[�[YPWZ&�

:7!� ;OL`�[YLH[LK�TL�SPRL�H�X\LLU��>OLU�0�SLM[�:LULNHS�[V�
NV�[V�5PNLYPH��0�KPKU»[�OH]L�H�OV[LS�YLZLY]H[PVU��;OL`�ZH^�P[�
was an American and a Black single woman and they got 
TL�IVVRLK�PU�H�OV[LS�[OH[�JVZ[�H�MVY[\UL��;OLU�0�^LU[�[V�
Northern Lagos, and at that time the African Games were 
NVPUN�VU��>OV»Z�[OL�MHTV\Z�(MYPJHU�H[OSL[L&�(U`^H �̀�OPZ�
IYV[OLY�^HZ�H�[L_[PSL�KLZPNULY�HUK�^L�ILJHTL�MYPLUKS �̀�
HUK�^LU[�HYV\UK�JVSSLJ[PUN�(MYPJHU�VIQLJ[Z·[OH[�^HZ�PU�
1978. I was always making patchwork clothing. I made a 
JVH[�IHJR�PU�� ���[OH[�0�^LHY�UV �̂�;OH[»Z�T`�ZVSL�^PU[LY�
JVH[��0�JHU»[�ILSPL]L�P[��
� � (UK�0�OHK�H�ZOV^�VM�+H]PK�B/HTTVUZD��0�TL[�
him when I was living on Spring Street and had storage,  
I think. He came into the store and just started putting 
Z[\Ɉ�[VNL[OLY��4HRPUN�SP[[SL�HY[�VIQLJ[Z�HUK�PUZ[HSSH[PVUZ��0[�
^HZ�H�ILH\[PM\S��ILH\[PM\S�ZOV �̂�(�JV\WSL�VM�WLVWSL�^YV[L�
HIV\[�P[��>L�KPKU»[�L]LU�ZLUK�PU]P[H[PVUZ�VY�HU`[OPUN��

1 The John and Mary R. Markle Memorial 
residence, dedicated in 1930 under the auspices of 
the Salvation Army, is located at 123 West Thirteenth 
Street in Manhattan.
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at it, picked up the two mallets, looked at the mallets, 
tapped the thing, and then started playing it. You have to 
YLHSPaL�[OLYL»Z�UV�OVWL�VM�L]LY�ILJVTPUN�H�YLHS�T\ZPJPHU�
unless you have that kind of gift. He could just look at an 
PUZ[Y\TLU[�HUK�ÄUK�[OL�UV[LZ�[V�THRL�T\ZPJ��.VK�JHU�
KV�[OH[��[VV��+VU�Q\Z[�ZH[�PU�:HYH»Z�ZOVW��THRPUN�T\ZPJ��

:2!� ;OH[»Z�H�ILH\[PM\S�Z[VY �̀

*++!� 0[�^HZ� YLHSS`� UPJL�� I\[� P[� ^HZ� HSZV�T`� YLHSPaH[PVU�
VM�H�JVUMV\UKPUN�[OPUN�HIV\[�T\ZPJ�MVY�TL��[OH[�OL�Q\Z[�
^HSRLK�PU�HUK�JV\SK�KV�[OH[��/L�^HZ�IVYU�^P[O�[OH[�RPUK�
VM�IYPSSPHUJL��@V\�JV\SK�NP]L�+VU�*OLYY`�H�[PU�JHU��W\[�H�
OVSL� PU� P[��HUK�OL�JV\SK�THRL�T\ZPJ�VU� P[��/L�^V\SKU»[�
just toot on it, he would make music.

:2!� +PK�`V\�^HU[�[V�IL�H�T\ZPJPHU&

*++!� 5V�� I\[� 0� LUQV`LK� T\ZPJ� HUK� ^HZ� MHZJPUH[L 
K�I`� P[��:HYH�^HZ�VU� [OL� ZHTL�ISVJR�HZ� [OL�-P]L�:WV[�
Café. Across the street was a place called The Dom,  
a legendary Lower East Side dance hall or music hall.  
Sara knew all these musicians, they were all friends. 
;OLYL�^HZ�[OPZ�IHZZ�WSH`LY��1PTT`�.HYYPZVU��^OV�\ZLK�
[V�WSH`�^P[O�1VOU�*VS[YHUL��HUK�OPZ�ZLJVUK�^PML��9VILY[H�
,ZJHTPSSH�.HYYPZVU��\ZLK�[V�JVTL�I �̀�:OL�^HZ�H�KHUJLY��
HUK�ZOL�̂ V\SK�JVTL�V\[�HUK�OHUN�V\[�H[�:HYH»Z�HSS�[OL�[PTL�� 
:V�� L]LY`IVK`�^OV�^HZ� HU� HY[PZ[� PU�5L^�@VYR�*P[`� VU�
[OL�3V^LY�,HZ[�:PKL�RUL^�:HYH»Z�ZOVW��HUK�^V\SK�JVTL�
I`�HUK�OHUN�V\[��0[�^HZ�Z\JO�H�JVTMVY[HISL�WSHJL�[V�IL�� 
0[�^HZ�ZV�]PZ\HSS`�L_JP[PUN��[OL�WSHJL�^HZ�Q\Z[�ILH\[PM\S��
(UK� OLY� HIPSP[`� [V� JVTIPUL� PU[LYUH[PVUHS� MHIYPJZ� HUK�
VIQLJ[Z�PUZWPYLK�L]LY`IVK �̀�7LVWSL�ZLU[�QL^LSY �̀�

SK: Sara would design it as well, I think.

*++!� :OL�^V\SK�KLZPNU�ZVTL�QL^LSY �̀�I\[�ZOL�HSZV�OHK�
0UKPHU� ZPS]LY�� 0� IV\NO[� H� ILH\[PM\S� 0UKPHU� IYHJLSL[� MYVT�
her. Her prices were ridiculous. There were some sacred 
VIQLJ[Z��[VV��/LY�[HZ[L�^HZ�ZV�NVVK��([�[PTLZ��ZOL�OHK�
jewelry designers like Vincent Wilson working there.  
0�IV\NO[�VUL�VM�OPZ�WPLJLZ��:OL�\ZLK�[V�ZLSS�QL^LSY`�I`�(Y[�
Smith, a pioneering Black designer. 

:2!� ;OH[»Z� ^OH[� L]LY`VUL� ZH`Z¶¶[OH[� OLY� [HZ[L� ^HZ�
ZV�NVVK��0[�^HZU»[� Q\Z[�HU�PU]LU[VY`�VM�MVYLPNU�VY�L_V[PJ�
materials. It was a curated store.

CDD: Whatever she had, it was the ideal of that thing. 
0M� P[�^HZ�HU� 0UKPHU�ZPS]LY�IYHJLSL[�� P[�^V\SK�IL� [OL�ILZ[�
VM�0UKPHU�ZPS]LY�IYHJLSL[Z��0M�P[�^HZ�HU�HTILY�ULJRSHJL��P[�
^V\SK�IL�[OL�ILZ[�VM�[OH[��;OL�ÄYZ[�[PTL�0�L]LY�ZH^�[OVZL�
IPN�HTILY�ILHKZ�[OH[�JVTL�V\[�VM�(MYPJH�̂ HZ�PU�OLY�ZOVW��

:2!� >OH[�HIV\[�WH[JO^VYR&

*++!� :OL�^HZ�VUL�VM� [OL�ÄYZ[� [V�KV�WH[JO^VYR��:OL»K�
[HRL� MHIYPJZ� MYVT�(MYPJH�HUK� MYVT� 0UKPH� [OH[�^LYL� YLHSS`�
0UKVULZPHU�+\[JO�̂ H_�WYPU[Z�THKL�MVY�[OL�(MYPJHU�THYRL[�
I\[�[OH[�^LYL�JVUZPKLYLK�(MYPJHU�WYPU[Z��:VTL�VM�P[�^HZ�
HJ[\HSS`�THKL�^P[O� HU�(MYPJHU� ZLUZPIPSP[ �̀� \ZPUN�(MYPJHU�
KLZPNUZ��I\[�H� SV[�JHTL�V\[�VM� 0UKVULZPHU� PKLHZ�HIV\[�
^OH[�(MYPJHU�KLZPNU�ZOV\SK�IL��:OL�^V\SK�J\[�[OLT�\W�
PU[V� ZX\HYLZ�� HIV\[� Ä]L�PUJO� ZX\HYLZ�� HUK� ZOL� ^V\SK�
make patchwork clothing with them. There is a picture 
I`�+H^V\K�)L`�VM�TL�^LHYPUN�H�ZJHYM�[OH[�^HZ�VUL�VM�
those things.

She would make coats and shirts and things like  
[OH[�� [VV�� 0[� ^HZ� SPRL� H� ZLUZPIPSP[`� PU� :LULNHS�� ^P[O� [OL�
Mourides, a group of Muslim followers of mystic saints 
PU� :LULNHS¶¶[OL� THQVY� VUL� PZ� :OLPRO� (THKV\� )nTIH�
4InRRL��:OLPRO�)nTIH�OHK�H�KPZJPWSL��:OLPRO�0IYHOPTH�
Fall, who also had groups of people from Senegal who 
were musicians and artists, and their practice was:  
¸>VYR� HUK� THRL� T\ZPJ�¹� 6UL� VM� [OLPY� Z[HUKHYK�
V\[Ä[Z�^HZ� WH[JO^VYR� JSV[OLZ�� ZV� `V\»K� ZLL� [OH[�� ;OL�
photographer Laylah Amatullah Barrayn is actually  
H�2HTVPUNL�TLTILY��I\[�ZOL�KPK�H�ZLYPLZ�VU�[OL�)H`L�-HSS�� 
H�:LULNHSLZL�NYV\W�[OH[�̂ LYL�MVSSV^LYZ�VM�:OLPRO�0IYHOPTH�
Fall. One of their traditional dress is patchwork clothing. 
� )\[�:HYH�^HZ�KVPUN�[OH[�PU�[OL�»��Z�ILMVYL�0�L]LU�
OLHYK�VM�:OLPRO�0IYHOPTH�-HSS�VY�[OL�)H`L�-HSS�4V]LTLU[��
0�KVU»[� [OPUR�ZOL�NV[� P[� MYVT� [OLT�� [OV\NO� 0�KVU»[� [OPUR�
[OL`� NV[� P[� MYVT� OLY� LP[OLY�� 0� [OPUR� [OL`� TPNO[»]L� ILLU�
doing it forever since the time of Sheikh Fall. Part of their 
tradition was that you never threw anything away. If the 
MHIYPJ�^HZ�^VYU�V\[� PU�JLY[HPU�HYLHZ��`V\� Q\Z[�JOVWWLK�
it up into pieces and put mismatched pieces together. 
;OLU�[OH[�ILJVTLZ�H�RPUK�VM�YP[\HS�KYLZZ�MVY�[OLT��0[»Z�UV[�
ZOV^PUN�HU�HLZ[OL[PJ�VM�WV]LY[`�I\[�PUZ[LHK�[OL�PKLH�[OH[�
[OL`�^LYLU»[�IV\UK�I`�Z[HUKHYK�JVU]LU[PVUZ�VM�KYLZZ�

:2!� (SZV��H[�SLHZ[�MYVT�V\Y�WLYZWLJ[P]L��P[»Z�Z\Z[HPUHISL�

CDD: There were a few designers around. There was 
VUL�^VTHU�^OV�\ZLK�[V�IL�THYYPLK�[V�[OL�WHPU[LY�)VI�
Thompson. She had a shop around the corner.

SK: Carol Plenda. And Andrea Aranow?

*++!� @LHO��(UK�-\TP�B:JOTPK[D��

:2!� ;OLYL�PZ�[OL�VYPNPU�Z[VY`�VM�:HYH�NVPUN�MYVT�ILPUN�
H� ZVJPHS� ^VYRLY� [V� KVPUN� [OL� Z[VYL� HUK� ILPUN� HU� HY[PZ[�
herself. Who shaped Sara, would you say? 

CDD: She came from a family that appreciated museums 
and hanging out in art circles. Also, that area was alive 
with art, particularly African American artists. First of all, 
you had all the jazz musicians in the world living there. 
;OLU� `V\� OHK� [OLH[LY� NYV\WZ!� 5LNYV� ,UZLTISL� ^HZ�
around the corner. All the Black players were around, and 
every Black painter was living on the Lower East Side 
H[� [OL� [PTL�� ;OL`� HSS� RUL^�:HYH�� HUK� [OL`� HSS� JHTL�I`�
the shop.

:2!� :OL�PUÅ\LUJLK�ZV�THU`�VM�[OL�WLVWSL�HYV\UK�OLY�

CDD: I agree. Just to think of seeing Ornette in Chinese 
ZPSRZ¶¶6YUL[[L� PZ� YLHSS`� VYPNPUHS�� I\[� [OH[� JVTIPUH[PVU�
VM� PKLHZ��VM�]PZ\HS� PKLHZ� PU� [LYTZ�VM�JSV[OLZ�HUK� MHIYPJ��
[OH[»Z�:HYH��>OLU�6YUL[[L�ÄYZ[�JHTL�[V�[V^U��OL�^HZ�PU�
a standard collegiate 1960s suit with a skinny tie. When 
0�ÄYZ[�ZH^�OPT��OL�^HZ�^LHYPUN�H�IPN�V]LYJVH[�HUK�H�OH[�
^P[OV\[�H�IYPT��>LSS��H� SP[[SL�IP[�VM�H�IYPT��I\[� P[�^HZU»[�
shaped or creased in any way. He looked like a hermit or 
something. A kind of a stylized hermit. But later he wore 
WOVLUP_LZ�LTIYVPKLYLK�PU[V�*OPULZL�ZPSR��;OH[�ZLUZPIPSP[`�
comes out of Sara. 

SK: Right.

CHARLES DANIEL DAWSON

*OHYSLZ� +HUPLS� ¸+HUU`¹� +H^ZVU� PZ� H� WOV[VNYHWOLY��
J\YH[VY�� HY[Z� HKTPUPZ[YH[VY�� JVUZ\S[HU[�� ÄSTTHRLY�� HUK�
ZJOVSHY�IHZLK�PU�5L^�@VYR��/L�PZ�HU�LHYS`�TLTILY�VM�[OL�
Kamoinge Workshop.

Svetlana Kitto:   /V^� KPK� `V\� ÄYZ[� OLHY�
HIV\[�2UVIRLYY`&�

Charles Daniel Dawson: A friend took me there––
1PTTPL� 4HUUHZ�� /L� ^HZ� H[� 5@<»Z� .YHK\H[L� 0UZ[P[\[L�
VM�-PST�HUK�;LSL]PZPVU�[OL�`LHY�ILMVYL�0�H[[LUKLK��0[�^HZ�
� ���� ;OL� ZJOVVS� ^HZ� HYV\UK� [OL� JVYULY� MYVT� :HYH»Z�
ZOVW�� :OL� ^HZ� VU� :[�� 4HYR»Z� 7SHJL� HUK� [OL� ZJOVVS�
^HZ� HYV\UK� [OL� ISVJR� VU� ,HZ[� :L]LU[O�:[YLL[�� 0U� MHJ[��
1PTTPL��PU[YVK\JLK�TL�[V�IV[O�[OL�ÄST�ZJOVVS�HUK�[V�:HYH�� 
� ;OL� ZOVW� [\YULK� V\[� [V� IL� H� KL� MHJ[V� J\S[\YHS�
JLU[LY�ILJH\ZL�HY[PZ[Z�JHTL�I`�HUK�MLS[�ZV�JVTMVY[HISL�� 
:V�THU`�T\ZPJPHUZ�HUK�]PZ\HS�HY[PZ[Z�JHTL�I �̀�(UK�HSZV��
[OL� ZOVW�^HZ� YLHSS`� H[[YHJ[P]L�� 0[�^HZ�H�ILH\[PM\S� ZOVW�� 
I met a lot of musicians there, like Ornette Coleman 
and the singer Leon Thomas. This whole school of 
creative people.

SK: >OH[� ^LYL� `V\Y� ÄYZ[� PTWYLZZPVUZ� VM� [OL� Z[VYL&�
Was there anything else like it at that time?

*++!� 2UVIRLYY`�̂ HZ�MVY�TL�HU�PU[LYUH[PVUHS�̂ VUKLYSHUK��
;OL�Z[VYL�^HZ�\UPX\L¶¶ZOL�^HZ�RPUK�VM�WOPSVZVWOPJHSS`�
eclectic. She would just collect whatever she thought 
^HZ� H� ILH\[PM\S� WPLJL�� :OL� KPKU»[� JHYL� ^OH[� J\S[\YL� P[�
JHTL�MYVT��:V�P[�^V\SK�IL�(MYPJHU��0UKVULZPHU��*OPULZL��
^OH[L]LY�� :OL� KPKU»[� OH]L� H� SV[� VM� 5VY[OLYU� ,\YVWLHU�
Z[\Ɉ��ILJH\ZL�H�SV[�VM�ZOVWZ�HYV\UK�[OL�HYLH�KPK�

SK: Like Ukrainian, right?

*++!� ,_HJ[S �̀�;OLYL�^LYL�<RYHPUPHU�ZOVWZ�[OH[�KPK�[OH[��
ZV� ZOL� KPKU»[� OH]L� [V�� I\[� ZOL� TPNO[� OH]L� ZVTL[OPUN�
,\YVWLHU�[OLYL�ILJH\ZL�P[�̂ HZ�ILH\[PM\S�HUK�YLWYLZLU[LK�
a folk or roots tradition. When she moved to East Seventh 
:[YLL[��ZOL�^HZ�[OLYL�UL_[�KVVY�[V�<RYHPUPHU�ZOVWZ��
� 1HJRPL� B3L^PZD�^HZ� SVJH[LK� YPNO[�KV^U� [OL�Z[YLL[�
HUK�OHK�OLY�IV\[PX\L�.YHUK�/V[LS�[OLYL�

SK: You went there as well?

*++!� 5V��TVZ[S`�:HYH»Z��([�1HJRPL»Z�� 0»K� Q\Z[�NV� PU�HUK�
say hello. But Sara was a close friend. Also, it was much 
TVYL� ^LSJVTPUN�� 5V[� [OH[� 1HJRPL� ^HZU»[� ^LSJVTPUN��
I\[� P[� ^HZ� TVYL� SPRL� H� JVTT\UP[`� LU]PYVUTLU[� [V� NV�
I`�:HYH»Z�

:2!� 0� KVU»[� RUV^� ^OLYL� `V\� ^LYL� H[� ^P[O� `V\Y�
ZJOVSHYZOPW� H[� [OH[� WVPU[�� I\[� PU� [LYTZ� VM� ^OH[� `V\»]L�
[H\NO[�� HUK� ^OH[� `V\»]L� Z[\KPLK�� KV� `V\� YLTLTILY�
HU`[OPUN� ZWLJPÄJHSS`� HIV\[� [OL� TH[LYPHSZ� [OH[� `V\�
saw there? 

CDD: I was only vaguely familiar with African art and 
[L_[PSLZ��0�YLTLTILY�ZOL�OHK�0UKVULZPHU�HUK�(MYPJHU�MHIYPJZ��
She used them for her sewing, also. Sara pulled them all 
[VNL[OLY��ZV�`V\»K�HS^H`Z�IL�HZRPUN�OLY��>OLYL�KPK�[OPZ�
JHTL�MYVT&�/V^»K�̀ V\�NL[�[OH[&�/V^�KV�̀ V\�THRL�[OLT& 
� 0� IV\NO[� H� JVH[� MYVT� OLY�� H� ]LS]L[� QHJRL[� ^P[O� H�
ILH\[PM\S�KLZPNU�LTIVZZLK�PU�[OL�]LS]L[�[OH[�0�\ZLK�HZ�T`�
KYLZZ�\W�JSV[OLZ��0[�^HZ�ISHJR�]LS]L[��ZV�0�IV\NO[�H�WHPY�
VM�ISHJR�]LS]L[�WHU[Z�HUK�[OLU�P[�SVVRLK�SPRL�0�OHK�H�Z\P[��
0[�^HZ� PUJYLKPIS`�ILH\[PM\S��:HYH�ZVSK� P[� [V�TL� MVY�ZVTL�
YPKPJ\SV\Z�WYPJL��SPRL�0�[OPUR�P[�^HZ�VUS`�[OPY[`�Ä]L�KVSSHYZ��
:OL�L]LU[\HSS`�^HU[LK�P[�IHJR��ZV�0�NH]L�P[�IHJR�[V�OLY�

:2!� >O`�KPK�ZOL�^HU[�P[�IHJR&

CDD: Because she was actually just doing me a favor. 
;OPZ� [OPUN�^HZ�WYVIHIS`�^VY[O�H� ML^� [OV\ZHUK�KVSSHYZ��
0»T�Z\YL�ZVTL�LTWLYVY�VY�ZVTL�V[OLY�PTWVY[HU[�WLYZVU�
OHK� P[� THKL�� /LY� ZOVW� ^HZ� M\SS� VM� [OH[�� I\[� HSZV� OHK�
(MYPJHU�ZJ\SW[\YL�HUK�+H]PK�/HTTVUZ»Z�Z[\Ɉ��[VV�

:2!� )\[�`V\�^LU[�[V�[OL�Z[VYL�ILMVYL�+H]PK�/HTTVUZ�
Z[HY[LK�NVPUN�[OLYL��ILJH\ZL�OL�KPKU»[�ZOV^�H[�2UVIRLYY`�
\U[PS�[OL�» �Z�

*++!� 0»T� PU]VS]LK� PU� +H]PK� ILPUN� PU� 5L^� @VYR�� [VV�� 
0�\ZLK�[V�IL�H�J\YH[VY�H[�[OL�:[\KPV�4\ZL\T��HUK�0�JOVZL�
+H]PK��*OHYSLZ�(IYHTZVU��HUK�1VYNL�9VKYPN\La�VUL�`LHY�
when they still allowed me to help choose the artists.  
To help with the process. But they stopped after they 
found out that David and Charles were contrarians––
HU`[OPUN�`V\�ZHPK�[OL`�JV\SKU»[�KV��[OL`�^V\SK�KV�[^PJL��
So they never asked me again. I guess they thought my 
judgment was faulty or too radical.

SK: They were artists in residence? 

*++!� @\W��;OL`�^LYL�HSS�IYPSSPHU[��[VV�

SK: You had mentioned that the shop was like a center 
VM�J\S[\YHS�SPML��I\[�P[�^HZ�ZWLJPÄJHSS`�H�JLU[LY�VM�(MYPJHU�
American cultural life. 

*++!� 0[�^HZU»[�VUS`�(MYPJHU�(TLYPJHUZ��ILJH\ZL�HSS� [OL�
THQVY�HY[PZ[Z�JHTL�I �̀�[VV��3HYY`�9P]LYZ�^V\SK�JVTL�I �̀� 
0� UL]LY� ZH^� OPT�� I\[� HSS� [OL� THQVY� WHPU[LYZ� ^V\SK� 
JVTL�I �̀�,]LY`IVK`�RUL^�HIV\[�:HYH�� 0�^LU[� PU�H� ML^�
times when Louise Nevelson was there. She and Sara 
were friends, and they were just sitting around talking. 
0[�^HZU»[� SPRL�I\ZPULZZ��5L]LSZVU�TPNO[�I\`�ZVTL[OPUN��
I\[� [OL`�^LYL� Q\Z[� MYPLUKZ� [HSRPUN�HIV\[�HY[�HUK� [HSRPUN�
HIV\[�VIQLJ[Z�

:2!� ;V�^OH[� L_[LU[� KPK� :HYH�^HU[� P[� [V� IL� [OH[�^H �̀� 
do you think?

*++!� 0� [OPUR� [OH[»Z� L_HJ[S`� ^OH[� ZOL� ^HU[LK�� :OL�
constructed it like that. Also, she was just welcoming. 
She seemed to have a particular thing for musicians. 
;OL`� ^V\SK� Q\Z[� JVTL� I`� HUK� ZP[� HUK� [HSR¶¶WLVWSL�
actually talked, it was a forum where they could  
hold court.  
� 0�YLTLTILY�NVPUN�PU�VUL�KH`�HUK�[HSRPUN�[V�:HYH��
and she had just gotten a new Indonesian instrument–– 
H� IHTIVV� _`SVWOVUL�� (UK� [OLU�+VU�*OLYY �̀� ^OV�^HZ� 
a famous musician with Ornette, he walked in and looked 
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IL�[YHUZNYLZZP]L��

*++!� 0U�[OL�»��Z��P[�^HZU»[�ZLLU�HZ�[YHUZNYLZZP]L��P[�^HZ�
seen as innovative, even informative.

:2!� 0� TLHU� [YHUZNYLZZP]L� PU� YLSH[PVU� [V� [OL� ZX\HYL��
mainstream culture.

*++!�>LSS�� `LHO�� :[PSS�� [OH[� ^HZ� UV[� [YHUZNYLZZP]L� I\[�
PUZPNO[M\S�� :HYH»Z� ZLLPUN� ILH\[`� PU� HUV[OLY� J\S[\YL�� I\[�
UV[�HWWYVWYPH[PUN�P[��0[�^HZ�ZLLPUN�H�WHYHSSLS�ILH\[`�[OH[�
she could incorporate into something she did. She was 
TH[JOPUN�ILH\[`�^P[O�ILH\[`�^OLU�ZOL�W\[�MHIYPJZ�MYVT�
KPɈLYLU[�J\S[\YLZ�UL_[�[V�LHJO�V[OLY��
 The shop was like that, too. There was everything 
MYVT�HSS�V]LY� [OL�^VYSK��I\[� P[�KPKU»[�JSHZO�ILJH\ZL� [OL�
\UPM`PUN�MHJ[VY�^HZ�OLY�ZLUZPIPSP[`�HUK�[OL�X\HSP[`�VM�[OL�
[OPUNZ�VM�ILH\[ �̀

:2!� >OH[�HIV\[�[OL�WLVWSL�^OV�LUKLK�\W�^LHYPUN�P[&�
Did she care? 

CDD: Well, so many of the things were made for her 
friends. There was also a kind of hierarchy, where some 
of the people who worked in the store made fun of the 
YPJO�^OP[L�^VTLU�^OV�IV\NO[�[OL�VIQLJ[Z�

:2!� 0»]L�^VUKLYLK�HIV\[�[OH[��

*++!�>LSS�� ÄYZ[� VM� HSS�� 1VHUUL�� 3VPZ�� HUK� :LYL[� B:JV[[D�
^LYL�ILH\[PM\S��;OL`�^V\SK�[PL�[OLPY�OHPY�^P[O�H�ILH\[PM\S�
MHIYPJ�HUK�L]LY`IVK`�^V\SK�JVTL�PU�HUK�^HU[�[V�[PL�[OLPY�
hair like that. They were conscious of that, it was almost 
like a tease. I think Sara was really conscious of it, too. 
She enjoyed playing the game. 
 Joanne and Seret told me that Faye Dunaway 
JHTL�PU�[OLYL�H�ML^�[PTLZ��,]LY`IVK`�̂ OV�̂ HZ�ZVTLIVK`�
PU�[OL�HY[�^VYSK�^OV�RUL^�ZVTL[OPUN�HIV\[��UV[�L_V[PJH��
I\[�[OL�MHJ[�[OH[�[OLYL�HYL�V[OLY�TL[OVKZ�VY�]LU\LZ�MVY�
ÄUKPUN� [OPUNZ�� RUL^� HIV\[� :HYH»Z� ZOVW�� :OL� ^HZ� [OL�
WPVULLY��;OLYL�^HZ�H�WSHJL�JHSSLK�1HJX\LZ�*HYJHUHN\LZ�
[OH[»Z�KV^U�PU�:V/V�UV �̂�;OL`�JVTL�KPYLJ[S`�V\[�VM�:HYH��
;OL`�KVU»[�L_PZ[�^P[OV\[�:HYH�ZL[[PUN� [OH[�NYV\UK^VYR��
seeing these things together.

:2!� @V\»]L�ZHPK�[OH[�`V\�[OPUR�OLY�PTWHJ[�^HZ�ZPUN\SHY�
on the cultural life of New York.

CDD: She normalized that kind of vision.

:2!� *HU�`V\�[HSR�HIV\[�[OH[&

*++!� ;OL� ]PZPVU� ^L� ZLL� UV �̂� ^OPJO� OHZ� ILJVTL� ZV�
JVTTVU� ILJH\ZL� VM� TVYL� Å\LUJ`� PU� [LYTZ� VM� [YH]LS��
^OLYL�^L� ZLL�H� SV[� VM� KPɈLYLU[� P[LTZ� MYVT�HSS� V]LY� [OL�
^VYSK�W\[�[VNL[OLY��:HYH�KPK�P[�^OLU�`V\�JV\SKU»[�KV�[OH[��
@V\�KPKU»[�L]LU�RUV^�̂ OH[�P[�̂ HZ��:HYH�MV\UK�[OL�VIQLJ[Z�
and put them together.
 It also gave you the sensitivity to look at other 
world cultures and see the validity in their material 
J\S[\YL�� (� ISHURL[� MYVT� .\H[LTHSH� VY� HU� 0UKVULZPHU�
MHIYPJ� VY� HU� (MYPJHU� T\K� WYPU[�� `V\� \UKLYZ[HUK� [OH[�
[OL`»YL�HSS�ILH\[PM\S��;OL`�TPNO[�UV[�IL�YP[\HSS`�THKL�MVY�
[OL�ZHTL�W\YWVZL��I\[�[OL`»YL�HSS�LX\HSS`�ILH\[PM\S�
� ;OH[� ^HZ� WHY[� VM� :HYH»Z� PU[LYUH[PVUHSP[ �̀� YHPZPUN�
our level of international visual sophistication. She was 

ZV� NVVK� H[� [OH[�� ^P[OV\[� MVSSV^PUN� HU`� [L_[IVVR�� :OL�
MVSSV^LK� OLY� V^U� ZLUZPIPSP[ �̀� ;OH[»Z�^O`� [OL� Z[VYL�^HZ�
such an objet d’art P[ZLSM��@V\»YL�SVVRPUN�H[�WPSSV^Z�VU�H�
*OPULZL�ILK��H�;PIL[HU�ILK��VY�HU�0UKPHU�ILK�MYVT�[OL�
����Z��;OH[»Z�^OH[�[OL�WPSSV^Z�HYL�ZP[[PUN�VU��(UK�[OH[»Z�
^OH[�̀ V\»YL�ZP[[PUN�VU�̂ OLU�̀ V\�ZP[�KV^U�HUK�[HSR�[V�:HYH��
(UK� [OLU� `V\»YL� ZP[[PUN� PU� VUL� VM� [OVZL� MVSKPUN� (MYPJHU�
JOHPYZ��;OL`»YL�HSS�YPNO[�UL_[�[V�LHJO�V[OLY��H�\UPX\L�^H`�
VM�ZOV^PUN�LHJO�PUKP]PK\HS�TH[LYPHS�J\S[\YL�HZ�ILH\[PM\S��
You can feel them and see them and understand 
[OL�ZLUZPIPSP[ �̀
� 5V[OPUN� JSHZOLK�� ILJH\ZL� P[� HSS� Ä[� PU[V� OLY�
WHY[PJ\SHY� ZLUZPIPSP[ �̀� ;OLYL� ^HZ� Z\JO� H� OPNO� SL]LS� VM�
artistry and understanding of what art is. Only she would 
RUV^� [OH[� `V\� JV\SK� W\[� H� ZPTWSL� (MYPJHU� JOHPY� UL_[�
[V� H� +H]PK� /HTTVUZ�� ;OL`»YL� UV[� PU� JVUÅPJ[¶¶[OL`»YL�
in conversation. You get to look at the conversation 
[OL`»YL�OH]PUN�

SK: And then the theater people were a whole  
other thing.

CDD: Right. Woodie King was the don of African 
American theater. He was a major producer of African 
(TLYPJHU�WSH`Z�ZPUJL�[OL� »��Z��/L�^HZ�H�ÄST�WYVK\JLY�
and a playwright and an actor, and he was a good friend 
VM�:HYH»Z�
� ,]LY`IVK`� PU� [OLH[LY� ^HZ� H� MYPLUK� VM� :HYH»Z�� (SS�
those places, all the theaters around her were in there 
[VV�� 0[� ^HZ� H� ZLUZPIPSP[`� `V\� JV\SKU»[� H]VPK�� 0M� `V\»YL�
hanging out with someone like David or Tyrone Mitchell 
VY�*OHYSLZ�(IYHTZVU�HUK�[OL`�OH]L�H�ZOPY[�VY�H�ZJHYM�HUK�
`V\� ZH �̀�6O��^OLYL� KPK� `V\� NL[� [OH[&� ;OL`»K� ZH �̀�6O�� 
0�NV[�P[�H[�:HYH»Z��,]LY`IVK`�RUL^�^OLYL�[OH[�^HZ�

:2!� 0[»Z� PU[LYLZ[PUN� [OH[� Z[VYLZ�� \USPRL� T\ZL\TZ� VY�
L]LU�NHSSLYPLZ�[V�ZVTL�L_[LU[��HYL�T\JO�TVYL�[YHUZPLU[�
ILJH\ZL� [OL`»YL� Z[YPJ[S`� IHZLK� VU� JVTTLYJL�� 0[� JV\SK�
OH]L�ILLU�H�NHSSLY �̀�I\[�P[�^HZU»[�

CDD: Well, galleries are just as transient as stores. 

SK: I guess so. With a gallery, though, she could have 
made more money, right? 

*++!� :OL�WYVIHIS`�JV\SK�OH]L��7YPJLK�[OPUNZ�WYVWLYS �̀

:2!� (� SV[� VM� P[�� [VV�� ZLLTZ� [V� IL� [OH[� ZOL� ^HZ� Q\Z[� 
very generous.

*++!� 0�RUV^�ZOL�^HZ�NLULYV\Z�[V�TL��I\[�0�KVU»[�RUV^�
PM�ZOL�^HZ�NLULYV\Z�ILJH\ZL�^L�^LYL�MYPLUKZ�

SK: She was friends with everyone who came into  
the store.

*++!� @V\»YL�KHTU�YPNO[��)\[�H�SV[�VM�[OL�WLVWSL�[OH[�ZOL�
^HZ�JSVZLY�[V�^LYL�[YLH[LK�KPɈLYLU[S �̀� 0�RUV^�0�^HZ�[OL�
ILULÄJPHY`�VM�[OH[��0�NV[�H�TVYL�YLHZVUHISL�WYPJL�[OHU�OLY�
general prices. 

SK: She did make a living. At one point, she made a lot 
of money.

*++!� 6UJL�`V\�NV[�ZVTL[OPUN�MYVT�[OLYL��`V\�KPKU»[�NL[�
rid of it. It was like something your grandmother gave you 

CDD: Of course, Ornette loved art, he had a gallery,  
ZV�OV^�LSZL�^V\SK�OL�IL�[OPURPUN��)\[�OL»Z�H�NVVK�MYPLUK�
VM�:HYH»Z�HUK�[OL`�ZLL�LHJO�V[OLY�HSS�[OL�[PTL�[VV��OL»Z�
SP]PUN�HYV\UK�[OL�JVYULY��/L»Z�NV[�[V�IL�PUÅ\LUJLK�I`�:HYH�� 
� :HYH�IHZPJHSS`�OHK�[^V�ZOVWZ!�ZOL�OHK�[OL�ZOVW�
V\[� MYVU[�� ^OLYL� :LYL[� B:JV[[D� HUK� 3VPZ� 1VOUZVU� HUK�
,SLUH� B:VSV^D�^VYRLK�� HUK�HUV[OLY� PU� [OL�IHJR��^OLYL�
WLVWSL�^V\SK�ZP[�H�IP[��0[�^HZ�:HYH»Z�SP[[SL�IV\KVPY��^OLYL�
you could come and have a more intimate time with her.  
� >OLU�[OPUNZ�NV[�PU[LYLZ[PUN��ZOL»K�JVTL�V\[�HUK�
have a good time. She loved socializing there, going out 
and greeting people.

:2!� +V� `V\� YLTLTILY� HU`� KL[HPSZ� VM� [PTLZ� OHUNPUN�
out there?

*++!� 0�^LU[�[OLYL�VUL�[PTL�ILJH\ZL�[OL`�^LYL�KVPUN�H�
photographic session with James Van Der Zee. It had 
ILLU�W\[�[VNL[OLY�I`�*HTPSSL�)PSSVWZ��*HTPSSL�̂ HZ�̂ VYRPUN�
VU�H�IVVR�^P[O�=HU�+LY�ALL�JHSSLK�The Harlem Book of 
the Dead��7VVY�4Y��=HU�+LY�ALL�KPKU»[�OH]L�H�JS\L�^OH[�
they were doing with his work. He had done a series of 
funerary portraits that were superimposed images of little 
HUNLSZ�Å`PUN�V]LY�HSS�[OLZL�KLHK�IHIPLZ�PU�JVɉUZ��0[�^HZ�
a standard kind of a funeral photograph from that time. 
Camille put it together as The Harlem Book of the Dead.  
 =HU� +LY� ALL� KPKU»[� RUV^� HU`[OPUN� HIV\[� [OL�
Tibetan Book of the Dead��VY�HU`�V[OLY�IVVR�VM�[OL�KLHK��
I\[�OL�^HZ�Z\WWVZLK�[V�IL�[HRPUN�WPJ[\YLZ�[OLYL��0�[OPUR�
Camille did it as a way to help raise money for Van Der 
Zee. So they set up where you would come in and have 
`V\Y�WVY[YHP[�[HRLU�I`�=HU�+LY�ALL��)\[�ZVTL[PTLZ�;VU`�
)HYIVaH� ^V\SK� [HRL� [OL� KHTU� WPJ[\YL�� ;VU`� IHZPJHSS`�
ZL[� P[� \W�� ILJH\ZL� 4Y�� =HU� +LY� ALL� JV\SKU»[� ZLL� P[¶¶
TH`IL�OL�JV\SKU»[�W\ZO� [OL�ZO\[[LY�LP[OLY�� 0� [OPUR� [OL`�
[VVR�)HZX\PH[»Z�WPJ[\YL�SPRL�[OH[�HUK�X\P[L�H�ML^�V[OLYZ�� 
Owen Dodson, the famous playwright and a good friend 
VM�TPUL��OHK�H�WOV[VNYHWO�[HRLU�I`�=HU�+LY�ALL�PU�[OL� 
same way.      
 It was that kind of event that Sara would come up 
with––having a Van Der Zee photo session. 

SK:  Did she know Van Der Zee?

CDD: She knew him, I think, through Camille. Originally, 
I was the Van Der Zee Curator for Photography, Film and 
Video at the Studio Museum in Harlem. They created the 
position for me. For that, I had to do all this research on 
OPT��0�OHK�[V�SVVR�H[�ÄM[`�UPUL�[OV\ZHUK�WPLJLZ��)\[�OHSM�
VM�OPZ�WOV[VNYHWOZ�OHK�ILLU�[OYV^U�V\[�PU�[OL�Z[YLL[��ZV�
OPZ�YLHS�JVSSLJ[PVU�̂ V\SK�OH]L�ILLU�H�O\UKYLK�ZVTL[OPUN�
thousand photos. Most of them were like passport 
WOV[VNYHWOZ�� OLHKZOV[Z� VM� [H_P� KYP]LYZ� VY� ^OVL]LY�
ULLKLK�HU�PKLU[PÄJH[PVU�WOV[V��/L�KPKU»[�L]LU�[OPUR�OPZ�
photography was art. He started out with violin playing. 
Music. Photography was like a schlock trade that he 
KPK��+LIVYHO�>PSSPZ�HUK�0�KPK�H�=HU�+LY�ALL�ZOV^�MVY�[OL�
:[\KPV�4\ZL\T�^OLYL� 0� [HSRLK�HIV\[� [OH[�� 0�TLU[PVULK�
that what he was really photographing was the attitude 
of the time. Black people came to the studio and a lot 
VM� [PTLZ�`V\»K� ZLL� [OLT�KYLZZLK�\W� PU� [OLZL�ILH\[PM\S�
suits. The suits were from racks in his studio. They 
KPKU»[�OH]L�Z\P[Z��;OL`�^LYL�MHYTLYZ�JVTPUN�\W�MYVT�[OL�
:V\[O�� ;OL`�^VYRLK� PU� MHJ[VYPLZ�� ;OL`�KPKU»[� OH]L� HU`�
MHUJ`�JSV[OLZ�SPRL�[OH[��I\[�[OL`�OHK�MHUJ`�ZWPYP[Z��HUK�[OL�

JSV[OLZ�YLWYLZLU[LK�[OL�ZWPYP[�� 0[»Z� M\UU`�[V� SVVR�H[�OV^�
they constructed themselves that way. Given the choice 
VM�VIQLJ[Z��OV^�`V\�WYLZLU[�`V\YZLSM�

SK: Did you yourself take pictures in the store?

CDD: I did. Of the store and Sara and some of the guests 
in the store, of Lois and Seret when they worked there. 
0�KVU»[�RUV^�^OLYL�[OL�WOV[VZ�HYL�UV �̂�I\[�0�YLTLTILY�
taking them.

:2!� 1VHUUL�B9VIPUZVU�/PSSD�OHZ�TLU[PVULK�[V�TL�`V\Y�
coming into the store on Seventh Street and taking 
her  portrait.

*++!� 6U� :[�� 4HYR»Z�� [VV�� PU� »���� 0� ^HZ� WOV[VNYHWOPUN�
in the shop all the time. It was really visually interesting.  
0[�^HZ�Q\Z[�ILH\[PM\S��+V�`V\�RUV^�HIV\[�3VPZ�1VOUZVU&

:2!� @V\»YL� [OL� ÄYZ[� VUL� ^OV»Z�TLU[PVULK� [OH[� UHTL� 
to me.

*++!� :OL�^VYRLK�H[�:[��4HYR»Z�

SK: Is she alive?

*++!� 0� [OPUR� ZOL� SP]LZ� PU�)YVVRS`U�� I\[� 0� JHU»[� ÄUK�OLY�
contact information. 
� ;OLYL�̂ HZ�HUV[OLY�N\`�0�\ZLK�[V�ZLL�H[�:HYH»Z�ZOVW�
all the time, too. He was a close friend who died a few 
years ago. His name was Jerry Barr. He was an architect 
HUK� ^V\SK� KLZPNU� M\[\YPZ[PJ� ZWHJL� Z[H[PVUZ�� ;OL`»YL�
[V[HSS`� UVUM\UJ[PVUHS� I\[� [OL`� HYL� PUJYLKPIS`� ILH\[PM\S�
^VYR·(MYV�-\[\YPZT�ILMVYL�[OL�[LYT�^HZ�PU]LU[LK��

:2!� 6UL�[OPUN�0»]L�ILLU�HZRPUN�WLVWSL� PZ�[V�KLZJYPIL�
:HYH»Z�^VYSK]PL �̂�>HZ�ZOL�WVSP[PJHSS`�TPUKLK&

CDD: She was politically minded the way African 
Americans are sarcastically reminded of this country 
and this culture. But she was also an internationalist. 
The same way she looked at culture at large, she looked 
at material culture, and she got ideas from it all. That 
0UKVULZPHU�MHIYPJ�JV\SK�IL�UL_[�[V�HU�(MYPJHU�MHIYPJ"�[OH[�
(MYPJHU� ZJ\SW[\YL� JV\SK� IL� UL_[� [V� HU� PUZ[Y\TLU[� MYVT�
HUV[OLY�WHY[�VM�[OL�^VYSK��SPRL�HU�(IVYPNPUHS�PUZ[Y\TLU[��
She would have didgeridoos in there. Anything that 
^HZ�\UPX\LS`·0�KVU»[�^HU[�[V�ZH`�UH[P]L·I\[�H�Z[YVUN�
thing from a culture. Most of the time it was Third World 
J\S[\YLZ��[OV\NO�[OLYL»K�IL�[OPUNZ�MYVT�,\YVWL�[OH[�`V\�
^V\SK�ZLL�[OLYL�ZVTL[PTLZ��0[�OHK�[V�IL�ILH\[PM\S�

:2!� :VTL[OPUN� [OH[� 0»]L�^VUKLYLK�HIV\[� PU� [LYTZ�VM�
V\Y� J\YYLU[� JVU[L_[� PZ� OV^� T\JO� VM� [OL� JVU]LYZH[PVU�
around taking things from other cultures has changed. 
Ideas around cultural appropriation. Sara had all these 
women, including a lot of white women who were very 
enthusiastic, like Elena, around her. Elena would wear 
4L_PJHU�NHYI�[OH[�ZOL�NV[�MYVT�[OL�]PSSHNLZ�

*++!� ,SLUH�THKL�H�SP]PUN�PTWVY[PUN�HUK�ZLSSPUN�4L_PJHU�
QL^LSY`�HUK�4L_PJHU�JSV[OPUN�

:2!� 0� [OPUR� P[»Z� PU[LYLZ[PUN� [OH[� PU� [OL� »��Z� HUK� »��Z��
[OL� PKLH� VM� ^LHYPUN� Z[\Ɉ� MYVT� HUV[OLY� J\S[\YL� ^V\SK�
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SERET SCOTT

Seret Scott is a theater director, playwright, and actor 
ILZ[�RUV^U�MVY�OLY�YVSLZ�PU�[OL�ÄSTZ�3VZPUN�.YV\UK and 
Pretty Baby, as well as many theatrical productions, 
PUJS\KPUN�5[VaHRL�:OHUNL»Z�ÄYZ[�Z[HNPUN�VM�For Colored 
.PYSZ�>OV�/H]L�*VUZPKLYLK�:\PJPKL���>OLU�[OL�9HPUIV^�
Is Enuf.

:]L[SHUH�2P[[V!� >OLU�KPK�`V\�ÄYZ[�NV�[V�2UVIRLYY`&

:LYL[�:JV[[!� 0U� � ���� :HYH»Z� ÄYZ[� ZOVW� ^HZ� VU�
,HZ[� :P_[O� :[YLL[�� KV^U� [OL� ISVJR� MYVT� [OL� LU[YHUJL�
to Tisch School of Arts/NYU, where I was studying.1  
0� WYVIHIS`�TL[� :HYH�^P[OPU� [OL� ÄYZ[�TVU[O� VM� ILPUN� H[�
[OL�\UP]LYZP[ �̀�,]LY`�KH`�0»K�^HSR�\W�[V�[OL�ZOVW�^PUKV^�
HUK� Q\Z[� Z[HYL� H[� [OL� ILH\[PM\SS`� WYLZLU[LK�� LSHIVYH[L�
JVTWPSH[PVU� VM� MHIYPJ�� [L_[PSLZ�� JSV[OPUN�� WV[[LY �̀� ^HSS�
OHUNPUNZ�� QL^LSY`� �� �� �� 0� JV\SKU»[�Z[VW�Z[HYPUN�� 0TWVY[LK�
P[LTZ�0»K�UL]LY�ZLLU�V\[ZPKL�VM�H�T\ZL\T�KPZWSH`�^LYL�
shimmering in the window of that small Lower East Side 
ZOVW��6U�VUL�VJJHZPVU�0�ZH^�:HYH�I\Z[SPUN�HYV\UK�PUZPKL�
and I knocked on the door, thinking the shop was closed. 
Sara came to the door and I, with no real thought, said I 
was a model and would really like to model her clothing 
if she ever needed one.  
 She looked at me like Who is this kid and what is 
ZOL�L]LU�[HSRPUN�HIV\[& and then she said, “Hmm, come 
VU� PU�¹� 0�^LU[� PU�HUK�^HZ�V]LY^OLSTLK��6]LY^OLSTLK��
0U�[OH[�ZTHSS�YVVT�^HZ�Q\Z[�L]LY`�RPUK�VM�ILH\[PM\S�MHIYPJ�
HUK�[L_[PSL�MYVT�L]LY`^OLYL��
� 0[� ^HZU»[� Q\Z[� JSV[OPUN�� [OLYL� ^LYL� ^YHWZ� HUK�
ISHURL[Z�� VKK� T\ZPJHS� PUZ[Y\TLU[Z�� HUK� 0� KVU»[� RUV^�
what else. We talked. She asked what I was studying at 
university, where I was from, where I was living now, and 
[OLU� ZOL� [VSK�TL� [V� JVTL�IHJR� UL_[�^LLR�� HUK� 0� KPK��
:OL�Z[HY[LK�TL�[OH[�KH`�HZ�H�ZHSLZWLYZVU��ZV�0�WYVIHIS`�
Z[HY[LK�^VYRPUN�MVY�:HYH�^P[OPU�[OL�ÄYZ[�JV\WSL�VM�TVU[OZ�
VM�TV]PUN� [V�5L^�@VYR�� ;OLYL�^HZU»[� H� YLHS� ZJOLK\SL��
0»K� NV� [OLYL� PM� 0� KPKU»[� OH]L� SH[L� JSHZZLZ� VY� YLOLHYZHSZ��
HUK�ZOL»K�[LSS�TL�^OH[�ZOL�ULLKLK�KVUL�PU�[OL�ZOVW�[OH[�
KH �̀�¸:HSLZNPYS¹�^HZ�H�SVVZL�[LYT¶¶^L�ZL^LK��Z^LW[�\W��
arranged displays, pretty much everything. Most people 
JHTL�PU�^P[O�[OL�ZHTL�ZLUZL�VM�H^L�0�MLS[��ILJH\ZL�UV�
VUL� OHK� ZLLU� [OH[� RPUK� VM� ZOVW� ILMVYL�� 0[� H[[YHJ[LK� H�
certain type of person. Our customers were seasoned 
travelers, hippies, collectors, musicians, scholars, and 
housewives, and the items in the store had some kind of 
personal resonance for them. 

SK: Yes. 

::!� 0�^HZ�H�¸2UVIRLYY`�.PYS�¹�:HYH�OHK�H�YV[H[PUN�NYV\W�
VM�̀ V\UN�̂ VTLU�̂ OV�̂ VYRLK�H[�2UVIRLYY`�WHY[�[PTL��HUK�
^VYL�JSV[OPUN�MYVT�[OL�ZOVW�̂ OPSL�̂ VYRPUN��0[�̂ V\SKU»[�IL�
H�M\SS�V\[Ä[��TH`IL�H�̂ YHW�VY�ZJHYM��HUK�HSTVZ[�L]LY`[OPUN�
^L�W\[�VU�^V\SK�ZLSS�[OH[�KH �̀�*\Z[VTLYZ�^LYLU»[�YLHSS`�
sure how to wear the clothing. Much of the inventory was 
VUL�VM�H�RPUK��0[�TPNO[�IL�H�[OPJR�ZOH^S�MYVT�7LY\�[OH[�OHK�
MV\Y�KPɈLYLU[�^V]LU�WH[[LYUZ��@V\�UL]LY�NV[�ZVTL[OPUN�
that someone else was walking down the street with.  

:2!� >HZ� [OPZ� [OL� WLYPVK� VM� [PTL� ^OLU� 1PTP� /LUKYP_�
would come into the store? 

::!� ;̂ PJL��0�^HP[LK�VU�OPT�[^PJL��

:2!� ;LSS�TL�HIV\[�[OH[��

::!� >LSS�� 0�KPKU»[� YLHSS`�^HP[�VU�him. He came in with 
the two women he was living with (just saying). Sara had 
HU�VYKPUHY`�^VVKLU�Z[VVS�I`�[OL�JV\U[LY�[OH[�MVY�ZVTL�
YLHZVU�H[[YHJ[LK�L]LY`IVK �̀�1PTP�Q\Z[�ZH[�[OLYL��^P[O�OPZ�
PJVUPJ�ISHJR�OH[�W\SSLK�SV �̂�^OPSL�[OL�^VTLU�ZOVWWLK��
� ;OL�̂ VTLU�̂ LYL�SPRL�I\[[LYÅPLZ��WPJRPUN�[OPUNZ�\W��
¸6VO��0�SV]L�[OPZ��0�SV]L�[OH[��0�SV]L�[OPZ�¹�HUK�^V\SK�W\[�P[�
VU�[OL�JV\U[LY��;OLYL�^HZ�H�IP[�VM�YP]HSY`¶¶PM�VUL�WPJRLK�
up a necklace, the other one would pick up earrings or 
ZVTL[OPUN��HUK�OL�Q\Z[�ZH[�[OLYL���:V�0�KPKU»[�SP[LYHSS`�^HP[�
VU�OPT��I\[�OL�^HZ�[OL�VUL�^OV�WHPK�MVY�L]LY`[OPUN�� 
 Another story . . . A guy, kind of lean and short 
^P[O�HU�\U\Z\HS�]PIL��JHTL�PU[V�[OL�ZOVW�VUL�HM[LYUVVU��
0�JHU»[�YLTLTILY�^OPJO�SVJH[PVU�VM�2UVIRLYY`�P[�^HZ��/L�
SVVRLK�HYV\UK�H^OPSL�HUK�[OLU�W\SSLK�ZVTL�TH[JOIVVRZ�
V\[� VM� OPZ� WVJRL[�� ;OL� TH[JOIVVRZ� ^LYL� [OVZL� SP[[SL�
MVSKLK�JHYKIVHYK� [OPUNZ�^OLYL� `V\� [LHY� [OL�TH[JO�VɈ��
;OL� PUZPKL� VM� [OL� TH[JOIVVR� ^HZ� \Z\HSS`� Q\Z[� WSHPU�
IYV^U�JHYKIVHYK��6U�[OL�PUZPKL�VM�OPZ�TH[JOIVVRZ�^LYL�
little watercolor paintings. He wanted to trade them 
for an article of clothing. Well, as a simple salesgirl, I 
JV\SKU»[� KV� [OH[�� 0� KVU»[� YLTLTILY� PM� HUV[OLY� ZHSLZNPYS�
^HZ�[OLYL¶¶YHYLS`�^V\SK�[OLYL�VUS`�IL�VUL�WLYZVU¶¶I\[�
0�Q\Z[�JV\SKU»[�THRL�[OH[�[YHKL�VM�H�JSV[OPUN�P[LT�MVY�[PU`�
TH[JOIVVR�̂ H[LYJVSVYZ��3H[LY�0�̂ HZ�[V�ÄUK�V\[�[OH[�P[�̂ HZ� 
B1LHU�4PJOLSD�)HZX\PH[��

:2!� 6O��T`�NVZO��

::!� /L�KPKU»[�OH]L�TVUL`�HUK�^HU[LK�[V�[YHKL�[OLZL�
SP[[SL�WHPU[PUNZ�VM�OPZ��/L�^HZU»[�MHTV\Z�H[�[OH[�[PTL��UV[�
RUV^U�I`�OPZ�MHJL�HU`^H �̀�0�^HZU»[�HISL�[V�KV�HU`[OPUN��
I\[�[OH[»Z�^OV�P[�^HZ��

:2!� ;OH[»Z�H�NYLH[�Z[VY`��

SS: Ornette Coleman was a really important and well-
RUV^U�QHaa�T\ZPJPHU�H[�[OH[�[PTL��/L»K�JVTL�PU�HUK�ZP[�
on the stool, just sit and watch people come in. He would 
[HSR�^P[O�\Z�PM�UVIVK`�^HZ�PU�[OL�ZOVW���
 Another time, Sonny Rollins came in the shop––a 
IPN�[PTL�OVYU�WSH`LY��/L�JHTL�PU�HUK�ZHPK�[OH[�OL�̂ HU[LK�
to get in touch with the jazz musician Don Cherry. Don 
had moved to Europe, Amsterdam I think, so Sonny 
9VSSPUZ�^HU[LK� [V� SLH]L� OPZ� WOVUL� U\TILY� MVY� :HYH� [V�
give to Don. He knew that Don Cherry would come in 
^OLU�OL�^HZ�IHJR�[V�[OL�:[H[LZ��>L»YL�VI]PV\ZS`�[HSRPUN�
ILMVYL�JLSS�WOVULZ�HUK�JVTW\[LYZ� :HYH�^HZ�PU�[OL�IHJR�
VM�[OL�ZOVW��ZV�:VUU`�NH]L�TL�[OL�U\TILY��;OPZ�T\Z[»]L�
ILLU�:P_[O�:[YLL[��UV[�:[��4HYR»Z��ILJH\ZL�:HYH�^VYRLK�
PU�[OL�IHJR�VU�:P_[O��0�^HSRLK�IHJR�HUK�JHSSLK�OLY��¸:HYH��
[OLYL»Z�H�N\`�OLYL�^OV�^HU[Z�[V�SLH]L�OPZ�WOVUL�U\TILY�
MVY� +VU� *OLYY �̀¹� 0� KPKU»[� RUV^� LP[OLY� :VUU`� 9VSSPUZ� VY�
+VU�*OLYY`�H[�[OH[�[PTL¶¶0�^HZ�Z\JO�H�KPUN�KVUN�HIV\[�
HSS�VM�P[��:HYH�JVTLZ�V\[�HUK�ZH`Z��¸6O��OP��:VUU �̀¹�HUK�
[OL`�JOH[�H�IP[��

SK: Yeah. 

HZ�HU�OLPYSVVT��I\[�`V\�NV[�P[�MYVT�:HYH�

SK: Why do you think she stopped doing social work?

CDD: She was working at the Lower East Side 
Settlement House, and it was frustrating. Social work 
PZ�I\SSZOP[� PU� [OL�<UP[LK�:[H[LZ�� 0[»Z� SPRL�H�WH[JO^VYR�VM�
Z`Z[LTPJ�WYVISLTZ��@V\�YLHSPaL�[OH[�`V\�JHU»[�OLSW�`V\Y�
JSPLU[� ILJH\ZL� P[»Z� H� Z`Z[LT� Z[Y\J[\YLK� [V� RLLW� [OLT�
^OLYL� [OL`� HYL�� 0[»Z� MY\Z[YH[PUN� \USLZZ� HSS� `V\� ^HU[� PZ� 
a paycheck.
 Because Sara was an artist, she was more than 
OHWW`�[V�ÄUK�H�UL^�^H`�VM�M\SÄSSPUN�OLYZLSM��0�KVU»[�RUV^�
OV^�ZOL�Z[HY[LK�^P[O�2UVIRLYY �̀�[OV\NO��

:2!� 0�OH]L�ZV�T\JO�HTHaPUN�Z[\Ɉ�[OH[�9LUVPY�B+HYYL[[D�
sent me. Let me show you some: This is Lauren Hutton 
PU�H�JOVSP��;OLZL�HYL�HSS�2UVIRLYY`�P[LTZ�HUK�QL^LSY �̀�;OPZ�
is a :H[\YKH`�,]LUPUN�7VZ[� from 1968. And this is from 
the Christian Science Monitor VU�1\UL����� ��!�¸;VKH`»Z�
(MYV�(TLYPJHU� PZ� SP[LYHSS`�IYPUNPUN�OPZ�J\S[\YL�V\[�VM� [OL�
closet. Men and women alike are wearing native African 
KYLZZ�VU�[OL�Z[YLL[Z�^OLYL�[OL`�SP]L��������;OL`»YL�SL[[PUN�
[OLPY�OHPY�ºNV�UH[\YHS�»�PUZ[LHK�VM�Z[YHPNO[LUPUN�P[��>VTLU�
HYL� HIHUKVUPUN� YLK� SPWZ[PJR�� 3P[[SL� YLHK`�[V�^LHY� HUK�
custom shops are springing up across Manhattan and 
Brooklyn, from Bedford-Stuyvesant and Harlem to the 
East Fifties and into the East Village. One of the more 
ÄYTS`� LZ[HISPZOLK�� :HYH� 7LUU»Z� 2UVIRLYY`� ZOVW� VU�:[��
4HYRZ�7SHJL��PZ�H�MVJHS�WVPU[�¹�Then they interview people. 

CDD: Did they say who they interviewed? 

SK: Yeah. Raymond Saunders was one.

CDD: Raymond Saunders is a famous painter. He 
teaches at Berkeley.

:2!� (UK�OLYL»Z�[OL�HJ[VY�TVKLS�)LY[�4PKKSL[VU�X\V[LK�
L_WSHPUPUN� ^O`� OL� Z[HY[LK� ^LHYPUN� (MYPJHU� JSV[OLZ!� ¸º0�
[OV\NO[�P[�IL[[LY�[V�PKLU[PM`�^P[O�ZVTL[OPUN�JSVZLY�[V�T`�
V^U�OLYP[HNL»�[OHU�[V�̂ LHY�H�5LOY\�JVH[�VY�4HV�JVSSHY��OL�
[VSK�TL�¹�(UK��H�SP[[SL�SH[LY!�¸:THSS�MYHTLK�:HYH�7LUU�OHK�
VU�,[OPVWPHU�WHU[Z�HUK�ZOPY[� PU�^OP[L�TVUR»Z�JSV[O�^P[O�
HU�V]LYZOPY[� PU�IH[PR�WYPU[� MYVT�5PNLYPH��:OL�^HZ�HIV\[�
to change into Western clothes, and report to work at 
the Human Resources Administration, where she is a 
M\SS�[PTL�ZVJPHS�^VYRLY��:OL»Z�ILLU�OHUKSPUN�[^V�JHYLLYZ�
ZPUJL�ZOL�VWLULK�2UVIRLYY`�VU�:L]LU[O�:[YLL[�PU�� ����
:V� MHY�� ZOL�OHZU»[� MLS[� SPRL�NP]PUN�\W�OLY� QVI��)\[� ZPUJL�
ZOL�TV]LK� [OL�ZOVW� [V�:[��4HYR»Z�7SHJL� [OYLL�TVU[OZ�
HNV��ZOL�ZHPK��P[�YLHSS`�OHZ�ºJH\NO[�VU��0»T�OVWPUN�P[�^PSS�
NL[�[V�[OPZ�WSHJL�^OLYL�0�JHU�KV�Q\Z[�[OPZ�»��������2UVIRLYY`�
already keeps designers Olive Thurman Wong, an Afro-
(TLYPJHU��HUK�-\TP�:JOTPK[��H�`V\UN�1HWHULZL��I\Z`�
M\SS�[PTL�� 7YPJLZ� Y\U� MYVT� HIV\[� ZP_� KVSSHYZ� MVY� H� WSHPU�
KHZOPRP� [V� [^V� O\UKYLK� HUK� ÄM[`� KVSSHYZ� MVY� H� JVH[� VM�
LSHIVYH[LS`�LTIYVPKLYLK�KV^Y`�JSV[O�¹�
 It goes on: “Although most of the Afro-Americans 
PU�5L^�@VYR�HYLU»[�^LHYPUN�(MYPJHU�NHYI�[V�^VYR��L_JLW[�
WLYOHWZ� PU� /HYSLT�� P[»Z� ILPUN� ZLLU�TVYL� HUK�TVYL� VU�
the streets of Manhattan. Natural hairstyles are getting 
[V�IL�JVTTVUWSHJL��;OL�UL^�PTHNL��^OPJO�[VVR�OVSK�PU�
ISHJR�UH[PVUHSPZ[�NYV\WZ�HUK�ZWYLHK�HJYVZZ�[OL�NOL[[VZ��
PZ� WPJRPUN� \W�� �� �� �� (� ]PZP[VY� MYVT� 3PILYPH� HUK� 5PNLYPH�

VIZLY]LK� [OH[� TVZ[� MHZOPVUHISL� (MYPJHUZ� ^V\SKU»[� IL�
JH\NO[� PU� [OLPY� V^U� IHJR`HYKZ� PU�TVZ[� VM� [OL� (MYPJHU�
PUZWPYLK�KYLZZ� ILPUN�^VYU� OLYL�� ;OLPY� UH[P]L� YVILZ� HYL�
T\JO�ÄULY��ZOL�ZHPK��;OLU�ZOL�HKKLK�^P[O�HT\ZLTLU[�
that while many Africans are going Afro, many Africans 
HYL�[HRPUN�[V�>LZ[LYU�KYLZZ�K\YPUN�[OL�KH �̀�;OL`»YL�HSZV�
doing their share of updating, such as slitting the sides 
of their long, narrow lapa skirts so they can hop on and 
VɈ� W\ISPJ� [YHUZP[� JHYZ�� :L]LYHS� `LHYZ� HNV�� [OL� (MYPJHU�
look had virtually saturated American and European high 
MHZOPVU�PU�H[�OVTL�HUK�L]LUPUN�JSV[OLZ��I\[�OHK�HSTVZ[�
KPZHWWLHYLK�^OLU�[VKH`»Z�UL^�PTHNL�Z[HY[LK�ZWYLHKPUN�
HTVUN�(MYV�(TLYPJHUZ��:VTL�ZH`�P[»Z�Q\Z[�H�MHK��6[OLYZ�
ZH`� [OH[� P[»Z� VUL� VM� THU`� THUPMLZ[H[PVUZ� VM� [OL� ISHJR�
(TLYPJHU»Z�WVZP[P]L�YLJLW[PVU�VM�OPZ�(MYPJHU�OLYP[HNL�¹

CDD: They create a goddamn dialectic when there 
^HZU»[�VUL�

SK: How so?

*++!� ;OL�ULNH[P]P[`�HIV\[� [OL� PU[LYWYL[H[PVU�VM�(MYPJHU�
Americans or Africans themselves. That certainly 
^HZU»[� HU� PZZ\L�� 0M� [OLYL� ^LYL� KPɈLYLUJLZ� ^P[O� ZVTL�
VM� [OLZL�� P[� ^HZ� HU� \UKLYZ[VVK� KPɈLYLUJL�� 0[� HSZV� OHK�
a lot to do with political aspirations, and who was an 
PTTPNYHU[�^OV�^HU[LK� [V� Ä[� PU[V� [OL� (TLYPJHU� ZJLUL��
At least, my generation was trying to get away from the 
American  scene.

SK: The American scene?

*++!�>L� ^LYLU»[� PU[LYLZ[LK� PU� ILPUN� (TLYPJHU�� 
:[PSS�HYLU»[��(U�LUK\YPUN�JVUÅPJ[��
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VU�P[��;OH[�^V\SK�IYPUN�WLVWSL� PU��(Z�0�YLJHSS��^OLU�ZOL�
^HZ� VU� :WYPUN� :[YLL[�� ZOL� OHK�TVYL� Z[\Ɉ� [OH[� WLVWSL�
who worked and traded with her would make into some 
sort of interesting thing. 
� 0�YLTLTILY�^OLU�0»K�IL�H[�[OL�ZOVW��LZWLJPHSS`�[OL�
ZOVW�VU�:[��4HYR»Z��N\`Z�^V\SK�JVTL�PU�ZWLJPÄJHSS`�[V�
2UVIRLYY`� [V� ZOV^� OHUKTHKL� P[LTZ� MYVT� ZVTL� V[OLY�
JV\U[Y �̀�;OL`»K�OH]L�IHNZ�VM�Z[\Ɉ�[V�ZOV �̂�HUK�^L»K�JHSS�
:HYH��[LSS�OLY�[V�JVTL�[V�[OL�ZOVW��;OL`»K�[HRL�[OL�[YHKL�
V\[� HUK� KPZWSH`� P[�� ;OL`� KPKU»[� ZOV^� OLY� ZLJVUK�YH[L�
Z[\Ɉ·P[�^HZ�HS^H`Z�NVVK�X\HSP[`�VY�VUL�VM�H�RPUK�P[LTZ��
They and Sara would make a deal. Sometimes it would 
IL� [OH[� :HYH� ^V\SK� [HRL� ZVTL[OPUN� VU� JVTTPZZPVU��
sometimes she just paid them straight out. Myself and 
whoever I was working with that day would sit there and 
think, I want that��I\[�^L�^V\SKU»[�ZH`�P[�HSV\K�ILJH\ZL�
^L»K�NL[�PU�[YV\ISL�̂ P[O�:HYH��̧ ;OL�WYPJL�̂ LU[�\W�ILJH\ZL�
`V\�ZHPK�`V\�SPRL�P[�¹�

:2!� 0�RUV^�[OH[�2UVIRLYY`�̂ HZ�ZWLHRPUN�[V�H�IVOLTPHU�
HUK�OPWWPL�JSPLU[LSL��I\[� P[�HSZV�ZLLTLK�SPRL�H�JLU[LY�VM�
ZWLJPÄJHSS`� (MYPJHU� (TLYPJHU� J\S[\YHS� SPML�� H[[YHJ[PUN� HSS�
kinds of makers like artists, dancers, and musicians. 
0»T�PU[LYLZ[LK�PU�^OH[�^LYL�ZVTL�VM�:HYH»Z�PKLHZ�ILOPUK�
the store in terms of say, Blackness and the way that 
she grew up. What was she was trying to do that was 
KPɈLYLU[�[OHU�^OP[L�THPUZ[YLHT�ZVJPL[`�H[�[OL�[PTL&�

SS: Well, she had clothing from Africa. This was at a 
time, especially on the Lower East Side, when you rarely 
saw Blacks, even American Blacks. When I was at NYU, 
WLYOHWZ� 0»K� ZLL� H� KH`� SHIVYLY�� TH`IL� H� JVUZ[Y\J[PVU�
WLYZVU�� I\[� TVZ[S`� 0� KPKU»[� ZLL� )SHJRZ� HYV\UK�� :HYH�
KPKU»[�PTWVY[�HU`[OPUN��ZOL�NV[�(MYPJHU�JSV[OPUN�HUK�P[LTZ�
ILJH\ZL�WLVWSL� JHTL� [V� OLY�� 0[�^HZ�THPUS`� JVSSLJ[VYZ��
and other artists, who were interested in items from 
Africa. At that time, it was hippie clothing and artifacts 
that got attention. The whole point of the hippie thing 
^HZ�[V�SVVR�SPRL�ZVTLIVK`�LSZL��
 When she lost the last shop in New York, we 
^LYL�]LY`�JVUJLYULK�HIV\[�^OH[�^HZ�NVPUN�[V�OHWWLU�
to some of the clothing and works she had, since they 
^LYL� ]HS\HISL� WPLJLZ�� -V\Y� VY� Ä]L� VM� \Z� Z[VYLK� [OPUNZ�
MVY�:HYH�ZV�[OH[�[OL`�^V\SKU»[�Q\Z[�NL[�[HRLU��9PNO[�UV �̂�
PU�T`�IHZLTLU[��0�OH]L�(MYPJHU�[VWZ�[OH[�`V\�TPNO[�JHSS�
dashikis. I have large clay pots from Africa and, I think, 
0YHU��;OPUNZ� SPRL� [OH[� [OH[� 0�KVU»[�RUV^�^OH[� [V�KV�^P[O�
ILJH\ZL� 0� KVU»[� RUV^�^OV� [YHKLZ� PU� [OH[� RPUK�VM� [OPUN�
anymore.  
� -HIYPJ�HUK�[L_[PSLZ��[OH[�^HZ�[OL�^VYSK�:HYH�SP]LK�
in and found most comforting. I think that she wanted 
L]LY`IVK`�[V�YLJVNUPaL�[OL�IYPSSPHUJL�VM�H�WPLJL�VM�MHIYPJ�
and the story that it could tell. It would lift you into 
another way of looking at things, looking at the world. 
� >OLU� 0� Z[HY[LK�^VYRPUN� H[�2UVIRLYY �̀� 0� JOHUNLK�
my entire way of dressing. Everything I had on was 
2UVIRLYY �̀� HUK� PM� P[� ^HZU»[�� P[� ^HZ� MYVT� H� ZLJVUKOHUK�
ZOVW�HUK�KYLZZLK�\W�^P[O�[OPUNZ�V]LY�P[�MYVT�2UVIRLYY �̀�
0[�^HZ� Q\Z[�L]LY`[OPUN��2UVIRLYY`�^HZ�HU�L_WYLZZPVU�VM�
[OL� \UP]LYZL�� P[� IYV\NO[� PU� L]LY`[OPUN� HUK� L]LY`IVK`�
[V� [OL�ZOVW� �� �� ��HUK� PU[V� [OL�VIQLJ[Z�VM�V[OLY�WSHJLZ¶¶
[OL� WV[[LY �̀� [OL� HY[^VYR�� [OL� WHPU[PUNZ�� HUK� KLÄUP[LS`�
the  clothing. 
 She had shoes the shepherds wore in Morocco. 
That was the kind of thing that interested me, and the 

MHJ[� [OH[�ZOL�KPKU»[� SL[�TL��VY�HU`�VM�\Z��NL[�H^H`�^P[O�
HU`[OPUN��4LHUPUN�[OH[�PM�̀ V\�KPKU»[�KV�P[�YPNO[��ZVTL[OPUN�
would happen. She would say, “What do you mean, you 
KPKU»[�Z\JO�HUK�Z\JO&�¹�@V\»K�MLLS�P[��HUK�YLHSS`�^HU[�[V�
IL� MVYNP]LU¶¶¸6O�� WSLHZL� MVYNP]L� TL�� T`� X\LLU�¹� >L�
were her daughters. Even my own mother would say 
[V�TL��¸;HSR�[V�:HYH�HIV\[�[OH[�¹�;OLYL�^LYL�[OPUNZ�ZOL�
L_WLJ[LK�MYVT�\Z�HUK�0�[YPLK�[V�KLSP]LY�[OLT��

SS: Then he leaves, and Sara turns to me and says, 
¸>OH[�KV�`V\�TLHU��ºH�N\`�OLYL»&��+VU»[�`V\�L]LY�ZH`�ºH�
N\`�OLYL�^HU[Z�`V\�»�;OH[�^HZ�:VUU`�9VSSPUZ�¹��
 Lena Horne came in and Eartha Kitt. Miles Davis 
KPKU»[� JVTL� PU� ^OPSL� 0� ^HZ� [OLYL�� I\[� OL� ^HZ� WHYRLK�
V\[ZPKL�VUJL�MVY�ZVTL�YLHZVU��;OPZ�^HZ�VU�:[��4HYR»Z��
;OLYL�̂ LYL�WLVWSL�̂ OV�̂ V\SK�IVVR�H�SH`V]LY�PM�[OL`�̂ LYL�
Å`PUN�MYVT�*HSPMVYUPH�[V�,\YVWL��[OL`»K�OH]L�H�Z[VWV]LY�
PU�5L^�@VYR�H[�1-2�HPYWVY[��NL[�VɈ�[OH[�WSHUL��NL[�H�JHI��
JVTL� Z[YHPNO[� [V� 2UVIRLYY �̀� HUK� I\`� Z[\Ɉ�� >L»K� ZLL�
[OL� P[LT� VU� HU� HSI\T� JV]LY�� :V� THU`� T\ZPJPHUZ�� I\[�
YLTLTILY�^OLU�ZOL�TV]LK�[V�:[��4HYR»Z��[OL�ZOVW�^HZ�
literally across the street from the Electric Circus. Those 
^LYL�TVZ[S`�[OL�1HUPZ�1VWSPU·[`WL�VM�MVSRZ��

:2!� +PK�`V\�^VYR�H[�[OL�:[��4HYR»Z�Z[VYL��HZ�^LSS&�

SS: Yeah. I worked for Sara for years and years 
^OLUL]LY� 0� ^HZU»[� ^VYRPUN� HZ� HU� HJ[YLZZ�� :OL� ZHPK��
¸*VTL�VU�KV^U�¹�HUK�0�^VYRLK�PU�[OL�:V/V�ZOVW�HSZV��
1\Z[� L]LY`IVK �̀� 0»T� UV[� RPKKPUN� `V\�� L]LY`IVK`� JHTL�
PU[V�2UVIRLYY �̀�

SK: I heard Mick Jagger came in. Sonny and Cher 
came in. Mia Farrow shopped there. Fashion designers 
like Yves Saint Laurent and all these people. I heard that 
@]LZ�:HPU[�3H\YLU[�TH`IL�Z[VSL�PKLHZ�MYVT�2UVIRLYY �̀�

::!� ,]LY`IVK`�KPK��(�SV[�VM�OLY�PKLHZ�NV[�Z[VSLU��

:2!� +V�`V\�RUV^�HU`�L_HTWSLZ�VM�[OH[&�

::!� 0[� ^HZ� H� THQVY� THNHaPUL�� 0� KVU»[� [OPUR� P[� ^HZ�
=VN\L�� P[� TH`� OH]L� ILLU�Women’s Wear. Once when 
ZOL�VWLULK�[OL�WHWLY��P[�^HZ�IHZPJHSS`�OLY�ZOVW�^PUKV^�
[OH[�OHK�ILLU�YLJYLH[LK�PU�H�Z[\KPV�HUK�WOV[VNYHWOLK��0[�
^HZU»[�Z\I[SL¶¶SL[»Z�Q\Z[�W\[�P[�[OH[�^H �̀��

SK: She was so innovative in her displays and 
creations. I know she also made jewelry.  

::!� 0M� ZVTL[OPUN� ^HZ� IYVRLU� PU� [OL� ZOVW�� SPRL� H�
necklace, she would take some of the parts and make 
earrings out of them. People would say, “Oh, these 
LHYYPUNZ�HYL�\U\Z\HS�¹�@LHO��^LSS�� [OH[»Z�ILJH\ZL�HIV\[�
twenty minutes ago they were a necklace. 
� ;OL�ZOVW�VU�:P_[O�:[YLL[�OHK�HUV[OLY�ZOVW�UL_[�
KVVY��V^ULK�I`�H�^VTHU��(J[\HSS �̀�[OLYL�^LYL�[^V�V[OLY�
women-owned shops. There was a handcrafted jewelry 
ZOVW��HUK�HUV[OLY�ZOVW�V^ULK�I`�B)HYIHYH�:OH\TD��̂ OV�
handcrafted leather sandals. I still have a pair she made 
me. She measured my feet and literally cut the leather 
WPLJLZ�[V�T`�L_HJ[�TLHZ\YLTLU[Z��:OL�HUK�:HYH�ZWLU[�
[PTL�[VNL[OLY�IV[O�ZVJPHSS`�HUK�MVY�I\ZPULZZ�KPZJ\ZZPVUZ�� 
([� [OH[� [PTL� P[�^HZ� H� IPN� KLHS� MVY�^VTLU� [V� V^U� [OLPY�
own shop. 

:2!� ;OLYL�^LYL�SV[Z�VM�KPɈLYLU[�Z[VYLZ�[OH[�^LYL�ZLSSPUN�
handmade clothes for hippies, right? 

::!� 6O�� HIZVS\[LS �̀� -VY� [^LU[`� `LHYZ�� L]LY`[OPUN� 0�
V^ULK�^HZ�TPYYVYLK��LTIYVPKLYLK��VY�[PL�K`LK��;OH[�^HZ�
it. I mean hey, I was living on the Lower East Side.  Like 
0�ZHPK��VU�:[��4HYR»Z��[OL�,SLJ[YPJ�*PYJ\Z�^HZ�HJYVZZ�[OL�
Z[YLL[�MYVT�[OL�ZOVW��HUK�VU�:P_[O�:[YLL[��[OL�ZOVW�^HZ�
around the corner from the Fillmore East. 

� :VTL[PTLZ�PM�ZOL�^HZ�ZL^PUN�PU�[OL�IHJR�VU�:P_[O�
Street and someone called ahead and said Lena Horne 
^HZ� NVPUN� [V� Z[VW� I`� H[� [OYLL� V»JSVJR�� :HYH�^V\SK� IL�
[OLYL��:OL»K�SVVR�H[�\Z�̂ P[O�HU�L_WYLZZPVU�[OH[�ZHPK��̧ 3LUH�
/VYUL�PZ�JVTPUN��7\[�ZVTL�ÅV^LYZ�VU�[OL�JV\U[LY�¹�
 One of the people who used to come in and just sit 
was the actor Garrett Morris––he was on :H[\YKH`�5PNO[�
Live and now on ��)YVRL�.PYSZ. The photographer Danny 
B+H^ZVUD�̂ HZ�HS^H`Z�PU�[OLYL��7LVWSL�̂ V\SK�JVTL�PU�HUK�
just sit.  

:2!� :HYH�^HZU»[�[OLYL��TVZ[S`&�

::!� (� SV[�VM� [OH[� [PTL�ZOL�^HZ� [OLYL�I\[�UV[�WYLZLU[�
PU�[OL�MYVU[�VM�[OL�ZOVW��:OL»K�^VYR�PU�H�ZTHSS�ZWHJL�PU�
[OL�IHJR��VY�VɈ�ZP[L�PM�ULJLZZHY �̀�;OL�ZOVWZ�^LYLU»[�IPN�
LUV\NO�MVY�OLY�[V�^VYR�PU�[OL�IHJR��L_JLW[�WLYOHWZ�:P_[O�
:[YLL[�� ^OPJO� TH`� OH]L� ILLU� H� JVU]LY[LK� HWHY[TLU[��
Sara sewed whenever she could. I also worked in the 
shop all the way downtown. 

SK: On Spring Street? 

::!� @LHO��0�^VYRLK�VU�:WYPUN�:[YLL[��;OH[»Z�^OLYL�H�SV[�
of artist types came in as opposed to musicians. 
 A lot of times when I worked with Sara, or for Sara, 
PU� [OL� »��Z� VY� L]LU� LHYS`� » �Z�� P[� ^HZ� ZPTWS`� ILJH\ZL� 
0�^HU[LK�[V��0�Q\Z[�^HU[LK�[V�IL�PU�[OL�ZOVW��

SK: When was the time that Ntozake Shange would 
come in? 

::!� >OLU� P[� ^HZ� VU� :[�� 4HYR»Z�� ^L� ^LYL� HSS� HYV\UK�
[OH[�HYLH�ILJH\ZL�[OLYL�^LYL�[OLH[LYZ�[OLYL��;OL�7\ISPJ�
;OLH[LY� ^HZ� VUS`� [OYLL� ISVJRZ� H^H �̀� 5[VaHRL� ^V\SK�
WYVIHIS`�OH]L�JVTL�PU�H[�[OH[�[PTL��

SK: Did you get cast in *VSVYLK� .PYSZ after you had 
already met Sara and were working there? 

SS: Oh, yeah. I did *VSVYLK� .PYSZ� on Broadway in 
� ��¶����HUK�H�I\UJO�VM�\Z�̂ V\SK�NV�KV^U�[V�2UVIRLYY`�
IL[^LLU� H�TH[PULL� HUK� HU� L]LUPUN� WLYMVYTHUJL� HZ� H�
NYV\W��:OL�^V\SK»]L�ILLU�H[�:[��4HYR»Z�H[�[OH[�[PTL���

SK: Right. 

SS: Whenever something happened that was major, 
I always made sure that I went down and told Sara. 
:OL�KPK�UV[�SPRL�[V�NV�HIV]L�-V\Y[LLU[O�:[YLL[��0»T�UV[�
kidding you––she was a Lower East Side person.  

SK: So, she might not go to a play of yours if it was 
HIV]L�-V\Y[LLU[O�:[YLL[&�

::!� >LSS��ZOL�WYVIHIS`�^V\SKU»[�HU`^H �̀�PM�ZOL�MLS[�ZOL�
OHK�[V�IL�PU�[OL�ZOVW��)\[�0�^V\SK�[LHZL�OLY�HIV\[�P[���

SK: How would you say the later shops, the Spring 
:[YLL[�HUK�>LZ[�)YVHK^H`�Z[VYLZ��^LYL�KPɈLYLU[�PU�[LYTZ�
VM�PU]LU[VY`�VY�VIQLJ[Z&�

SS: The Spring Street store, in my memory, attracted 
mostly visual artists––the windows would appeal to 
[OLT��:HYH�^V\SK�OH]L�ZVTL�VIQLJ[�MYVT�(ZPH�VY�:V\[O�
(TLYPJH�� SHYNL�WV[[LY`�VY�ZVTL[OPUN�^P[O� MHIYPJ�KYHWLK�

�� 4VZ[�WLVWSL�PKLU[PM`�[OL�ÄYZ[�SVJH[PVU�VM�2UVIRLYY`�HZ�
ILPUN�VU�:L]LU[O�:[YLL[�



28 29

:2!� +PKU»[� ZOL� HSZV� I\`� L[OUVNYHWOPJ� TH[LYPHSZ� 
MYVT���HIYVHK&

FS: The store was unusual in that all of these peddlers 
JHTL�[V�[OL�ZOVW�[V�ZLSS��:OL�KPKU»[�[YH]LS�[VV�T\JO��[OV\NO�
she did go to Guatemala and Belize. She would go out of 
[V^U�[V�SVVR�MVY�[OPUNZ��I\[�IHZPJHSS`�ZVTL�VM�[OL�ILZ[�JHTL�
right into the store from people who were traveling all over 
[OL�^VYSK�HUK�I\`PUN��;OL`�^V\SK�IYPUN�P[�[V�OLY�HUK�ZOL�
^V\SK� SV]L� P[��HUK�ZOL�^V\SK�I\`� P[��;OH[�^HZ�ZVTL[OPUN�
[OH[�^LU[�VU�PU�[OL�IHJR�YVVT�HSS�[OL�[PTL�

SK: Selling? 

-:!� @LHO�� 7LVWSL� ^V\SK� ZH �̀� ¸6O�� NV� [V� 2UVIRLYY`�
HUK�ZOV^�:HYH�[OPZ��ZOL�TPNO[�IL�PU[LYLZ[LK�¹�:OL�OHK�
NVVK�PUZ[PUJ[Z�HIV\[�^OH[�^V\SK�NV��ILJH\ZL�ZOL�RUL^�
^OH[�ZOL�^HU[LK�[OL�WLYZVUHSP[`�VM�[OL�Z[VYL�[V�IL��:OL�
JV\SKU»[� OH]L� [YH]LSLK� LUV\NO� [V� OH]L� MV\UK� HSS� [OVZL�
ILH\[PM\S�P[LTZ��HUK�P[�̂ HZ�H�[PTL�̂ OLU�[OLYL�̂ LYL�H�SV[�VM�
young people traveling around in India and Afghanistan 
and Pakistan. And she knew John Gregg. He loved to 
[YH]LS�HUK�OL�^V\SK�HS^H`Z�IYPUN�IHJR�^VUKLYM\S�P[LTZ��
:OL�̂ V\SK�I\`�P[�SPRL�JYHa`�ILJH\ZL�OL�OHK�ILH\[PM\S�[HZ[L�
and a feeling for the culture of the place. He loved doing 
it. He would say, “Oh, when we were in Kashmir, we saw 
[OPZ�HUK�^L�ZH^�[OH[�¹�/L�^V\SK�IYPUN�P[�IHJR�HUK�:HYH�
^V\SK�SV]L�P[�ILJH\ZL�1VOU�^HZ�Z\JO�H�NYLH[�ZOVWWLY��

:2!� >LYL�[OLYL�V[OLY�Z[VYLZ�SPRL�2UVIRLYY`&�>HZ�ZOL�
part of a trend, or did she start a trend of stores that sold 
HSS�KPɈLYLU[�RPUKZ�VM�TH[LYPHSZ&

-:!� ;OLYL�^HZU»[�HU`[OPUN�SPRL�[OH[� 0�RUV^�VM¶¶I\[�VM�
course my world was so small then.
� 0�[OPUR�[OL�^VYSK�^HZ�YLHK`�MVY�HSS�[OL�L_V[PJ�P[LTZ�
[OH[�^LYL�Z\KKLUS`�H]HPSHISL��HUK�:HYH�^HZ�PU�[OL�MYVU[�
of it. She made wonderful windows, and lots of guys 
MYVT�\W[V^U�JHTL�[V�JOLJR�V\[�OLY�Z[VYLZ�ILJH\ZL�[OL`�
ÄN\YLK�ZOL�RUL^�ZVTL[OPUN�[OH[�UVIVK`�LSZL�RUL �̂�-YLK�
3LPNO[VU�[YPLK�[V�IL�SPRL�OLY��I\[�OL�KPKU»[�OH]L�[OH[�[OPUN�
� @V\� OH]L� [V� IL� VWLU�� :HYH� YLHK� H� SV[� VM� IVVRZ�
HUK� SVVRLK� H[� H� SV[� VM� WPJ[\YLZ�� HUK� ZOL»K� ZH �̀� ¸6O��
[OPZ� SVVRZ�MHU[HZ[PJ�¹�(UK�[OLU�1VOU�^V\SK�HWWLHY�^P[O�
some choice material and she would say, “Oh my God, 
0�JHU»[�WHZZ�[OPZ�\W�¹�7LVWSL�^LYL�HS^H`Z�THRPUN�[OPUNZ�
H]HPSHISL� [V�OLY��ZV�ZOL�UL]LY�OHK�[V� [YH]LS� [V�HSS� [OLZL�
WSHJLZ��;OL�WLVWSL� [OH[� [YH]LSLK�^LYL�ZLLPUN�Z[\Ɉ� [OH[�
OHKU»[� ILLU� ZLLU� ILMVYL�� (UK� ^OLU� [OL`� JHTL� IHJR��
[OL`�HS^H`Z�RUL^�[OH[�PM�[OL`�[VVR�P[�[V�:HYH�ÄYZ[��ZOL�OHK�
ÄYZ[�KPIZ��ZOL�^V\SK�I\`�P[��:OL�OHK�Z\JO�HU�L`L��

SK: What kind of people came into the shop? 

FS: Every kind of person you can think of––socialites, 
JLSLIYP[PLZ�� HUK� JVSSLJ[VYZ��7LVWSL� SPRL� 3LUH�/VYUL�� MVY�
instance. Lena was always into clothing, and I made 
her some pieces. She was so charming that when she 
JHSSLK�TL�VU�[OL�WOVUL��0�JV\SKU»[�ILSPL]L�0�^HZ�[HSRPUN�
[V� OLY¶¶P[� ^HZ� Z\JO� H� [OYPSS�� (UK� ZOL� ^HZ� ZV� ILH\[PM\S�
[OH[�^OH[L]LY� `V\�THKL� MVY� OLY� ZOL� SV]LK�� :OL»K� ZH �̀�
“Oh, I went to this dinner party with my daughter and her 
O\ZIHUK��OL»Z� SPRL�ZVTL�MHTV\Z�KPYLJ[VY�VY�ZVTL[OPUN��
HUK�[OL`� SV]L�[OPZ�KYLZZ�[OH[�`V\�THKL�MVY�TL�¹� 0�ZHPK��
¸/V^�MHU[HZ[PJ�¹

:2!� +V�`V\�OH]L�V[OLY�Z[VYPLZ�HIV\[�JSV[OLZ�`V\�THKL�
for people?

-:!� 0U� [OVZL�KH`Z� [OLYL�^HZ� H�IPN� YVJR� Z[HY� UHTL¶¶
1HUPZ� 1VWSPU�� :OL�^HZ� H� IPN� Z[HY�� :OL�IV\NO[� ZVTL�VM�
T`�Z[\Ɉ��2UVIRLYY`�^HZ�Z\JO�H�\UPX\L�Z[VYL�[OH[�WLVWSL�
went to it out of curiosity. It was very unusual, and Sara 
was eccentric enough that she endorsed things that were 
UV[�VYKPUHY �̀�7LVWSL�^LYL�]LY`�L_JP[LK�I`�[OL�Z[VYL��;OL`�
loved the merchandise and that it was always something 
[OL`�OHK�UL]LY�ZLLU�ILMVYL��

:2!� (YL�^L�[HSRPUN�HIV\[�[OL�»��Z�VY�[OL�»��Z&

-:!� »��Z�

9PL�:JOTPK[!� 0� [OPUR� P[»Z� TVYL� [OL� »��Z�� ILJH\ZL� 
0� YLTLTILY� NVPUN� [OLYL�^OLU� 0� ^HZ� PU� JVSSLNL�� 0� [OPUR�
ZOL�OPYLK�TL�]LY`�IYPLÅ`�H[� [OL�:[��4HYR»Z�Z[VYL�K\YPUN�
that period. 

:2!� 0[� ^HZ� ZVY[� VM� SPRL� H� O\I� VM� J\S[\YHS� HUK� ZVJPHS�
activity, right?

-:!� @LZ��:OL�KPKU»[�JHYL�PM�WLVWSL�KPKU»[�I\ �̀�:OL�KPKU»[�
care if they hung out either. I used to do what I had to 
do. I would have to go home and cook and take care 
VM�T`�MHTPS �̀�ZV�0�VIZLY]LK�ZVTL�OV\YZ�I\[�UV[�H�Z[YPJ[�
ZJOLK\SL��0[�̂ HZ�H�ILH\[PM\S�[PTL�MVY�OLY�ILJH\ZL�ZOL�̂ HZ�
her own person. In retrospect, I see that she was doing 
P[�ILJH\ZL�OLY�TV[OLY�^V\SK�UV[�OH]L�HWWYV]LK�VM�[OPZ�
loose, nomadic, no-schedule, open-ended life. I think 
:HYH�WYVIHIS`�ZWLU[�[OL�YLZ[�VM�OLY�SPML�[Y`PUN�[V�\UKV�OLY�
mother. Her mother was very, very proper and very strict.

SK: Did you meet her mom?

FS: I met her mother more than once. She came to 
5L^� @VYR� VM[LU� [V� JOLJR� VU� :HYH�� (UK� :HYH� ^HZ� ÄUL�
^P[O� P[� ILJH\ZL� OLY�TV[OLY� UL]LY� Z[H`LK�� :OL� SP]LK� PU�
California. She wanted Sara to lead a certain kind of life 
HUK�IV\NO[�OLY�[OH[�OV\ZL�PU�7HZHKLUH��:HYH�ISL^�[OH[��
:OL�KPKU»[�^HU[�[OH[�OV\ZL�

:2!� >OLU� `V\� ^LYL� H[� 2UVIRLYY`� VU� :WYPUN� :[YLL[��
was the store making money? 

-:!� 6M�JV\YZL�WH`PUN�[OL�IPSSZ�^HZ�PTWVY[HU[��I\[�:HYH�
UL]LY�ZLLTLK�[V�OH]L�HU`�WYVISLTZ�^P[O�[OH[��:OL�JV\SK�
pay the rent and she had a car and she had a certain 
SPMLZ[`SL�� HUK� P[� UL]LY� ZLLTLK� ÄUHUJPHSS`� KPɉJ\S[� MVY�
her. She was doing something right, and I think it was 
ILJH\ZL� ZOL� OHK� [OL� YPNO[� TLYJOHUKPZL� PU� [OL� YPNO[�
location at the right time. That Spring Street shop was 
YLHSS`�[OL�TVZ[�Z\JJLZZM\S��0[�^HZ�]LY`�ILH\[PM\S�HUK�]LY`�
IPN��HUK�:HYH�ÄSSLK�P[�^P[O�OLY�WLYZVUHSP[ �̀
� 0� OHK� H� ZOVW� VU� :WYPUN� :[YLL[� T`ZLSM�� ;OH[»Z�
a funny story. Sara called to say that there was a guy 
named Fred who had a shop on Spring Street. She said, 
¸-YLK�^HU[Z�[V�NL[�V\[�VM�[OL�I\ZPULZZ�HUK�OPZ�ZOVW�PZ�MVY�
ZHSL��+V�`V\�^HU[�[V�[HRL�P[�V]LY&¹

RS: It was for rent.

-:!� 0�ZHPK��¸(YL�`V\�JYHa`&¹�0�JV\SKU»[�L]LU�THRL�[OL�
rent. But in two or three days, I had a shop on Spring 

FUMI SCHMIDT

Fumi Schmidt is a clothes designer. She came to New 
@VYR�MYVT�/VUVS\S\�[V�IL�H�KHUJLY��LUYVSSPUN�PU�[OL�ÄYZ[�
KHUJL� JSHZZ� VɈLYLK� H[� [OL� 1\PSSPHYK� :JOVVS�� -VY� [OPY[`�
years, she ran her own clothing store, featuring her 
\UPX\L�HUK�J\Z[VT�KLZPNUZ�� ÄYZ[�VU�:WYPUN�:[YLL[�HUK�
[OLU�VU�:P_[O�:[YLL[��:JOTPK[»Z�KH\NO[LY��9PL�:JOTPK[��
was present during the interview.

Svetlana Kitto: How did you meet Sara?

-\TP�:JOTPK[!� :HYH�HUK�0�TL[�I`�HJJPKLU[�PU�7O`SSPZ�
Jewelry. Curiously enough, Phyllis found that we had the 
YPNO[�H[[P[\KL�HUK�[OL�YPNO[�ZRPSSZ�[V�IL�NVVK�HWWYLU[PJLZ��
ILJH\ZL�^L�RUL^�UV[OPUN��0�Q\Z[�ULLKLK�H�QVI��0�^HSRLK�
PU[V� 7O`SSPZ� 1L^LSY �̀� HUK� ZOL� OHK� [OPZ� [OPUN� HIV\[�
KHUJLYZ��:OL�ZHPK�[OH[�[OL`�THRL�[OL�ILZ[�HWWYLU[PJLZ�
ILJH\ZL�OHUK¶L`L�JVVYKPUH[PVU�PZ�JY\JPHS��:OL�ZHPK�[OH[�
HZ� ZVVU� HZ� ZOL� MV\UK� V\[� [OH[� H� WLYZVU� OHK� KHUJLY»Z�
[YHPUPUN��ZOL�RUL^�[OL`�^V\SK�THRL�[OL�ILZ[�Z[\KLU[Z�
� 0�ILJHTL�H�]LY`�NVVK�QL^LSLY�ILJH\ZL�7O`SSPZ�^HZ�
a very good teacher. She taught me how to set stones 
HUK�KV�ZVSKLYPUN��:HYH�[VV�� 0�KVU»[�RUV^�OV^�:HYH�NV[�
[OL�QVI��I\[�^L�^VYRLK�[VNL[OLY�H�SV[�HUK�ILJHTL�NVVK�
MYPLUKZ��:HYH�SP]LK�PU�[OL�ULPNOIVYOVVK�HUK�0�SP]LK�PU�[OL�
ULPNOIVYOVVK�� HUK�^L� O\UN� V\[� [VNL[OLY� H� IP[�� 0[�^HZ�
Z\JO� H� JHZ\HS� YLSH[PVUZOPW� PU� [OL� ZOVW�� 0� KVU»[� RUV^� PM�
`V\� RUV^� 7O`SSPZ�� I\[� 7O`SSPZ� ^HZ¶¶^L� HSS� ^V\SK� IL¶¶
considered very eccentric.

SK: How were you eccentric?

-:!� >LSS��0�\ZLK�[V�IL�H�KHUJLY��>OLUL]LY�0�OHK�[V�NV�[V�
class or audition, I just did it. I did a couple of Broadway 
shows and I was in a dance company. Phyllis knew I had 
[V�OH]L�H�QVI�[OH[�^HZ�]LY`�ÅL_PISL��0M�^L�OHK�H�IPN�VYKLY��
we would just stay late. 

SK: What was Sara like then?

-:!� >LSS��ZOL�KPKU»[�OH]L�HSS�OLY�JVUJLU[YH[PVU�VU�[OL�
QVI�� 0[�^HZ� Q\Z[�H� QVI� MVY�OLY��:OL�^HZ�Z[PSS�KVPUN�ZVJPHS�
work. She loved making jewelry, though. 
� 7O`SSPZ� ^HZ� [OL� WLYMLJ[� LTWSV`LY� ILJH\ZL� ZOL�
never cared when we got there, and when it was time 
MVY�\Z�[V�IL�WHPK��ZOL�^V\SK�Q\Z[�ZH �̀�¸6RH �̀�[LSS�TL�OV^�
T\JO�0�V^L�̀ V\�¹�(UK�[OH[�̂ HZ�P[��0[�̂ HZ�YLHSS`�]LY`�SVVZL��
which was great.
� ;OH[»Z�^O`�:HYH�HUK�0�ÅV\YPZOLK��0�YLTLTILY�[OH[�
VUL� VM� [OL� ÄYZ[� [PTLZ�^L�TL[�� ZVTL[OPUN�^HZ� I\YUPUN�
up in the workroom. We were using very strong torches 
MVY� ZVSKLYPUN� HUK�:HYH� ZHPK�� ¸0� [OPUR� [OH[�^L�IL[[LY� KV�
ZVTL[OPUN�HIV\[�[OH[�¹�0�ZHPK��¸;OH[»Z�VRH �̀�0[»SS�KPL�V\[�¹�
>L�̂ LYL�]LY`�JHZ\HS��I\[�P[�JV\SK�OH]L�ILLU�]LY`�ZLYPV\Z��
0�YLTLTILY�:HYH�ILPUN�Q\Z[�HZ�JVVS�HZ�0�^HZ��

:2!� 0�RUV^�[OH[�:HYH»Z�IV`MYPLUK�H[�[OH[�[PTL�^HZ�>VSM�
Kahn. Did you know him?

-:!� 0� UL]LY�TL[� OPT�� I\[� 0� RUV^� OL� WYVIHIS`� ^V\SK�
OH]L�THKL�OLY�[OL�ILZ[�O\ZIHUK��/L�SP]LK�PU�-YHUJL��HUK�
ZOL�^HZ�[OPURPUN�VM�THYY`PUN�OPT��I\[�KPKU»[��

:2!� >LSS�� SL[»Z�NL[�IHJR� [V�2UVIRLYY �̀� 0»K� SPRL� [V�OLHY�
HIV\[�[OL�VWLUPUN�VM�[OL�Z[VYL�

FS: She knew she wanted to do something other than 
social work. She suddenly decided she wanted to open 
H�Z[VYL��6M�JV\YZL�ZOL�RUL^�UV[OPUN�HIV\[�P[��I\[�ZOL»Z�H�
X\PJR�SLHYULY�HUK�ZOL�MV\UK�[OL�YPNO[�SVJH[PVU�VU�:WYPUN�
:[YLL[�� 0[�^HZ�H�ILH\[PM\S�Z[VYL�� 0� [OPUR�ZOL�OHK�[OV\NO[�
HIV\[�P[�H�SV[��ILJH\ZL�:HYH�^HZ�UV[�Z[\WPK�

SK: What was it like?

FS: Because she was perfect as a personality and in 
her taste in people, it was pretty successful from the 
ILNPUUPUN�� :[��4HYR»Z�^HZ� [OL� ÄYZ[� Z[VYL�� HUK� P[�^HZ� H�
IPN�Z\JJLZZ�ILJH\ZL�VM�OLY�WLYZVUHSP[ �̀�0[�^HZ�H�OHUNV\[�
WSHJL�� 0� \ZLK� [V� OLSW� OLY� W\[� Z[\Ɉ� [VNL[OLY� ILJH\ZL� 0�
always had good skills with my hands and with machines. 

SK: She wanted you to make things for her, right?

FS: I used to make and mend clothes, since she 
JV\SKU»[�KV�P[��;OL�[OPYK�WLYZVU�̂ HZ�6SP]L�>VUN��:OL�̂ HZ�
UV[�T\JO�VM� H� ZL^LY� LP[OLY�� I\[� ZOL� OHK� HU� PUJYLKPISL�
L`L�HUK� PTWLJJHISL� [HZ[L��:OL�^HZ�]LY`� YLÄULK��>L»K�
HS^H`Z�NV�MVY�[OL�ÄULZ[��TVZ[�L_WLUZP]L�Z[\Ɉ¶¶ZOL�̂ V\SK�
ZH �̀�¸:HYH��[OH[»Z�[OL�VUL�[V�I\ �̀¹�:HYH�^HZ�SLHYUPUN�HSS�
[OL�[PTL�HUK�ZOL�OHK�ZV�T\JO�[V�KV�[OH[�0�ILJHTL�[OL�
craftsperson and Olive the shopper. She used to go 
I\`PUN�^P[O�:HYH�H� SV[��:HYH�^HZ�WLYMLJ[S`�^PSSPUN�[V�NV�
along with all of this. It was a happy collection of skills 
ILJH\ZL� 0�^HZ�H]HPSHISL� [V�OHUN�V\[� PU� [OL�ZOVW�^OLU�
she needed something pulled together.

SK: Did you make clothes that were your designs, or 
^HZ�P[�HS^H`Z�:HYH»Z�KLZPNUZ&

FS: It was never my designs. Olive made her own 
KLZPNUZ��:HYH�^V\SK�ÄUK�TH[LYPHSZ�HUK�ZH �̀� ¸@V\� [OPUR�
`V\�JHU�YLWYVK\JL�[OPZ&¹�0�^V\SK�ZH �̀�¸@LHO��0�[OPUR�^L�
JHU�¹�0[�^HZ�SPRL�[OH[��:HYH�\ZLK�[V�SV]L�0UKPHU�JOVSPZ��>L�
THKL�H�SV[�VM�[OVZL�ILJH\ZL�[OL`�HS^H`Z�ZVSK�HUK�ZOL�
JV\SK�UL]LY�ÄUK�LUV\NO�VM�[OLT��;OH[�^HZ�LHZ �̀�

:2!� *HU�`V\�[LSS�TL�^OH[�:HYH»Z�JVUJLW[�^HZ�ILOPUK�
[OL�Z[VYL�[V�ILNPU�^P[O&�

-:!� :OL�KPKU»[�^HU[�[V�KV�ZVJPHS�^VYR�HUK�ZOL�^HU[LK�
a freewheeling store. There was always a salon in the 
IHJR��UL]LY�TPUK� [OL�J\Z[VTLYZ��:HYH�^HZ�HS^H`Z� [OL�
JVTWSL[L�OVZ[LZZ�HSS�[OL�[PTL�HUK�̂ V\SK�NL[�JVɈLL�VY�[LH�
for people. And people did hang out. A lot of people did, 
women as well as guys.

SK: So there was this inventory that you guys were 
KLZPNUPUN�HUK�WYVK\JPUN��I\[� [OLYL�^HZ�HSZV� PU]LU[VY`�
[OH[�ZOL�^HZ�I\`PUN�MYVT�V[OLY�WLVWSL�HUK�ZLSSPUN��YPNO[&�

-:!� :OL�YHU�[OL�I\ZPULZZ�WHY[�VM�P[��[OH[�^HZ�OLY�IHI �̀�
0[�^HZ�OLY�PU]LZ[TLU[��HUK�ZOL�KLHS[�^P[O�[OL�ÄUHUJLZ��0�
KVU»[�RUV^�[OH[�OLY�ZRPSSZ�̂ LYL�PU�[OH[�KPYLJ[PVU��I\[�P[�̂ HZ�
her store.
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6SP]L�^HZ�[OL�VUL�[OH[�OHK�[V�IL�VIL`LK��HUK�ZOL�HUK�
:HYH�OHK�JSHZOLZ�ILJH\ZL�VM�[OLPY�WLYZVUHSP[PLZ��0�UL]LY�
KPK� ^P[O� 6SP]L�� VUS`� ILJH\ZL� 0� RUL^� ^OLYL� ZOL� ^HZ�
coming from. I knew that there was no way I could match 
T`�[LUHJP[`�^P[O�OLYZ�ILJH\ZL�ZOL�^HZ�[V\NO��:OL�UL]LY�
let Sara ride roughshod over her either.

SK: Did Sara pay Olive? 

-:!� 5V��:VTL[PTLZ�^OLU�ZOL�IYV\NO[�PU�H�NHYTLU[¶¶
and they were so cheap––she got some money for it, 
0� [OPUR�� I\[� 0� UL]LY� RUL^� HU`� VM� [OLPY� HYYHUNLTLU[Z��
Whenever I worked the machine, I got paid like a 
seamstress. If I ever sewed my clothing, which I did very 
rarely in her store, she always gave me the money for 
P[��:HYH�^HZ�UV[�H�TVUL`�WLYZVU��:OL�^HZ�HU`[OPUN�I\[�
H�I\ZPULZZ^VTHU�

:2!� )\[�`V\�ZH`�ZOL�KPK�HSS�[OL�I\ZPULZZ�VM�[OL�Z[VYL�

-:!� :OL� KPK�� ;OL� Z[VYL� WHPK� P[Z� IPSSZ�� I\[� ZOL� ^HZ�
UL]LY�O\UNY �̀�NYLLK �̀�MVY�WYVÄ[��:OL�^HZU»[�[OH[�RPUK�VM�
a person. She handled the running and managing of the 
ZOVW��0�OH[LK�HSS� [OH[�� 0�YLHSS`�KPK��HUK�ZV�KPK�6SP]L��I\[�
:HYH�KPKU»[�ZLLT�[V�TPUK�P[��
� ;OLYL�^HZ�UL]LY�HU`�WYVISLT�^P[O�OH]PUN�[V�THRL�
H�ZHSLZ�WP[JO�ILJH\ZL�^OLU�WLVWSL�JHTL� PU�HUK� SV]LK�
something, they wanted it, and that was it. We never had 
[V�^VYY`�HIV\[�ZLSSPUN��

SK: How long did the three of you work together?

-:!� 0[�OHK�[V�IL�H[�SLHZ[�H�JV\WSL�VM�`LHYZ�

9:!� 7YVIHIS`�SVUNLY�[OHU�[OH[�

FS: With Sara, there was no plan. She improvised. 
She had instincts and she knew that she never had to 
ZLSS��^OPJO�^HZ�NYLH[� MVY�OLY��;OL`�^HU[LK�[V�I\`� P[�� 0U�
MHJ[��[OL`�JV\SKU»[�^HP[�[V�I\`�P[�ILJH\ZL�VM�[OL�X\HSP[ �̀�
^OPJO�^HZ�ZV�TPUK�ISV^PUN��(Z�0�ZHPK��VUL�[OPUN�PZ�[OH[�
Sara was not stupid. We had great respect for each 
V[OLY��>L�RUL^�[OH[�[OLYL�^LYL�JLY[HPU�HYLHZ�`V\�KPKU»[�
NV� PU[V� ILJH\ZL� P[� ^HZ� UV[� ULJLZZHY �̀� @V\� UL]LY� OHK�
[V�OH]L�SVUN�ZWLLJOLZ�HIV\[�^OH[�^HZ�^YVUN�^P[O�[OL�
YLSH[PVUZOPW�ILJH\ZL�^L�UL]LY�OHK�HU`�WYVISLTZ��
� 0� OHK� ZRPSSZ� [OH[� ZOL�KPKU»[� OH]L�� HUK� 0� [OPUR� ZOL�
YLJVNUPaLK�[OH[��;OH[�^HZ�NVVK��0�YLTLTILY�^OLU�0�ZVSK�
T`�JSV[OPUN�[V�)SVVTPUNKHSL»Z�MVY�[OL�ÄYZ[�[PTL��:HYH�^HZ�
]LY`� L_JP[LK��)\[� 0� ZHPK�� ¸:HYH�� [OL`�^HU[�TL� [V�THRL�
[OPY[`� VM� [OVZL�� 0� JHU»[� THRL� [OPY[ �̀� 0� JHU�THRL�TH`IL�
LPNO[�¹�:OL�ZHPK�[OH[�0�ZOV\SK�[Y �̀�HUK�0�ZHPK��¸@V\�^HU[�
TL� [V� NV� PUZHUL�� 0� JHU»[�THRL� [OPY[`� VM� [OVZL�KYLZZLZ��
ILJH\ZL�LHJO�VUL�PZ�KPɈLYLU[��0»T�UV[�NVPUN�[V�KV�[OH[�¹�
I made as many as I could.

SK: What happened when Sara went to California and 
tried to open stores there?

FS: She went to Pasadena and tried to live a very 
proper life. She opened a store that I think it was just 
VRH �̀�7HZHKLUH�PZ�H�TPKKSL�JSHZZ�[V^U��HUK�[OH[»Z�^OH[�
OLY�TV[OLY�^HU[LK� MVY� OLY�� :HYH� WYVIHIS`� MLS[� SPRL� ZOL�
^HZ�Z\ɈVJH[PUN��HUK�[OH[»Z�^O`�ZOL�JV\SKU»[�Z[H`�[OLYL��
:OL�OHK�[OL�OV\ZL�HUK�ZOL�JV\SK�OH]L�ILLU�]LY`�

JVTMVY[HISL�PU�[OH[�OV\ZL��)\[�0�[OPUR�ZOL�IHZPJHSS`�OH[LK�
it there. 

SK: Did you see her much in the past ten years? 

FS: We saw each other like old friends. When I was 
PU� /VUVS\S\� MVY� H� JV\WSL� VM� Z[YL[JOLZ� HUK� 0� KPKU»[� NL[�
PU� [V\JO� ^P[O� OLY�� ZOL� ^HZ� YLHSS`� WPZZLK�� 0� L_WSHPULK�
that I was taking care of the family and the house and 
T`�IYV[OLY�

9:!� :OL�\ZLK� [V�JVTL�V]LY��^OLU�ZOL�^HZ� PU�IL[[LY�
WO`ZPJHS� ZOHWL�� HUK� IYPUN�T`�TV[OLY� ZVTL[OPUN� MYVT�
[OL�WSHJL�^OLYL�ZOL�^HZ�SP]PUN¶¶TH`IL�H�IHN�VM�VYHUNLZ�
[OH[�ZOL�KPKU»[�^HU[�[V�LH[�

-:!� )\[�[OLU�SH[LY��H�JV\WSL�VM�[PTLZ�ZOL�ZHPK��¸4H`IL�
^L�JHU�NV�HUK�OH]L�ZVTL� [LH�¹�;OLU� 0� ZHPK�� ¸>O`�NV�
to tea? Come over here so we can have tea in my living 
YVVT�¹�>OLU�ZOL�^HZ�PU�IHK�ZOHWL�[OL�SHZ[�`LHY��0�[VSK�
her, “Sara, I have an apartment and I want you to come 
HUK�Z[H`�^P[O�TL�¹�:OL�ZHPK��¸5V�^H �̀¹

SK: Why?

9:!� :OL� JV\SKU»[�� ;OPZ� PZ� H� [^V�ÅPNO[� ^HSR�\W�� :OL�
ZHPK��¸0�JV\SK�UL]LY�KV�[OL�Z[HPYZ�¹�

-:!� :OL�Q\Z[�KPKU»[� SPRL�[OL� PKLH�VM�ILPUN�YVVTTH[LZ��
)LJH\ZL�0�^V\SK�IL�SPRL�OLY�TV[OLY�

9:!� ;OL� SHZ[� [PTL� 0� ZH^�OLY�� HIV\[� MV\Y� VY� Ä]L� `LHYZ�
HNV�� 0�OHK�IV\NO[�[PJRL[Z�MVY�Hamilton for my daughter 
and her friend, and my mother and me. My daughter and 
OLY�MYPLUK�JV\SKU»[�JVTL��ZV�T`�O\ZIHUK�JHTL�HUK�^L�
invited Sara.

FS: She loved it.

9:!� ;OL� ZOV^� ^HZ� Z[PSS� PU� P[Z� ÄYZ[� VY� ZLJVUK� `LHY��
The last time I talked to her on the phone, which was 
TH`IL�[^V�`LHYZ�HM[LY�[OH[��ZOL�RLW[�ZH`PUN��¸6O��0�SV]LK�
Hamilton��P[�^HZ�ZV�T\JO�M\U��;OH[»Z�ÄYZ[�[PTL�0»]L�ILLU�
HU`^OLYL�HIV]L�-V\Y[LLU[O�:[YLL[�PU�[^V�`LHYZ�¹�

-:!� 0»T�ZV�NSHK�^L�NH]L�OLY�[OH[�SHZ[�[PJRL[��6UL�VM�[OL�
SHZ[�[PTLZ�0�ZWVRL�[V�:HYH��0�ZHPK��¸0�IL[[LY�NV�HUK�JOLJR�
`V\�V\[�PU�`V\Y�YVVT�¹�:OL�ZHPK��¸6O��UV��`V\�JHU»[�JVTL�
\W�OLYL�¹�:OL�UL]LY�^HU[LK�HU`VUL� [OLYL��>OLU� 0� [VSK�
her she could come here to live, God, that was like the 
kiss of death. She would never. I understood completely. 
0� ZHPK�� ¸6RH �̀� I\[� `V\� RUV �̂� PM� `V\�NL[� ZV�KLZWLYH[LS`�
ZPJR�VM�[OH[�WSHJL�`V\»YL�PU��`V\�JHU�JVTL�OLYL�¹�:OL�OHK�
H�SV[�VM�MYPLUKZ��I\[�^OL[OLY�[OL`�^V\SK�JVTL�[V�OLY� PU�
her hour of need, who could know? I was not going to let 
her go on the streets, that much I knew. 

:2!� )\[�ZOL�KPKU»[�^HU[�[V�NV�\W�`V\Y�Z[HPYZ�

FS: Yeah. I always met her halfway or downstairs. 
0� KPKU»[�^HU[� OLY� [V� [HRL� [OL� Z[HPYZ� ILJH\ZL� [OL`�^LYL�
[V\NO�MVY�OLY��:OL�KPKU»[�^HU[�HU`�KLTHUKZ�THKL�VU�OLY�
JVUKP[PVU�ILJH\ZL�[OH[»Z� [OL�^H`�ZOL�^HZ��+PKU»[�^HU[�
any pity or solace of any kind. She was independent. 
(UK�0�YLZWLJ[�[OH[�ILJH\ZL�0�\UKLYZ[HUK�P[�ZV�^LSS��;OH[»Z�
L_HJ[S`�[OL�^H`�0�HT��

Street. She was so persuasive. That was a nice period 
when she had her shop and I had my shop. And we were 
KPɈLYLU[�ILJH\ZL�0�KLZPNULK�HUK�THKL�JSV[OPUN�MYVT�HSS�
this wonderful material that she introduced me to. It was 
very inspiring for me to have some of the merchandise 
[OH[� ZOL�OHK�ILJH\ZL� 0�^HZ�HISL� [V� PUJVYWVYH[L� P[� PU[V�
my development.

SK: Did you keep making clothes for her while you had 
your store, or did someone else?

-:!� 5V[�^OPSL�0�OHK�T`�Z[VYL��UV��>L�^LYL�Q\Z[�H�ISVJR�
HWHY[�� I\[� OLY� Z[VYL� ^HZ� [V[HSS`� KPɈLYLU[� [OHU� TPUL�� 
Mine was a custom shop.

SK: A tailor shop. 

FS: I did a lot of one-of-a-kind and I did a lot of custom 
work. Then I went to FIT for a while. My skills were very 
Z[YVUN�ILJH\ZL�0»K�ILLU�THRPUN�JSV[OLZ�ZPUJL�0�^HZ�UPUL�
years old. I could whip around the machine like crazy, 
and for me it was a natural thing. I wanted to make 
ILH\[PM\S�� VYPNPUHS� JSV[OPUN��>L� ^LYL� PU� KPɈLYLU[� HYLHZ��
I\[� :HYH»Z� ZOVW� ^HZ� JLY[HPUS`� HU� PUZWPYH[PVU� MVY� TL�� 
;OH[»Z�^OLU�0�NV[�PU[YVK\JLK�[V�H�SV[�VM�ILH\[PM\S�MHIYPJZ��
� 5VIVK`� OHK� ZLLU� [OLZL� RPUKZ� VM� MHIYPJZ� HUK�
UVIVK`�OHK�ZLLU�[OPZ�RPUK�VM�KLZPNUPUN��>OLU�0�^LU[�[V�
-0;��[OL�QVI�JV\UZLSVY�ZHPK��¸@V\�ZOV\SK�UL]LY�^VYR�MVY�
HU`IVK`�VU�:L]LU[O�(]LU\L��@V\»]L�NV[�[V�HS^H`Z�^VYR�
MVY�̀ V\YZLSM�¹�(UK�0�HS^H`Z�OH]L��UV[�ILJH\ZL�VM�̂ OH[�ZOL�
ZHPK�I\[�ILJH\ZL�0�RUL^�[OH[�V[OLY^PZL�0�^V\SK�Q\Z[�IL�H�
SP[[SL�^VYROVYZL�PU�[OL�NHYTLU[�I\ZPULZZ��-YLLKVT�HSSV^Z�
you to . . .

:2!� ;V�IL�JYLH[P]L�

-:!� 0�JV\SK�THRL�JVSVZZHS�TPZ[HRLZ�HUK�UVIVK`�JV\SK�
say anything.

:2!� +PK�`V\�NL[�H�SV[�VM�(MYPJHU�MHIYPJZ�MYVT�:HYH&

FS: Oh, yeah. But everything, not just African. It was 
from Afghanistan, Pakistan, India, Indonesia, the lower 
WHY[�VM�9\ZZPH��[OL�<2��0�SV]LK�P[�ILJH\ZL�0»K�UL]LY�ZLLU�
[OPZ�RPUK�VM�MHIYPJ�ILMVYL��0�OHK�HSS�[OPZ�ILH\[PM\S�1HWHULZL��
Korean, and Chinese material.
 I loved putting together things that were totally 
\UYLSH[LK�J\S[\YHSS �̀�ILJH\ZL�P[�^V\SK�IL�Z[HY[SPUN��0�[OPUR�
[OH[»Z�^OH[�WLVWSL�SV]LK�HIV\[� P[��[OH[�[OL`�JV\SKU»[�IL�
jaded when they saw it. 
� @V\� OH]L� [V� IL� HLZ[OL[PJHSS`� IHSHUJLK�� 0M� 0� OHK�
something so striking that it would overwhelm the 
NHYTLU[�� 0� THKL� Z\YL� P[� ^HZ� H� ^LHYHISL� NHYTLU[�� 0[�
JV\SKU»[� SVVR� SPRL� H� JVZ[\TL�� 0[� OHK� [V� IL� H� ILH\[PM\S�
garment that enhanced the person who was wearing it. 
0�[OPUR�[OL�YLHZVU�WLVWSL�SV]LK�P[�^HZ�ILJH\ZL�P[�^HZ�HSS�
]LY`�^LHYHISL��@V\�KPKU»[�^HU[� [V�IL�JVUZPKLYLK�ZVTL�
garish costume person. I sewed a lot of costumes in 
JVZ[\TL� ZOVWZ�� HUK� P[� IVYLK� TL�� 0� OH[LK� \UHLZ[OL[PJ�
JSV[OPUN¶¶P[� IV[OLYLK� TL�� :HYH� ^HZ� KLÄUP[LS`� [OL�
PUÅ\LUJL�VU�[OPZ�RPUK�VM�KLZPNUPUN��^OPJO�0�^V\SKU»[�JHSS�
MHY�V\[�I\[�\UPX\L�

:2!� *HU� `V\� KLZJYPIL� P[� TVYL&� *HU� `V\� NP]L� TL�
HU�L_HTWSL&�

-:!� ;HRL�̂ OH[�0�JHSS�[OL�VIP�QHJRL[¶¶0�OHK�ZVTL�HU[PX\L�
1HWHULZL�VIPZ�PU�[OL�MYVU[��0�OHK�0UKPHU�ZPSRZ�H[�[OL�ZPKL��
HUK�0�OHK�VSK�ZP_[LLU[O�JLU[\Y`�,\YVWLHU�LTIYVPKLY`�VU�
[OL�[VW��HUK�P[�̂ HZ�HSS�[VULK�KV^U�̂ P[O�ISHJR�]LS]L[��0[�̂ HZ�
ILH\[PM\S� [VNL[OLY�� UL]LY� NHYPZO�� ;OL� VUL� [OPUN� UV� VUL�
JV\SK�HJJ\ZL�TL�VM�PZ�THRPUN�HU`[OPUN�[OH[�^HZ�KPɉJ\S[�
[V�^LHY�VY�[VV�JVZ[\TL �̀�;OH[»Z�^OLU�[OL�NHYTLU[�^LHYZ�
the wearer instead of the person wearing the garment. It 
OHK�[V�IL�\U\Z\HS��I\[�UV[�MHY�V\[��\NS`�\U\Z\HS��0[�OHK�[V�
IL�HLZ[OL[PJHSS`�YPNO[��;OH[�^HZ�I\PS[�PU[V�TL��

:2!� :VTL[OPUN�0�^HU[LK�[V�HZR�`V\�HIV\[��(Z�H�MLTHSL�
African American entrepreneur at this time in New York, 
:HYH�T\Z[�OH]L�L_WLYPLUJLK�ZVTL�I\SSZOP[�HUK�YHJPZT¶¶
or was the store so multicultural that she was insulated 
from that?

-:!� 0�KVU»[�RUV^�[VV�T\JO�HIV\[�OLY�NYV^PUN�\W�̀ LHYZ��
I\[�0�OH]L�HU�PKLH�ILJH\ZL�0�RUL^�OLY�TV[OLY��0�RUL^�[OH[�
[OL�TV[OLY�^HU[LK�OLY�[V�IL�H�WYVWLY�)SHJR�KLI\[HU[L�
� :HYH�KPKU»[�^HU[� P[� [V�IL�[OH[�^H �̀� 0[� YLWLSSLK�OLY�
PM�`V\�L]LU�[OV\NO[�VM�[OH[��)HZPJHSS �̀�0�N\LZZ�[OH[»Z�^O`�
we gravitated towards each other. I knew that she was a 
]LY`�WYP]H[L�WLYZVU�HUK�0�RUL^�[OH[�^L�JV\SK�UL]LY�IL�
NPYS �̀�NPYS`�SHK`�MYPLUKZ�^OV�^LU[�[V�S\UJO�H�SV[��>L�KPKU»[�
OH]L�[OL�[PTL�HUK�ZOL�^HZU»[�THKL�[OH[�^H`�HUK�ULP[OLY�
was I. So it was perfect the way we met and the way we 
developed a friendship. We were such individuals.
� >OLU�ZOL�JHTL�[V�5L^�@VYR��ZOL�KPK�L_HJ[S`�HZ�
ZOL�KHTU�WSLHZLK��:OL�KPKU»[�MVSSV^�MYPLUKZ»�HK]PJL��:OL�
ZHPK�� ¸0»T� ÄUPZOLK�^P[O� [HRPUN� HK]PJL� MYVT�WLVWSL�� 0»T�
going to do my own thing, no matter how ill-advised it 
PZ�¹�(UK�ZOL�KPK�

9:!� +V� `V\� [OPUR� P[� ^HZ� OHYK� MVY� OLY� ILPUN� H� )SHJR�
^VTHU�Y\UUPUN�H�I\ZPULZZ&

-:!� 5V��0�KVU»[�[OPUR�[OH[�IV[OLYLK�OLY�[VV�T\JO��:OL�
^HZU»[�[OPU�ZRPUULK�HIV\[�ILPUN�)SHJR��0�[OPUR�ZOL�KPKU»[�
SPRL� JLY[HPU� [OPUNZ� HIV\[� OLYZLSM� ILJH\ZL� OLY� TV[OLY�
WYVIHIS`� [VSK�OLY� [OH[�ZOL�^PZOLK�:HYH�^LYL�TVYL� [OPZ�
way or more that way. 

:2!� :HYH»Z�TV[OLY�^HZ�]LY`�T\JO�PU[V�[OL�JO\YJO�

FS: Very much into the church, very much wanting 
:HYH�[V�IL�[OPZ�WLYMLJ[�SP[[SL�:WLSTHU�NPYS��;OH[»Z�̂ O`�6SP]L�
^HZ�[OL�PUJYLKPISL�[OPYK�WLYZVU�PU�[OPZ�[YPV¶¶ILJH\ZL�ZOL�
LZJHWLK�[OH[��6SP]L�̂ HZ�YHPZLK�HZ�H�)SHJR�KLI\[HU[L��HUK�
she went to Vassar. Her father, Howard Thurman, was a 
)SHJR�JLSLIYP[`� [OLVSVNPHU��6SP]L�^HZ�TLU[HSS`� [V\NOLY��
PU�H�^H �̀�[OHU�:HYH��:HYH�JV\SK�IL�Z^H`LK�VUL�^H`�VY�
[OL� V[OLY�� 6SP]L� ^V\SK� UV[� IL� KPTPUPZOLK� I`� HU`IVK`�
ILJH\ZL�ZOL�^HZ�H�Z[YVUN�^VTHU��6SP]L�THYYPLK�H�N\`�
named Victor Wong, so her last name was Wong.

:2!� >OH[�^HZ�6SP]L»Z�HJ[\HS�QVI&

-:!� :OL�^HZ�H�SPIYHYPHU�

RS: Later in life, she worked at Lincoln Center, the 
7\ISPJ�3PIYHY �̀�HUK�[OL�5H[PVUHS�(YJOP]LZ�

FS: She was very smart. It was unusual that the three 
VM�\Z�NV[�[VNL[OLY��ILJH\ZL�^L�^LYL�HU`[OPUN�I\[�HSPRL��
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was dressing and how she was dressing them. She was 
PUÅ\LU[PHS�� 0� [YPLK� [V� PTHNPUL�^OLU�[OL`�^LYL�HSS�`V\UN�� 
PU�[OLPY�[^LU[PLZ��:HYH�^HZU»[�MYVT�5L^�@VYR��YPNO[&�

1)@!� :OL�^HZ�MYVT�7P[[ZI\YNO�

KP: The idea that they all met, these young women––
HTIP[PV\Z��MVJ\ZLK�VU�W\[[PUN�H�JHYLLY�[VNL[OLY��0�HS^H`Z�
[OPUR� HIV\[� [OH[� [PTL� WLYPVK��5V[� Q\Z[� [OLT�� I\[� ZVTL�
of the other younger artists that all knew each other. 
They were so young, and they were women. And they 
achieved.

JBY: Yeah, and many of them were Black. It was very 
YLTHYRHISL�MVY�[OL�[PTL��

27!� >OH[�PZ�[OL�KLÄUP[PVU�VM�^OH[�ZOL�KPK&�6\Y�TV[OLY�
PZ�H�WHPU[LY��[OH[»Z�H�JSLHY�WYVMLZZPVU��:HYH»Z�H�ZOVWRLLWLY��
MHIYPJ�HÄJPVUHKV��VIQLJ[�SV]LY��HUK�J\S[\YHS�PU[LYWYL[LY�

1)@!� 0� YLTLTILY�� LZWLJPHSS`� VU� :L]LU[O� :[YLL[�� [OH[�
there was an intensity even though she was joking 
HYV\UK�� 0� YLTLTILY� [OPZ�T\JO�� ZOL� ZHPK� ZVTL[OPUN� [V�
[OL�LɈLJ[�VM�¸0»T�UV[�X\P[L�Z\YL�^OH[�0»T�KVPUN��I\[�0»T�
NVPUN�[V�THRL�P[�^VYR��0[»Z�NVPUN�[V�IL�VRH �̀�0»T�VU�[OL�
LKNL� OLYL�� HUK� 0»T� [Y`PUN� [V�THRL� LUKZ�TLL[�¹� ;OLYL�
^HZ�ZVTL�RPUK�VM�PU[LUZP[`�NVPUN�VU��0»T�[LU��ZV�0»T�UV[�
Z\YL��I\[�P[�^HZ�HSVUN�[OVZL�SPULZ��6Y�ZOL»K�IL�[LSSPUN�T`�
TV[OLY��¸:[VW�THRPUN�Z\JO�H�IPN�KLHS�HIV\[�[OH[��3PML�PZ�
[V\NO��P[»Z�UV[�LHZ �̀¹�6Y�ZVTL[OPUN�SPRL�[OH[��:OL�^HZ�Q\Z[�
really tough, she went through a lot. And for the most 
part, she was pretty cheerful.

:2!� 0�^HU[�[V�OLHY�HIV\[�[OL�4J:VYSL`»Z�[OPUN�

27!� 0[�^HZ�H�IPN�KLHS��4`�KHK� [VVR�TL��+PK� `V\�NV��
1HUL�� [V� 4J:VYSL`»Z�� ^OLU� P[� ILJHTL� HSSV^HISL� MVY�
women?

JBY: Yeah, I must have gone with Uncle Bill or something 
like that.

27!� 6\Y�KHK�HUK�OPZ�IYV[OLY��HZ�P[�OHWWLUZ��JHTL�MYVT�
the same place, which was England. And it was normal to 
NV�[V�H�W\I�̂ P[O�̀ V\Y�RPKZ��0�KVU»[�RUV^�̂ OLU�[OL`�ILNHU�
HSSV^PUN�^VTLU�PU��0�[OPUR�P[�^HZ�[OL�LHYS`�»��Z��^OLU�T`�
mother and father had just split up. But my uncle and his 
NPYSMYPLUK�HUK�T`�MH[OLY��HUK�0�KVU»[�YLTLTILY�PM�OL�OHK�
H�NPYSMYPLUK�� [VVR�\Z��>L�HSS�ZH[�H[�H� [HISL��Ä]L�VY�ZP_�VM�
\Z��HUK�OHK�ILLYZ�HUK�3PTI\YNLY�JOLLZL��(UK�]LY �̀�]LY`�
H^HYL�[OH[�[OPZ�^LPYK�WSHJL�OHK�ILLU�[OL�SHZ[�OVSKV\[�[V�
IHU�^VTLU��(UK�[OH[�[OL�ÄYZ[�VULZ�[OL`�SL[�PU�^LYL�:HYH�
HUK� HUV[OLY� ZOVWRLLWLY� VU� [OL� ZHTL� Z[YLL[� B)HYIHYH�
:OH\TD�� :V�^OLU� `V\»YL� LSL]LU� VY� [^LS]L�� P[�THKL� HU�
PTWYLZZPVU�� [OL� PKLH� [OH[� ^VTLU� ^LYLU»[� HSSV^LK� PU��
Now, I get it even more, that there are people who have 
TLTVYPLZ�VM�[OL�ILNPUUPUN�VM�[OL�»��Z�^OLU�[OLYL�^LYL�
WSHJLZ�H�^VTHU�JV\SKU»[�^HSR� PU[V� PU�WHU[Z��ZOL�JV\SK�
VUS`�^LHY�H�KYLZZ��(UK�[OLU�I`�[OL�LUK�VM�[OL�»��Z��[OLYL�
were coed dormitories. Women older than me have these 
compressed culture-shock moments. 

JOANNE ROBINSON HILL

1VHUUL� 9VIPUZVU� /PSS� PZ� H� KHUJLY�� :OL� PZ� [OL� MVYTLY�
Director of Education at the Joyce Theater and an 
OVUVYLL� HUK� MV\UKPUN� TLTILY� VM� [OL� 3PUJVSU� *LU[LY�
Institute for Arts Education. 

Svetlana Kitto:  You were in school when 
`V\�JHTL�HJYVZZ�2UVIRLYY �̀�YPNO[&

1VHUUL�9VIPUZVU�/PSS!� 9PNO[��0�̂ LU[�[V�)LUUPUN[VU�
*VSSLNL�PU�=LYTVU[��0�̂ HZ�SVVRPUN�MVY�H�WYVNYLZZP]L�SPILYHS�
arts school that had strong arts programming, and dance 
was a very strong area at Bennington. In the end, I wound 
\W�KVPUN�QVPU[�^VYR�PU�HU[OYVWVSVN �̀�0[»Z�WYVIHIS`�VU�VUL�
VM� [OVZL� [YPWZ�^OLU�`V\»K�JVTL�KV^U�MYVT�[OL�^VVKZ�
VM�=LYTVU[�HUK�^VUKLY�^OLYL�L]LY`[OPUN�^HZ�[OH[�0�ÄYZ[�
YHU�PU[V�2UVIRLYY`�VU�:[��4HYR»Z��,]LY`[OPUN�PU�[OL�ZOVW�
^HZ� Q\Z[�HIZVS\[LS`�HTHaPUN� [V�TL��HZ�^HZ�:HYH¶¶]LY`�
T`Z[LYPV\Z�[V�TL�H[�[OL�[PTL��0»T�UV[�X\P[L�Z\YL�^OLU�0�
YHU�PU[V�OLY�HNHPU��I\[�̂ OPSL�0�̂ HZ�Z[PSS�PU�JVSSLNL�0�JHTL�[V�
SP]L�PU�T`�IV`MYPLUK»Z�SVM[�VU�)YVVTL�:[YLL[��0�TPNO[�OH]L�
Y\U�PU[V�OLY�HNHPU�[OLU��I\[�0�KLÄUP[LS`�KPK�^OLU�0�NV[�V\[�
of school. 
� ;OL�ÄYZ[�VIQLJ[� 0� JHU� YLTLTILY�I\`PUN� MYVT� [OL�
shop on Spring Street when I got out of college was a 
Sara Penn pillow. I took dance classes at Bleecker and 
)YVHK^H �̀�ZV�PM�0�KPKU»[�OH]L�[V�Y\U�VɈ�MYVT�JSHZZ�[V�H�QVI�
of some kind I would wind up wandering down Spring 
Street to her store. There were many long hours spent 
over many years in that store.

SK: In the Spring Street store?

JRH: Yes. Spring Street, that was where Kenny worked.

SK: Oh, Ken Tisa. 

JRH: Elena Solow was there too for many years. She 
^HZ�[OLYL�PU�[OL�Z\TTLY[PTL�ILJH\ZL�ZOL�ZWLU[�[OL�YLZ[�
VM�OLY�[PTL�PU�4L_PJV��PU�APO\H[HULQV�
� :HYH»Z� WSHJL� ^HZ� THNPJHS�� 0[� ^HZ� YLSH[P]LS`�
ZTHSS��I\[�`V\�JV\SK�ZLL� MYVT�^OH[L]LY�ZOL�W\[� PU� [OL�
^PUKV^�^OH[�ZOL�^HZ�[OPURPUN�HIV\[��-YVT�[OL�TVTLU[�
you walked in, there was something to look at, and 
conversation was high. If I was there talking with her, my 
eyes were darting all around the space. It was not just the 
RPUKZ�VM�[OPUNZ�[OH[�ZOL�OHK��I\[�[OLPY�Q\_[HWVZP[PVU�HUK�
WSHJLTLU[��@V\�TPNO[�IL�SVVRPUN�H[�H�]LY`�ZTHSS�VIQLJ[�
[OH[�^HZ�^VY[O�TH`IL�ÄM[`�JLU[Z�HUK�YPNO[�UL_[�[V�P[�^HZ�
H�[PTLSLZZ�HUK�]HS\HISL�ZJ\SW[\YHS�WPLJL��
� :OL�OHK�Z\JO�HU�L`L� MVY� [L_[PSLZ�� Z\JO�HZ� MHIYPJ�
[OH[� WYVIHIS`� JHTL� MYVT� 9HQHZ[OHU� PU� 0UKPH�� :OL� ^HZ�
MLHYSLZZ�PU�[LYTZ�VM�JVTIPUPUN�KPɈLYLU[�RPUKZ�VM�[L_[PSLZ�
and fearless in terms of cutting into something. I have a 
IHN�VM�MHIYPJ�[OH[�ZOL�NH]L�TL"�PM�0�W\SS�H�WPLJL�V\[�VM�P[��P[�
TPNO[�IL�ZVTL[OPUN�[OH[�ZOL�J\[��0[�^V\SK�IL�H�WPLJL�VM�
MHIYPJ�[OH[�P[�^V\SK�WYVIHIS`�OH]L�[HRLU�TL�H�`LHY�[V�J\[�
PU[V��I\[�ZOL�^HZ�MLHYSLZZ��

KATE PRENDERGAST AND  
JANE BARRELL YADAV

Kate Prendergast and Jane Barrell Yadav are the 
KH\NO[LYZ� VM� [OL� WHPU[LY�4HYJPH�4HYJ\Z�� ^OV� ILJHTL�
MYPLUKZ�^P[O�:HYH�7LUU�^OLU�7LUU�ÄYZ[�TV]LK� [V�5L^�
York. Both daughters conduct legacy work for their 
mother and other artists. 

Kate Prendergast:  I know my mom referred 
[V� :HYH� HZ� OLY� ILZ[� MYPLUK� H[� [OL� [PTL�� I\[� [OH[� ^HZ�
always changing.

Jane Barrell Yadav:  We went to school on 
Eleventh Street, across from where the music school is 
UV �̂�4`�TV[OLY�^HZ�IVYU�PU�[OH[�I\PSKPUN��HUK�^L�^LU[�
to school there. It was Downtown Community School. 
After school, she would pick us up and we would 
[`WPJHSS`�^HUKLY�V]LY�[V�,PNO[O�:[YLL[��^OLYL�2UVIRLYY`�
was for a while. And then across the street, where [Mary 
9HɈLY[`�2HUV^P[aD�OHK�[OL�8\LLU�VM�+PHTVUKZ��(Z�`V\�
JHU�PTHNPUL��[OH[»Z�M\SS�VU�[LLUHNLYZ��OPWWPLZ�ZSLLWPUN�VU�
the streets, that whole thing. 
 For Sara and for Mary, it was contentious. They 
JV\SKU»[� Z[HUK� [OL�JYV^KZ��;OLYL»Z� [OH[�WPLJL�VM�ILPUN�
YLHSS`�[V\NO�I\ZPULZZ^VTLU��1\Z[�W\[[PUN�\W�^P[O�H�SV[��
OH]PUN�]LY`�\UPX\L�WYVK\J[� MVY� [OL� [PTL��4`�KHK�NV[�H�
IS\L�JVYK\YV`�5LOY\�QHJRL[�V\[�VM�[OLYL��HUK�T`�TV[OLY�
got lots of dresses. There is an early portrait that my 
mother did of Sara, that she may have traded for dresses 
HUK�QL^LSY �̀�VY�̂ OH[L]LY��*V\SK�OH]L�ILLU�H�WVZZPIPSP[`�H[�
that time. 
 The painting, I think, is 1966, and right in there is 
^OLYL� :HYH»Z� L_WLYPTLU[PUN� ^P[O� JSV[OLZ�� :OL� HS^H`Z�
loved clothes. I have, and Kate too, vivid memories 
VM� ILPUN� PU� [OL� ZOVW� HUK� ZLLPUN� HSS� [OL� [V`Z�� :HYH� KPK�
more sewing when she went to the location on Seventh 
:[YLL[��:OL�^HZ�HS^H`Z�NP]PUN�\Z� SP[[SL�IP[Z�VM�TH[LYPHS��
the scraps, that we would take home and use to make 
JSV[OLZ�MVY�)HYIPL�KVSSZ��0�OHK�H�ZL^PUN�THJOPUL��0�^HZ�
given one in 1969, so I was sewing a lot. She would 
encourage that, she was really into fashion. 
� 0� Q\Z[�YLTLTILY�[OH[�OLY�SH\NO�^HZ�Q\Z[�MHU[HZ[PJ��
She and my mother could joke with each other, I think 
they really met on the same level. It was always a treat. 
To go into her shop was just a real treat. 

Svetlana Kitto:  When you say the shop, 
HYL�`V\�[HSRPUN�HIV\[�[OL�:[��4HYR»Z�ZOVW�VY�[OL�:L]LU[O�
:[YLL[�ZOVW��VY�IV[O&

1)@!� 0�YLTLTILY�[OL�,PNO[O�:[YLL[�ZOVW�HZ�ILPUN�]LY`�
IYPNO[� HUK� OH]PUN� TVYL� KYLZZLZ�� HUK� TH`IL� ZOL� ^HZ�
KVPUN�ZVTL�ZL^PUN�PU�[OL�IHJR�I\[�0�KVU»[�YLTLTILY�P[�
MYVT�[OH[�[PTL��0�KLÄUP[LS`�YLTLTILY�[OH[�:L]LU[O�:[YLL[�
ZLLTLK� [V�IL�TVYL� MVJ\ZLK�� 0U�T`�TLTVY �̀� [OL�IHJR�
was pretty large, and her sewing machine would always 
IL� V\[� ^P[O� ZVTL� WYVQLJ[� [OH[� ZOL�^HZ�^VYRPUN� VU� VY�
JVSSHIVYH[PUN�VU��:OL�^HZ�NL[[PUN�H�SV[�VM�TH[LYPHS�MYVT�

0UKPH·VY��0�KVU»[�RUV^�^OLYL�ZOL�^HZ�ZV\YJPUN�P[��;OLYL�
^LYL�WPUZ�VU�[OL�ÅVVY�� 0� YLTLTILY�WPJRPUN�[OLT�\W�MVY�
OLY��[OH[�^HZ�H�IPN�KLHS��

:2!� 0�[OPUR�ZOL�SP]LK�PU�[OL�IHJR�VM�[OH[�Z[VYL�MVY�H�̂ OPSL��

1)@!� ;OH[»Z�WYVIHIS`�^O`�P[�OHK�TVYL�VM�H�OVTL`�MLLS��
for hanging out. I know that she made me feel special, 
ILJH\ZL�VUJL�0�KYL^�H�KYH^PUN�VM�^OH[�SVVRLK�SPRL�ILSS�
IV[[VTZ�ILMVYL�[OLYL�^LYL�ILSS�IV[[VTZ��HUK�ZOL�THKL�
H�IPN�KLHS� HIV\[� P[!� ¸@V\�WYLKPJ[LK�ILSS�IV[[VTZ�¹� 1\Z[�
going over there, she made us feel important, that we 
OHK�ZVTL[OPUN�[V�JVU[YPI\[L�[V�[OL�MHZOPVU�^VYSK��0[�Q\Z[�
always felt really fun. 

SK: Do you have other memories of her? 

27!� 0[�^HZ� [OL� ÄYZ[� WSHJL� 0� ZH^�H�WVPZVU� YPUN��^OPJO�
struck my childhood imagination. 

JBY: Oh, right, yeah. 

KP: The idea that there were people that would 
carry some kind of poison in their ring was like 
something out of a fairytale. AZ�H�JOPSK�VM�ZP_�VY�ZL]LU��
I was surprised to learn that people really poison each 
other, in fact that a way to facilitate this activity had 
ILLU� KL]LSVWLK� HUK� ^HZ� Z[PSS� ILPUN� THU\MHJ[\YLK� 
 All to say that Sara and her shop were full of 
magic––indications that the world was a large and 
T`Z[LYPV\Z� WSHJL� M\SS� VM� [OPUNZ� IL`VUK� ^OH[� ZJOVVS��
television, and the museums of New York (my primary 
sources of information) could show me. The shop itself 
KLLWLULK�T`�JVUJLW[Z�HIV\[�[OL�^VYSK�

1)@!� 0[� ^HZ� [OL� THNPJ� VM� [OL� ZOVW�� >L»YL� IYPUNPUN�
home all this Indian material and my mother makes me 
a princess dress. But I can attest to the poison rings, 
ILJH\ZL� [OL`� HYL� H� [OPUN� PU� 0UKPH�� 4`� ZPZ[LY�PU�SH^� 
(I married a man from India) has a poison ring that actually 
VWLUZ�\W��8\P[L�[OL�[OPUN�

SK: Do you guys know Elena Solow? She used to 
work for Sara and was friends with her for a really long 
time.  Forever.

1)@!� :OL�IHI`ZH[�MVY�\Z��;OH[»Z�OV^�^L�RUL^�OLY��

SK: That makes sense. She was telling me that anyone 
who worked at the store had to know where everything 
JHTL� MYVT�� 0[�^HZU»[� Q\Z[�TV]PUN� Z[\Ɉ� VɈ� [OL� ZOLS]LZ��
you had to know the story of where it came from, then 
HSZV�[OL�TLHUPUN�ILOPUK�P[��

1)@!� (IZVS\[LS �̀� [OLYL� ^HZ� KLÄUP[LS`� H� ZLYPV\ZULZZ�
^OLU� `V\� ^LYL� PU�� 0[� ^HZ� H� [OPUN�� 0� YLTLTILY� NVPUN�
[V� [OL� Z[VYL� V]LY� PU�:V/V�� HUK�OV^� P[�^HZ�IPNNLY� HUK�
IL[[LY��0�[OPUR�ZOL�OHK�H�ILH\[PM\S�JYV^U�^OLU�0�^HSRLK�PU�
[OLYL��HUK�`V\�NV[�[OL�ZLUZL�[OH[�P[�^HZU»[�[HRLU�SPNO[S �̀�
what she was doing. She had a real purpose to increase 
WLVWSL»Z�\UKLYZ[HUKPUN�VM�L[OUPJ�J\S[\YL�

KP: Are you aware of the mentions of her in New York 
4HNHaPUL�MYVT�[OL�SH[L�»��Z�HUK�»��Z&�@V\�WYVIHIS`�MV\UK�
TVYL�[OHU�0�KPK��I\[�0�MV\UK�H�ML^�TLU[PVUZ�MVY�^OV�ZOL�
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19/!� @LHO�� PU�H�KPɈLYLU[�^H �̀� 0»T�Z\YL� [OH[� [OLYL�^LYL�
times, with all of us, that she felt protective of us.

:2!� :HYH»Z�.PYSZ��+PK�`V\�HSS�KYLZZ�PU�2UVIRLYY`&

19/!� 0� IV\NO[� JOVSPZ�� 0� TLHU�� ^L� HSS� KYLZZLK� ]LY`�
ILH\[PM\SS �̀�0�TLHU��0�OH]L�H�KYLZZ�MYVT�0UKVULZPH��H�[\UPJ�
[OH[� 0� IV\NO[� MYVT� [OL� ZOVW�� [OH[� VYPNPUHSS`� OHK� ILLU�
:LYL[»Z�� :LYL[� YL[\YULK� P[� [V� [OL� ZOVW�� HUK� 0�^HU[LK� P[��
*SV[OPUN� TV]LK� HYV\UK�� I\[� ^L� HSS� SV]LK� KYLZZPUN� PU�
ILH\[PM\S�JSV[OLZ��
� ,SLUH�JHTL�PU�MYVT�4L_PJV�^P[O�H�O\NL�JVSSLJ[PVU�
VM� 4L_PJHU� [YHKP[PVUHS� ISV\ZLZ�� UV[� THKL� MVY� [V\YPZ[Z��
:OL�^LU[� PU[V� [OL�]PSSHNLZ�HUK�IV\NO[�ZRPY[Z�HUK�V[OLY�
wonderful things. There were summers when we all 
SVVRLK� SPRL� -YPKH� 2HOSV�� :HYH� HS^H`Z� OHK� H� ILH\[PM\S�
ULJRSHJL� VU�� 6Y� ZOL»K�THRL� ZVTL[OPUN� HUK� NP]L� P[� [V�
TL��0»T�[OPURPUN�VM�H�ULJRSHJL�[OH[�VUS`�:HYH�JV\SK�OH]L�
made. The middle of it has a cameo with the face of a 
^OP[L� ^VTHU�� I\[� [OL� ILHKZ� HYL� HSS� (MYPJHU� HUK� V[OLY�
YHUKVT�ILHKZ��(NHPU�� [OL� Q\_[HWVZP[PVU� PU�VIQLJ[Z�^HZ�
her way of seeing the world.

:2!� *HU� `V\� KLZJYPIL� ^OH[� OLY� ^H`� VM� ZLLPUN� [OL�
world was?

19/!� ;OLYL»Z�H�JLY[HPU�RPUK�VM� PYVU`� PU� P[�� HUK�^P[�� HUK�
ZH[PYL��(UK�H�ZLUZL�VM�UV[OPUN�ILPUN�WYLJPV\Z��5V[OPUN�
ILPUN�ZV�ZHJYLK�[OH[�P[�JV\SK�UV[�IL¶¶

SK: Changed.

JRH: Changed, recognized for its value in its own right. 
:OL�̂ HZ�KLJPKLKS`�H�)SHJR�̂ VTHU��)\[�̀ V\�RUV �̂�0�KVU»[�
think Sara fully trusted her own genius. She never really 
recognized or accepted the fact that she was making 
HUK�KVPUN�ZPNUPÄJHU[�[OPUNZ��0�KVU»[�[OPUR�ZOL�M\SS`�V^ULK�
[OH[�MVY�OLYZLSM��-VY�HSS�[OL�YLZ[�VM�\Z��ZOL�^HZ�THNUPÄJLU[�
and so important. 
 Sara was genuinely supportive without saying 
anything in particular. Certainly, she was not judgmental 
of the folks that worked with her. On the other hand, she 
JV\SK�ZH`�ZVTL[OPUN�[OH[�^V\SK�IL�������0�KVU»[�YLJHSS�L]LY�
ILPUN�W\[�KV^U��I\[�0�RUV^�ZOL�KPK�UV[�[HRL�^P[O�WLVWSL�
that she felt were foolish. She had no patience for that. 

:2!� >OLU�`V\�^LYL�ZH`PUN�ILMVYL�[OH[�OLY�^VYSK]PL^�
was witty and ironizing and satirizing, and that she was 
decidedly a Black woman, what do you mean? What was 
she satirizing, do you think?

19/!� 0� [OPUR� [OL�^VYSK�HZ� P[� [OPURZ� P[ZLSM� [V�IL�� 0�TLHU��
^OH[� ^L»YL� [HSRPUN� HIV\[� UV �̂� HUK� [OL� ]VPJPUNZ� VM�
WLVWSL�V\[�VU�[OL�Z[YLL[� BH�YLMLYLUJL�[V�W\ISPJ�WYV[LZ[Z�
YLZWVUKPUN�[V� [OL�T\YKLY�VM�.LVYNL�-SV`K�I`�WVSPJL� PU�
����D��;OL�^VYSK�[OPURZ�P[»Z�^OP[L��0[»Z�UV[�^OP[L��0M�HU`VUL�
understood that, it was Sara. Look at the world that she 
^HZ� IYPUNPUN� [VNL[OLY�� 0[� ^HZ� H� ^VYSK� VM� J\S[\YLZ� [OH[�
were undervalued. 

:2!� 9PNO[��@LHO��ZOL�^HZ�IYPUNPUN� MVY[O� [OVZL�\UKLY�
recognized cultures and a statement that the world is not 
^OP[L�HUK�[OH[�PKLH�]LY`�T\JO�ULLKZ�[V�IL�JOHSSLUNLK��

19/!� 0� KVU»[� [OPUR� [OH[� ZOL� ^HZ� JVUZJPV\ZS`� ZH`PUN��
¸;OPZ�PZ�^OH[�0»T�KVPUN��0»T�Z[PJRPUN�P[�[V�[OL�THU�¹�)\[�
she was sticking it to the man. She could hang out in 
[OL�IHJR� YVVT�HUK�WYL[LUK� [OH[� ZOL�^HZU»[� [OL�V^ULY�
VM� [OPZ� PUJYLKPISL� ZOVW�� IV[O� ILJH\ZL� [OH[»Z� ^OH[� ZOL�
MLS[� SPRL� KVPUN� [OH[� KH`� HUK� ILJH\ZL� ZOL� [OV\NO[� [OH[�
PM� ZVTLIVK`� JHTL� PU�� [OL`� ^V\SK� UV[� ULJLZZHYPS`� I\`�
[OL�TVZ[� L_WLUZP]L� VIQLJ[� PU� [OPZ� ZWHJL� MYVT� H� )SHJR�
WLYZVU� VY� H�)SHJR�^VTHU��)\[� [OL`�TPNO[� I\`� P[� MYVT�
Ken. Sometimes I think she thought that way. A lot of 
ZV\S�ZLHYJOPUN�ZLLTZ�[V�IL�NVPUN�VU�J\YYLU[S`�^P[OPU�[OL�
larger white community. Well, where were you? Where 
OH]L�`V\�ILLU&�;OL�YLZ[�VM�[OL�^VYSK�PZ�X\P[L�H^HYL�[OH[�
`V\»YL� UV[� [OL� VUS`� [OPUN� NVPUN� VU�� (UK� JLY[HPUS`� :HYH�
\UKLYZ[VVK�[OH[��ZOL�JV\SK�LTIYHJL�[OL�LU[PYL�^VYSK��
� 0�KPKU»[�RUV^�HU`[OPUN�HIV\[�^OLU�ZOL�^HZ�`V\UN�
PU� [OL� »��Z�� I\[� ZOL� [YH]LSLK� HSS� V]LY� ,\YVWL� HUK� OHK�
-YLUJO� IV`MYPLUKZ� HUK� :WHUPZO� IV`MYPLUKZ�� HUK� ZOL�
got to see the world on her own terms. Without having 
[HSRLK�[V�OLY�HIV\[� P[�� 0�RUV^�[OH[�^OH[�H� SV[�VM�(MYPJHU�
Americans feel when they leave this country is that even 
[OV\NO� `V\»YL� SP]PUN� PU� ^VYSKZ� [OH[� JVSVUPaL� WLVWSL��
[OLYL»Z� H� SV[� SLZZ� ^LPNO[� VU� `V\Y� ZOV\SKLYZ� ^OLU� `V\�
SLH]L�[OPZ�JV\U[Y �̀�@V\�KVU»[�OH]L�[V�OVSK�`V\Y�IYLH[O�HSS�
the time.

:2!� 0»T� YLHSS`� PU[LYLZ[LK� PU� NL[[PUN� H[�^OH[� [OL� Z[VYL��
SPRL� [OL� UHTL�� 2UVIRLYY �̀� TLHUZ�� 0[»Z� H� :V\[O� (MYPJHU�
^HSRPUN�Z[PJR��I\[�0�HSZV�YLHK�[OH[�K\YPUN�(WHY[OLPK�P[�^HZ�
\ZLK�HZ�H�ÄNO[PUN�Z[PJR�

JRH: Right.

:2!� 0[»Z� VI]PV\Z� [OH[� [OLYL� HYL� WVSP[PJHS� HUK� ZVJPHS�
undertones to what she was doing with the store. It went 
MHY�IL`VUK�ILPUN�H�WSHJL�^OLYL�`V\�I\`�JVVS�Z[\Ɉ�

19/!� -VY�TL�� [OH[»Z� [OL� PTWVY[HU[� [OPUN�� [OH[� P[� ^HZ� H�
meeting place where folks that she liked or cared for 
^LU[�[V�ZP[�� 0[�^HZU»[�HIV\[�`V\�I\`PUN�ZVTL[OPUN�MYVT�
:HYH��:HYH�HIZVS\[LS`�̂ V\SK�UV[�SL[�TL�I\`�JLY[HPU�[OPUNZ�� 
:OL� Q\Z[� ^V\SKU»[�� :OL� UL]LY� SL[� TL� I\`� VUL� VM� OLY�
MHTV\Z�IHNZ�� HUK�^OLU� 0»K� ZH �̀� ¸>O`&�>O`�JHU»[� 0&�¹�
ZOL»K� ZH �̀� ¸)LJH\ZL� `V\� JHU�THRL� `V\Y� V^U�¹� ;OH[»Z�
very powerful. Because that is a recognition of me, of 
what I have to give.

:2!� +PK�ZOL�L]LY�NP]L�`V\�H�IHN&

19/!� 6O� `LZ�� 0� OH]L� VUL� SP[[SL� IHN� [OH[� ZOL� NH]L�TL��
0U�[OL�IHN�PZ�H�2UVIRLYY`�SHILS�MVY�TL�[V�ZL^�VU��4VYL�
YLJLU[S �̀� 0»K�HS^H`Z�ZH`�[V�OLY��¸>O`�KVU»[�^L�W\[�`V\Y�
[OPUNZ�VUSPUL&¹�0�KPK�NL[�H�2UVIRLYY`�IHN�VUJL�VU�L)H �̀�
HUK�[VSK�OLY�ZV��0�^HZ�[Y`PUN�[V�ZH`�[V�OLY�[OH[�OLY�VIQLJ[Z�
ZOV\SK�IL�VUSPUL��I\[�̂ L�̂ LYLU»[�HISL�[V�NL[�OLY�[OLYL��0»T�
ZVYY`�0�KVU»[�OH]L�VUL�VM�OLY�PUJYLKPISL�QHJRL[Z��>OLU�̀ V\�
ZH^�OLY��ZOL�^HZ�\UKV\I[LKS`�^LHYPUN�H�ZJHYM�VY�H�ZOPY[�
or something that she had made. Up until the end, she 
^HZ�̂ LHYPUN�[OPUNZ��;OLYL�̂ LYL�ZVTL�WHU[Z�[OH[�0�IV\NO[�
H[�H�ZHTWSL�ZHSL��0�NV[�OLY�H�WHPY�HUK�0�NV[�H�WHPY��0»K�ZLL�
[OH[�ZOL�^VYL�[OPUNZ�[OH[�OHK�ILLU�NP]LU�[V�OLY�VY�^LYL�
from the shop right up until the very end.

� :OL�THKL�OLY�IHNZ�V\[�VM�J\[[PUNZ�HUK�JSPWWPUNZ�
and piecings that she might have taken from velvet with 
:LTPUVSL� WH[[LYUZ� VY� WH[JO^VYR�� :OL»K� JVTIPUL� [OH[�
^P[O�H�J\[[PUN�MYVT�H�Z\aHUP��0[»Z�HU�HTHaPUN�LTIYVPKLY �̀�
0»K�UL]LY�IL�HISL�[V�J\[�PU[V�H�Z\aHUP��

SK: Out of reverence?

19/!� 9L]LYLUJL��HUK�HSZV�[OL�JVZ[�VM�[OL�[L_[PSL��0M�0�OHK�
H�Z\aHUP�H[�HU�LHYSPLY�Z[HNL�PU�T`�SPML��P[�^V\SK�IL�[OL�VUL�
suzani that I had, so the thought of cutting into it would 
IL�UL_[�[V�PTWVZZPISL��:HYH�^HZ�HIZVS\[LS`�MLHYSLZZ�HUK�
HZ� H� YLZ\S[� ZOL� JYLH[LK� PUJYLKPISL� JVTIPUH[PVU� WPLJLZ��
:OL�THKL�QHJRL[Z�\ZPUN�:LTPUVSL�WH[JO^VYR�HUK�ZOL»K�
VM[LU� JVTIPUL� ]LS]L[� ^P[O� HU� PU[LYLZ[PUN� [L_[PSL� SPRL� H�
9HQHZ[OHUP�WPLJL�VY�H�WPSSV^�MYVT�4L_PJV�^P[O�HSS�RPUKZ�
VM� ILHKZ�� ;OL� ILHKZ� OHK� H� RPUK� VM� YHUKVT� X\HSP[ �̀� 0[�
^HZU»[�HZ� PM�ZOL�^HZ�ZH`PUN��¸0»T�NVPUN�[V�ULH[S`�Z[P[JO�
H�YV^�VM�IS\L�ILHKZ�¹�0[�^V\SK�IL�¸0»T�YHUKVTS`�WPJRPUN�
THNPJHS·LULYN �̀¹�0[�̂ HZ�LULYN �̀�0[�OHK�[V�KV�̂ P[O�LULYN �̀
� >P[O� [OL� P[LTZ� [OH[� ZOL� WSHJLK� VU� VIQLJ[Z�� SPRL�
OLY�IHNZ��ZOL�^HZ�JYLH[PUN�SP[[SL�[HSPZTHUZ��0[�^HZU»[�Q\Z[�
[OL�VIQLJ[Z�[OH[�ZOL�THKL�I\[�[OL�LU]PYVUTLU[�[OH[�ZOL�
created. The face of the store.

SK: What was it like at the store?

19/!� :VTLIVK`�TPNO[� WVW� PU�� HUK� P[� JV\SK� IL�+HUU`�
Dawson, a great photographer who is a friend of mine 
^OV� 0�TL[� H[� :HYH»Z��/L»Z� H� ZJOVSHY� VU�(MYPJHUZ� PU� [OL�
KPHZWVYH��̂ P[O�H�WHY[PJ\SHY�MVJ\Z�VU�)YHaPSPHU�J\S[\YL�IHJR�
PU�)YHaPS��+HUU`�TPNO[�JVTL�I`�HUK�OHUN�V\[��ZP[[PUN�HUK�
talking, and in the course of time, I had a photograph 
Danny took of me. 
 The musician Leon Thomas, who was a good 
MYPLUK�VM�:HYH»Z��TPNO[�KYVW�I �̀�+H]PK�/HTTVUZ�̂ HZ�HSZV�
H�NVVK�MYPLUK�VM�OLYZ�� 0�ÄYZ[�RUL^�VM�+H]PK� [OYV\NO�OPZ�
WYLZLUJL�PU�[OL�ZOVW��ILMVYL�0�RUL^�OPZ�^VYR��(UK�[OLYL�
^LYL�[PTLZ�SH[LY�PU�[OL�V[OLY�ZOVW��[OL�V[OLY�IPN�ZOVW�[OH[�
she had––

SK: In TriBeCa?

JRH: The TriBeCa shop. 

SK: Were there other people doing anything like that at 
that time?

JRH: There was another store that I think may still 
IL� HYV\UK�� ;OLYL� ^HZ� HSZV� H� Z[VYL� JHSSLK� 1HJX\LZ�
Carcanagues that was much larger than hers. He was 
PU[LYLZ[LK� PU� ZPTPSHY� RPUKZ� VM� HY[� WPLJLZ�� I\[� OL� KPKU»[�
have clothing. She had pieces that she made and she 
HSZV� IV\NO[� [OPUNZ� SPRL� R\Y[HZ�� (� [^LU[`�KVSSHY� 0UKPHU�
R\Y[H�JV\SK�IL�HSVUNZPKL�H�WPLJL�VM�ZJ\SW[\YL� [OH[�^HZ�
two thousand or three thousand dollars. It was that kind 
VM� Q\_[HWVZP[PVU�� 5V� VUL� ^HZ� W\[[PUN� [OPUNZ� [VNL[OLY�
like that.

SK: This is something Ken, I think, learned from her for 
OPZ�V^U�̂ VYR¶¶[OL�̂ H`�ZOL�[VVR�[OLZL�]HYPV\Z�PUÅ\LUJLZ�
and translated them into her own voice, making them 
into something modern that appealed to young people 
and artists.

19/!� 0[�OHWWLULK�[OH[�[OH[�^HZ�[OL�YLZ\S[��I\[� Q\Z[� SPRL�
HU`�HY[PZ[��ZOL�^HZU»[�THRPUN�^OH[�ZOL�THKL�[V�HWWLHS�
[V�ZWLJPÄJ�WLVWSL��:OL»K�Q\Z[�[OPUR��Oh, I’ll make pillows 
or� 0»T�KVPUN�ILHK^VYR� YPNO[� UV �̂�:OL�^HZU»[� [OPURPUN��
6O�� 0»SS�THRL� [OPUNZ�H[� [OPZ�WYPJL�WVPU[� Again, I have a 
IHN�M\SS�VM�ILHKZ�HUK�MHIYPJ�HUK�Z[\Ɉ� SPRL�[OH[�[OH[�ZOL�
gave me. It was one of the last things she gave me. 
:OL»K�YLHJO�KV^U�PU[V�OLY�[YLHZ\YL�[YV]L�HUK�ZH �̀�¸6O��
`V\�ZOV\SK�[HRL�[OLZL�¹�(SS�T`�SPML��0�Q\_[HWVZLK�[OPUNZ�PU�
similar ways.
 For a period of time I made gowns. Kind of unusual 
gowns. Sara put them in her shop. They were similar in 
[OPURPUN�[V�[OL�^H`�[OH[�2LU�VY�:HYH�W\[�KPɈLYLU[�WPLJLZ�
[VNL[OLY�� I\[� TPUL� [LUKLK� [V� \ZL� [L_[PSLZ� [OH[� 0� JV\SK�
HɈVYK��0�TPNO[�UV[�OH]L�HU�L_X\PZP[L�WPLJL�VM�LTIYVPKLY`�
HSS�V]LY�[OL�NHYTLU[��I\[�TH`IL�^V\SK�HKK�H�]LY`�ZTHSS�
WPLJL� VM� LTIYVPKLY �̀� ;OL`� ^LYL� VKK� SP[[SL� P[LTZ� [OH[�
HY[PZ[Z�TPNO[�IL�KYH^U�[V�� 0»]L�HS^H`Z�THKL�[OPUNZ� SPRL�
[OH[�HUK�ZOL�^HZ�HS^H`Z�NYLH[�HIV\[�[HRPUN�[OLT�VU��

SK: Would you say that she mentored you as well?

19/!� (IZVS\[LS �̀�,]LU�[OV\NO�ZOL�^HZU»[�H�KHUJLY��ZOL�
encouraged me to take risks. It was her spirit. That spirit 
ÄSSLK�TL�^P[O� [OL� ZLUZL� [OH[�Well, yeah, I can do this. 
Like taking an opportunity to go to Iran. This was in the 
»��Z��^OLU�[OL�:OHO�^HZ�Z[PSS�[OLYL��>LSS��VM�JV\YZL�0�^HZ�
going to do it. Sara was a risk-taker––she modeled that. 
(UK�0�[OPUR�^L�HSS�^HU[LK�[V�IL�[OH[�RPUK�VM�WLYZVU��;OLYL�
^HZ� H� I\UJO� VM� \Z� ^OV� JHSSLK� V\YZLS]LZ� :HYH»Z� .PYSZ��
:LYL[�B:JV[[D��0�[OPUR��^V\SK�IL�VUL��9LUVPY�B+HYYL[[D��HUK�
JLY[HPUS`�4HYPVU�B3HRLD�
 I wound up in Portland, Oregon. I had left New 
York to go to the South, where I had a piece of property. 
0�Z[H`LK�PU�[OL�ÄLSK��KHUJPUN�HUK�[LHJOPUN��I\[�P[�^HZU»[�
ideal, so I wound up going to Portland on a whim, with 
H�NPYSMYPLUK��HUK�TL[�T`�O\ZIHUK�[OLYL��0[�[\YUZ�V\[�[OH[�
:HYH�RUL^�OPT��/L�̂ HZ�VSKLY�[OHU�0��I\[�ZOL»K�RUV^U�OPT�
since the late or mid-60s, I would say.

SK: Was he a musician?

JRH: Yeah. Andrew Hill. When I called Sara, I said, 
¸:HYH�� 0»T� NL[[PUN� THYYPLK�� 0»T� THYY`PUN� (UKYL^� /PSS�¹�
(UK�ZOL�ZHPK��¸6O��OL»Z�H�SV]LS`�WLYZVU�¹�:HYH�THKL�TL�
H�OLHKWPLJL�MVY�T`�^LKKPUN�KH �̀�:V�:HYH�LZX\L��0[�^HZ�
H�ILH\[PM\S�WPLJL�VM� SHJL�^P[O�2LU[L�JSV[O�HUK�ILHKPUN�
VM�]HYPV\Z�RPUKZ��0[�PUJS\KLK�IS\L�ILHKZ��^OPJO�^LYL�T`�
favorite, and cowrie shells. It is a magical piece that I 
have on display. 
 One of the reasons she had people working in the 
ZOVW�^HZ�ILJH\ZL�ZOL�KPKU»[�ULJLZZHYPS`�SPRL�[V�IL�V\[�

SK: Out in front.

19/!� 9PNO[�� (SZV�� ZOL� OHK� H� MLLSPUN� [OH[� ILJH\ZL� ZOL�
was Black, people would not respond to her as well, 
even though Renoir, Seret, other people at work were 
HSZV�)SHJR��0�UL]LY�^VYRLK�H[�[OL�ZOVW�VU�H�YLN\SHY�IHZPZ��
I\[�MYVT�[PTL�[V�[PTL�PM�0�^HZ�OH]PUN�H�OHYK�[PTL��0�^HZ�
never really an employee.

:2!� @V\�NV[�[V�IL�OLY�MYPLUK�
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((!� 0� ^HZU»[� OHUNPUN� HYV\UK� V\[ZPKL� T\JO¶¶0� OLHYK�
HIV\[�V[OLY�Z[VYLZ� PU�3VUKVU�HUK�3(�^OLYL�T`�JSPLU[Z�
ZOVWWLK��6U�T`�ISVJR��[OLYL�^HZ�H�JLYHTPJ�ZOVW��HUK�
I think another leather shop. It was practically the same 
way as it is now. I was in the East Village last week and 
[OV\NO[�[OH[�[OPUNZ�OHKU»[�JOHUNLK�T\JO��0UKLWLUKLU[�
SP[[SL�I\ZPULZZLZ�HUK�WLYZVUHS�WYVQLJ[Z�

SK: Personal, yeah.

AA: I loved that aspect of it. We had an open door, and 
WLVWSL�JHTL�PU�HUK�[HSRLK��0»T�Z\YL�UV[�L]LY`IVK`�^OV�
JHTL� PU�^HZ� H� WV[LU[PHS� J\Z[VTLY�� I\[� [OL`� HSS� [HSRLK��
;OL`� IYV\NO[� PU� PKLHZ� VY� [OL`� IYV\NO[� PU� Z[\Ɉ�� 6UL�
time, a guy came in with this pack of tanned frog skins.  
;OL`�^LYL�]LY`�ILH\[PM\S��;OL`�^LYL�[OPU��I\[�[OL`�^LYL�
[HUULK�ZV� 0� JV\SK�\ZL�ZVTL� MVY�HWWSPX\t��(UV[OLY�N\`�
IYV\NO[� PU� IHI`� RHUNHYVV� ZRPUZ� MYVT� (\Z[YHSPH�� HSZV�
[HUULK�� (U`IVK`� JV\SK� ^HSR� [OYV\NO� [OL� KVVY� ^P[O�
their ideas.

SK: How did you meet Sara?

AA: She must have come around when I opened––I 
KVU»[� [OPUR� 0� [HSRLK� [V� OLY� ILMVYL� [OLU�� ;OLYL� ^HZ� HU�
PTTLKPH[L�HɉUP[`�ILJH\ZL�̂ L�IV[O�SV]LK�[L_[PSLZ��0�KPKU»[�
know yet that I was going to make a career traveling and 
NH[OLYPUN�[L_[PSLZ��:HYH�KPKU»[�KV�[OH[��LZWLJPHSS �̀�I\[�ZOL�
OHK�H�UL[^VYR�VM�WLVWSL�^OV�IYV\NO[�OLY�[L_[PSLZ�^OLU�
they traveled. She had such an eye and such a mind. 
9PNO[�\W�[PSS�[OL�LUK��H�ML^�TVU[OZ�ILMVYL��ZOL�^HZ�Z[PSS�
checking up on me to see what I was wearing, asking me 
PM�0»K�ZLLU�[OPZ�VY�[OH[�PU�=VN\L��0�N\LZZ�ZOL�NV[�ZVTLIVK`�
[V�IYPUN�OLY�MHZOPVU�THNHaPULZ��:OL�OHK�H�WYL[[`�NVVK�
UL[^VYR��)\[�HSS�[OL�WLVWSL�PU�[OH[�I\PSKPUN��H[�SLHZ[�H�SV[�
of them, liked her, even though she complained.
 Every time we talked with Sara, we discovered 
ZVTL�SP[[SL�[YLHZ\YL�HIV\[�OLY�WHZ[��;OL�[PTL�[OH[�ZOL�̂ HZ�
in Europe sounded really amazing. She was skylarking 
around with this guy, a photographer. They must have 
ILLU�WYL[[`�[PNO[¶¶0�[OPUR�ZOL�ZHPK�ZOL�Z[H`LK�HIV\[�Ä]L�
years in Europe. She was very good-looking then and 
fearless, and like so many Black Americans, she got a 
IL[[LY� NLULYHS� YLJLW[PVU� PU� ,\YVWL� [OHU� OLYL�� 0� ^V\SK�
have loved to see Sara in her prime, though to me Sara 
was always in her prime. Even when she was doddering, 
OHYKS`�HISL� [V�Z[HUK�\W��ZOL�HS^H`Z�W\[�VU�OLY� QL^LSY`�
^OLU�ZOL�JHTL�KV^U�[V�TLL[�TL�PU�[OL�SVII �̀

:2!� ;OH[»Z�^OH[�L]LY`VUL�ZH`Z�

AA: When Sara had a shop on Spring Street, she had 
[OL�TVZ[�ILH\[PM\S�SVM[�KV^U�[OL�ISVJR��:OL�OHK�HU�L`L�
MVY�HYYHUNPUN�Z[\Ɉ��0[»Z�UV[�SPRL�T`�HWWYVHJO��^OLYL�Z[\Ɉ�
PZ�TVZ[S`� PU�JHZLZ�HUK�JHIPUL[Z��:OL�^HZ�]LY`�NVVK�H[�
]PZ\HS�TLYJOHUKPZPUN��HZ�^L�JHSS�P[�UV �̂�;OH[»Z�^OLU�^L�
^LYL� ZLLPUN� LHJO� V[OLY� VM[LU�� :OL»K� JVTL� I �̀� ZOL»K�
IYPUN�WLVWSL�I �̀� 0»K� NV� [V� ZLL�^OH[� ZOL�OHK�� HSS� [OLZL�
(MYPJHU�P[LTZ��0�KPKU»[�RUV^�HU`[OPUN�HIV\[�P[��I\[�P[�^HZ�
great to see and touch. 

SK: Was her store singular in that way, in the 
arrangement of multicultural, multiethnic things?

((!� 0[�^HZ�ZPUN\SHY�ILJH\ZL� P[�^HZ�I\PS[� HYV\UK�:HYH�
HUK�:HYH»Z�[HZ[LZ��I\[�[OLYL�^LYL�V[OLY�WLVWSL�PU]VS]LK�
ILJH\ZL�WHY[�VM�[OPZ�OPWWPL�[OPUN�^HZ�[OH[�^L�^HU[LK�[V�
IYPUN� PU� L_V[PJ� LSLTLU[Z��(UV[OLY� MYPLUK�VM�TPUL�OHK�H�
JYHM[� Z[VYL� HUK� OL� HSZV� OHK� NVVK� [PLZ� [V� (MYPJHU� Z[\Ɉ��
1HJX\LZ�*HJHYUHN\LZ�^HZ�HUV[OLY�VM�[OVZL�JYHM[�N\`Z�

:2!� 0»]L�OLHYK�HIV\[�OPT��

AA: During the SoHo years, we were pretty few down 
[OLYL��:HYH»Z�^HZU»[�[OL�VUS`�Z[VYL��I\[�ZOL�RLW[�P[�WYL[[`�
WLYZVUHS�� /H]PUN� ZVTLIVK`� SPRL� OLY� H[� [OL� OLST�� HUK�
people like Kenny and a woman who worked with Sara 
for a long time––Fumi––made the store what it was. Fumi 
was a good friend, they were the same age, and I think 
[OL`�IV[O�MLS[�SPRL�V\[ZPKLYZ��

SK: In what way?

((!� :[HY[PUN�^P[O�UV[�ILPUN�^OP[L��5VIVK`�ZHPK�[OPZ�[V�
TL��I\[� 0�OH]L�H�MLLSPUN�[OH[�[OH[�^HZ�WHY[�VM� P[��-\TP»Z�
Z[VYL�^HZ�KV^U�[OLYL�[VV�MVY�H�SVUN�[PTL��:HYH»Z�^OVSL�
MYHTL^VYR��P[»Z�HS^H`Z�ILLU�VWLU�KVVY��@V\�JHU�[LSS�I`�HSS�
[OLZL�WLVWSL�^OV�MLLS�JSVZL�[V�OLY��PUÅ\LUJLK�I`�OLY�

:2!� +V�`V\�MLLS�PUÅ\LUJLK�I`�OLY&

AA: Oh yeah, she opened up so many things to me. 
¸.V�HUK�ZLL�[OPZ�ZOV �̂¹�0�^V\SK�OH]L�UL]LY�RUV^U�HIV\[�
+H]PK�/HTTVUZ�L_JLW[�[OH[�[OLYL�^HZ�H�WHY[`�ZOL�[VVR�
me to where I met him. 

SK: What do you think she was trying to do with 
2UVIRLYY`&� >OH[� HYL� ZVTL� VM� [OL� PKLHZ� ILOPUK� [OL�
JVUJLW[�VM�[OL�Z[VYL��^OPJO�ZLLTLK�[V�IL�H�WSHJL�VM�UV[�
VUS`�I\[�LZWLJPHSS`�(MYPJHU�(TLYPJHU�J\S[\YHS�SPML&

AA: She had this African hook. I think she was showing 
HSS�VM�\Z�5L^�@VYRLYZ�[OH[�P[�L_PZ[LK�ZPUJL�^L�OHKU»[�ZLLU�
P[�ILMVYL��I\[�HSZV�W\[[PUN� P[�V\[� PU�H�^H`� [OH[�THKL�\Z�
want to integrate it with the other things we were wearing 
or living with within our homes, not like a separate 
RPUNKVT��:HYH�^HZ�LJSLJ[PJ��ZOL�THKL�H�IP[�VM�[OPZ�HUK�H�
IP[�VM�[OH[��W\[�VU�H�ULJRSHJL�MYVT�OLYL�HUK�[OLYL��UV[�[V�
YLJYLH[L�[OL�^H`�P[�ZOV\SK�OH]L�ILLU�^VYU�PU�7LY\�VY�PU�
AHPYL�VY�HU`�WSHJL��I\[�[V�THRL�H�TP_�

ANDREA ARANOW

(UKYLH� (YHUV^� VWLULK� OLY� J\Z[VT� IV\[PX\L�� +HRV[H�
;YHUZP[�� VU� :[�� 4HYR»Z� 7SHJL� PU� � ���� :OL� ^LU[� VU� [V�
ILJVTL� H� JVSSLJ[VY�� KLZPNULY�� HUK� KLHSLY� VM� ]PU[HNL�
[L_[PSLZ�MYVT�HYV\UK�[OL�^VYSK�

:]L[SHUH�2P[[V!� ;V�ILNPU��JHU�0�HZR�OV^�`V\�NV[�PU[V�
[OL�[L_[PSL�I\ZPULZZ&

(UKYLH�(YHUV^!� 0�SP]LK�PU�7LY\�MVY�Ä]L�`LHYZ��HUK�T`�
ÄYZ[� QVI�[OLYL�^HZ�^VYRPUN�MVY�[OL�4PUPZ[Y`�VM�*\S[\YL·
going around the country documenting traditional 
[L_[PSL� [YHKP[PVUZ� PU� LHJO� KLWHY[TLU[� BYLNPVUD� VM� 7LY\��
(UK� 0�I\PS[�H�IPN�JVSSLJ[PVU� [OH[� 0�L]LU[\HSS`�ZVSK� [V� [OL�
British Museum. I stayed on in London looking at other 
[L_[PSLZ��HUK�]LU[\YLK�V\[� MYVT�[OLYL� PU� [OL�KPYLJ[PVU�VM�
(ZPHU�[L_[PSLZ�

SK: When did you open your store, Dakota Transit?

((!� ;OL� Z[VYL� ^HZ� ILMVYL� [OH[·T`� ÄYZ[� QVI� HM[LY�
JVSSLNL�� 0[� ^HZU»[� Z\WWVZLK� [V� IL� H� I\ZPULZZ�� I\[�T`�
IV`MYPLUK�NV[�[PYLK�VM�OH]PUN�[^V�ZL^PUN�THJOPULZ�SP]PUN�
there along with me. There was an empty storefront, 
and things were so cheap then in the East Village.  
/L�ZHPK��¸<ZL�[OH[�HZ�H�^VYRWSHJL�HUK�NL[�`V\Y�Z[\Ɉ�V\[�
VM� OLYL�¹� ;OL� Z[VYLMYVU[� OHK� H� ^PUKV �̂� HUK� VUL� [OPUN�
led to another. I hung something in the window and that 
Z[HY[LK�P[��;OH[�^HZ�HYV\UK�»����»� �

SK: What were you making?

((!� 0U� JVSSLNL�� 0� OHK� ILLU� THRPUN� Z\LKL� JSV[OLZ��
which I then made at the shop, too. When I went to 
I\`�[OL�ZRPUZ�MYVT�[OL�QVIILYZ��[OLYL�^LYL�QVIILYZ�^OV�
TVZ[S`� NV[� Z[\Ɉ� MYVT� [OL� OHUKIHN� HUK� ZOVL� [YHKL��� 
0�ZH^�[OH[�[OL`�OHK�ZUHRLZRPUZ��:V�0�IV\NO[�ZVTL�HUK�
Z[HY[LK�J\[[PUN�[OLT�\W�[V�\ZL�MVY�HWWSPX\t�VU�[OL�Z\LKL��
It evolved from there. I started making full snakeskin 
clothes, without suede.

:2!� +PK� `V\� Z[\K`� KLZPNU�� VY� TH`IL� L[OUVNYHWO �̀�
in college?

((!� 0�Z[\KPLK�J\S[\YHS�OPZ[VY �̀� 0�KVU»[�[OPUR�T`�JVSSLNL�
[H\NO[�L[OUVNYHWO �̀�;OL`�KPKU»[�L]LU�OH]L�T\JO�PU�[OL�
^H`�VM�OPZ[VY �̀�;OL`�OHK�VUL�(ZPHU�OPZ[VY`�JSHZZ!�¸>L»SS�
[LHJO�`V\�L]LY`[OPUN�HIV\[� 0UKPH�� 1HWHU�� HUK�*OPUH� PU�
VUL�`LHY�¹�0[�^HZ�H�KPɈLYLU[�HNL��T\JO�SLZZ�ZWLJPHSPaLK�
� 4`� JHYLLY� ^HZ� HSTVZ[� HJJPKLU[HS�� L_JLW[� [OH[�
0� YLHSS`� MLS[� MVY� [YH]LS� HUK� MVY� [L_[PSLZ¶¶[OVZL� ^LYL� [OL�
two guiding lights. I already had one kid when I started 
traveling, so that was a further enrichment.
� 0[�^HZ�H�ZWLJPHS� [PTL� PU� [OL�,HZ[�=PSSHNL�ILJH\ZL�
[OL�-PSSTVYL�,HZ[�HUK�V[OLY�JS\IZ�^LYL�[OLYL��;OLYL�^HZ�
a lot of music. We thought we were really hot shit. Sara 
was around the corner, and other people, too. The rents 
^LYL�YLHSS`�JOLHW��;OLYL�^LYL�H� SV[�VM� SP[[SL�I\ZPULZZLZ��
people trying out their own ideas. It was really fun.

:2!� >OH[�^HZ�P[�SPRL�VU�:[��4HYR»Z�7SHJL�H[�[OH[�[PTL&�
Was it hippies mostly?

((!� @LHO��:HYH�^HZ�VU�:[��4HYR»Z�HUK�T`�ZOVW�^HZ�
HYV\UK�[OL�JVYULY�VU�,HZ[�5PU[O�:[YLL[��:[��4HYR»Z�OHZU»[�
changed so much since then. We made a few changes––
^L�OHK�H�ISVJR�HZZVJPH[PVU��^L�NV[�TVUL`�HUK�WSHU[LK�
[YLLZ�[OH[�HYL�UV^�ÄM[`�`LHYZ�VSK��;OL`�SVVR�YLHSS`�NYLH[��
We had a sense of community. We were young. We 
^LYL� L_WLYPTLU[HS� HUK� ^L� ^LYL� KV^U[V^U�� ,TWOHZPZ�
on  downtown.

SK: Right.

((!� >OLU�0�Z[HY[LK�NL[[PUN�W\ISPJP[ �̀�P[�̂ HZ�RPUK�VM�LHZ`�
ILJH\ZL� 0�^HZ�THRPUN� ]LY`� ZOV^`�JSV[OLZ��4HNHaPULZ�
like /HYWLY»Z� )HaHHY·[OL`� ULLKLK� Z[\Ɉ�� 0� KPKU»[� ÄN\YL�
[OPZ�V\[�[PSS�T\JO�SH[LY��I\[�[OL`�ULLKLK�LKP[VYPHS�JVU[LU[��
0�^HZU»[� ]LY`� NVVK� HIV\[� MVSSV^PUN� MHZOPVU� [YLUKZ�� I\[�
they would tell me the shape of the garment. They gave 
me tips on what they might want to see in editorials. 
� ;OLYL�^HZ�H�ZOVW�KV^U�[OL�ISVJR�MYVT�TL��;OVZL�
NPYSZ�^LYL�JVUULJ[LK�^P[O�[OL�T\ZPJ�I\ZPULZZ�HUK�RUL^�
1PTP�/LUKYP_��;OL`�IYV\NO[�OPT�I`�VUL�KH �̀�HUK�OL�ZH^�
this mass of snakeskins on the chair and said, “Well, 
Z\LKL� JSV[OLZ� ^P[O� HWWSPLK� ZUHRLZRPU� HYL� VRH �̀� I\[�
0�^HU[� HU�V\[Ä[� [OH[»Z� HSS� ZUHRLZRPU�¹�(UK� P[� NYL^� MYVT�
[OLYL�� 6UJL� [OLZL� ZOV^`� WLVWSL� JHTL�� [OL� Z[\Ɉ� ^HZ�
out in =VN\L and /HYWLY»Z�)HaHHY. Then the ladies in the 
SPTV\ZPULZ�Z[HY[LK�JVTPUN�MYVT�\W[V^U��:V�P[�^HZ�H�TP_��
The musicians had money, and some of them were great 
to work with.
� ;OL�NHYTLU[Z�[VVR�H�SVUN�[PTL�[V�THRL��ILJH\ZL�
what we did was to have an initial meeting and then 
create the pattern for a garment piece. We would make 
P[� \W� PU� T\ZSPU� HUK� KV� HSS� [OL� Ä[[PUNZ� ^P[O� [OL�T\ZSPU�� 
;OL�[LJOUPX\L�^HZ�MVY�TL�[V�JYLH[L�H�WH[JO^VYR�JVSSHNL�
and glue it to muslin and then sew them together with 
U`SVU� [OYLHK�� (UK� [OLU� [OH[� ^OVSL� [OPUN� ^V\SK� IL�
constructed into the garment. We had to do it this way 
ILJH\ZL�TVZ[�VM�[OL�RPUKZ�VM�ZUHRLZRPU�0�\ZLK�OHK�]LY`�
SP[[SL� NP]L�� (UHJVUKH� ^HZ� VUL� VM� [OL� TVYL� L_WLUZP]L�
ones. The size of the animal and the kind of tanning 
JV\SK�KL[LYTPUL�OV^�ÅL_PISL�P[�^HZ��0�\ZLK�H�SV[�VM�JVIYH��
0�SPRLK�[OL�^H`�[OL`�NSHaLK�[OL�JVIYH�^P[O�ZVTL[OPUN�ZV�
it was shiny, and I particularly liked the dark colors––it 
^HZ� SPRL� Z[HPULK�NSHZZ�� 0� WSH`LK�X\P[L� H�IP[�^P[O�JVIYH�� 
0[�KLÄUP[LS`�OHK�[V�IL�ZL^U�VU[V�H�IHJRPUN�
 These people had a lot of money. It was very 
KPɈLYLU[� PU� [OL� »��Z�� ;OL`� ^LYL� YPJO�� T`� JSPLU[Z�� I\[�
L]LY`IVK`�OHK�TVYL�ZWLUKHISL�TVUL`�PU�[OVZL�KH`Z�

:2!� @V\�^LYL�ZWLUKPUN�SLZZ�TVUL`�VU�YLU[�HUK�KLI[�� 
I imagine.

((!� 0�UL]LY�OLHYK�HU`IVK`�[HSR�HIV\[�ZJOVVS�KLI[��HUK�
P[�^HZ�Z\WLY�LHZ`�[V�NL[�QVIZ�PU�[OL�»��Z��;OLYL�^LYL�H�SV[�
VM�WLVWSL� SPRL�TL��JVSSLNL�NYHK\H[LZ�^P[O�ÅPTZ`�JHYLLY�
PKLHZ�� HUK� ^L� JV\SK� LHZPS`� WPJR� \W� QVIZ¶¶ZVJPHS� ^VYR�
QVIZ��^VYRPUN�PU�[OL�SPIYHY �̀

:2!� )LMVYL�^L�NL[�[V�2UVIRLYY �̀�JHU�`V\�[LSS�TL�HIV\[�
ZVTL�VM�[OL�WLVWSL� PU�[OL�ULPNOIVYOVVK�HUK�H� SP[[SL�IP[�
HIV\[�V[OLY�Z[VYLZ�[OH[�`V\�ZH`�^LYL�PU[LYLZ[PUN&
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During her early years, she had some really cool guys.  
She was with Wolf for years. They went to Europe together. 
Then she met this French writer, who was actually pretty 
famous. She had some Italian lover who she adored. She 
did Europe. When she lived in Amsterdam, she had a 
Dutch lover. She had a lover in every country in Europe. 
)\[�^OLU�ZOL�JHTL�IHJR�MYVT�,\YVWL��[OH[»Z�^OLU�ZOL�
VWLULK�2UVIRLYY �̀�(M[LY�ZOL�OHK�ILLU�[YHPULK�HZ�H�ZVJPHS�
worker. She came from a middle-class Black family from 
7P[[ZI\YNO��;OL`�^LYLU»[� YPJO��I\[� [OL`�^LYL�VRH`"� [OL`�
^LYL�^LSS�[V�KV�I`� [OL� Z[HUKHYKZ� VM� [OL�KH �̀� :OL�^HZ�
OPNOS`� LK\JH[LK�� :HYH�^HZ� HS^H`Z� H� YLILS�� OLY�TV[OLY�
was a very proper Christian woman and she had Sara. 
;OH[�^HZ�UV[�H�NVVK�JVTIPUH[PVU�
� 0� OHK� TV]LK� [V� *VVWLY� :X\HYL�� ^OPJO� ^HZ� UV[�
MHY� MYVT� :P_[O� :[YLL[�� YPNO[� ILOPUK� *VVWLY� <UPVU�� ZV� 0�
^V\SK�NV�PU[V�:HYH»Z�X\P[L�VM[LU��:OL�SV]LK�T`�^VYR��ZV�
I would always show her what I was doing. Over a series 
VM� `LHYZ��^L� ILJHTL� ]LY`� JSVZL� MYPLUKZ�� ([� VUL� WVPU[��
0�NV[�H� QVI�^VYRPUN�H[� [OL�)YVVTL�:[YLL[�)HY��HUK�^HZ�
^VYRPUN� \U[PS� �!��� H�T�� L]LY`� UPNO[�� 0»K� ZVTL[PTLZ� NV�
V]LY�[V�:[��4HYR»Z�[V�NL[�H�KYPUR�VU�[OL�̂ H`�OVTL��0�̂ V\SK�
UV[PJL�[OH[�:HYH»Z� SPNO[Z�^LYL�HS^H`Z�VU��ZV�VUL�UPNO[�0�
knocked on the door. They were having a pot party in the 
IHJR¶¶:HYH� HUK�6YUL[[L� *VSLTHU� HUK� H� ^OVSL� I\UJO�
of musicians. At the time, I kind of knew who Ornette 
*VSLTHU�^HZ��I\[� 0�^HZU»[� PU[V� QHaa� [OH[�T\JO¶¶0�^HZ�
PU[V�YVJR�HUK�YVSS¶¶ZV�0�UL]LY�X\P[L�\UKLYZ[VVK�[OH[�0�^HZ�
in the presence of a genius. 
� 0»K�NV�V]LY�[OLYL�VJJHZPVUHSS`�HUK�OHUN�V\[��HUK�P[�
was great. I never realized how privileged I was to have 
HJJLZZ�[V�[OLZL�PUJYLKPISL�JYLH[P]L�WLVWSL��0�^HZ�HSYLHK`�
involved in the art world, so it was an amazing time for 
me. I was a kid, like twenty-two or twenty-three years 
old. I was all of a sudden in New York City in the middle 
of this world of genius. Not only was the whole Sara thing 
OHWWLUPUN��I\[�[OLYL�^HZ�[OPZ�V[OLY�HY[�^VYSK�[OPUN�[OH[�
^HZ�OHWWLUPUN�PU�T`�SPML��(SS�[OPZ�Z[\Ɉ�OHWWLULK��0�Z[HY[LK�
^VYRPUN�MVY�[OPZ�N\`�UHTLK�1HJX\LZ�*HYJHUHN\LZ��^OV�
was a dealer in ethnographic jewelry. That was a good 
QVI��I\[�0�OHK�H�MHSSPUN�V\[�^P[O�[OL�THUHNLY�HUK�LUKLK�
up working at Craft Caravan, an African store.

:2!� +PK�*YHM[�*HYH]HU�JVTL�HM[LY�2UVIRLYY`&

2;!� 6O��`LHO��:HYH�^HZ�VUL�VM�[OL�ÄYZ[�Z[VYLZ�PU�:V/V��
She followed the galleries when the galleries started 
TV]PUN� PU�� ;OLU� HUV[OLY� Z[VYL� V^ULK� I`� HU� (MYPJHU�
(TLYPJHU� ^VTHU� B1HJRPL� 3L^PZD�� ;HSLZ� VM� /VɈTHU��
TV]LK�PU��;OH[�^HZ�H�]LY`�NVYNLV\Z�JSV[OPUN�Z[VYL��I\[�
more ethnic––very hip clothes. Between Sara and Tales 
VM�/VɈTHU�HUK�[OL�NHSSLYPLZ��[OL�JSPLU[LSL�^HZ�L_[YLTLS`�
cool. Sara had found the Craft Caravan store for Joe and 
Margaret B2UVWMLSTHJOLYD. When they were looking for a 
Z[VYL��:HYH�MV\UK�[OLT�VUL�\W�[OL�Z[YLL[�MYVT�2UVIRLYY �̀�
:HYH� ^V\SK� I\`� MYVT� [OLT�� (MYPJHU� Z[\Ɉ�� :V� 0� Z[HY[LK�
^VYRPUN�MVY�[OLT��;OLU�ZVTLIVK`�[OH[�^HZ�^VYRPUN�MVY�
Sara stopped working for her, and she said, “Would you 
SPRL�[V�̂ VYR�MVY�TL&¹�0�ZHPK��̧ (IZVS\[LS �̀¹�:V�0�SLM[�1VL�HUK�
4HYNHYL[��TV]LK�V]LY� [V�2UVIRLYY �̀� HUK� 0� Z[H`LK�^P[O�
:HYH�MVY�HIV\[�TH`IL�Ä]L��ZP_�`LHYZ��\U[PS�HY[�Z[\Ɉ�Z[HY[LK�
OHWWLUPUN�HUK�0�KPKU»[�ULLK�[V�̂ VYR��)\[�0�̂ VYRLK�MVY�OLY�
in her SoHo store, and that was amazing.

:2!� >HZ�[OL�Z[VYL�KPɈLYLU[�^OLU�P[�TV]LK&

2;!� ,HJO�PUJHYUH[PVU�VM�P[�^HZ�H�SP[[SL�IP[�KPɈLYLU[��:HYH�
knew how to do display, so she would gear the display 
[V�[OL�ZOHWL�VM�[OL�ZWHJL��;OL�:V/V�Z[VYL�^HZ�H�ZX\HYL��
UV�PUKLU[H[PVUZ��]LY`�IVYPUN��ZV�ZOL�ZL[�[OL�Z[VYL�\W�SPRL�
H�NHSSLY �̀�0[�^HZ�PU�H�NHSSLY`�ULPNOIVYOVVK�HUK�OLY�Z[VYL�
was like a gallery. Again, the clientele was amazing. The 
high African American culture was a lot of the clientele, 
I\[�HSZV�H�SV[�VM�HY[PZ[Z��
� ;OPZ�PZ�T`�MH]VYP[L�Z[VY`�VM�^VYRPUN�H[�:HYH»Z!�0�^HZ�
ILOPUK� [OL� JV\U[LY� W\[aPUN� HYV\UK�� HUK� [OPZ� ]LY`� J\[L�
N\`�^HSRZ�PU�^P[O�HU�(MNOHU�OH[�HUK�H�IPN�(MNOHU�JVH[�
HUK�H�IHN��>L�Z[HY[�[HSRPUN��0�ZHPK��¸0� SPRL�`V\Y�OH[�¹�/L�
ZHPK��̧ 0�SPRL�HSS�[OPZ�Z[\Ɉ��@V\�̂ HU[�[V�ZLL�̂ OH[�0»T�̂ VYRPUN�
VU&¹�/L�VWLUZ�OPZ�IHN�HUK�OL�W\SSZ� [OPZ�JSV[O�V\[�� P[»Z�
SPRL�H� SVUN�JSV[O�ZL^U�^P[O�HSS�KPɈLYLU[�RPUKZ�VM�(MYPJHU�
American hair––every kind of Black hair was sewn into 
[OPZ�JSV[O��0�ZHPK��¸6O��T`�.VK��[OPZ�PZ�PUJYLKPISL��*HU�`V\�
wait one second, I want to get the owner of the store, 
ZOL»Z�NVPUN�[V� SV]L�[OPZ�¹� 0�[VSK�:HYH��¸@V\�ZOV\SK�TLL[�
[OPZ� N\ �̀¹� 0[� ^HZ� +H]PK� /HTTVUZ�� HUK� ^L� HSS� Z[HY[LK�
[HSRPUN��/L�^V\SK�JVTL�PU[V�2UVIRLYY`�HSS�[OL�[PTL��/L»K�
HS^H`Z�I\`� Z[\Ɉ� HUK�THRL� HY[� V\[� VM� P[�� :HYH� HUK�OPT�
ILJHTL�]LY`�JSVZL� MYPLUKZ��5[VaHRL�:OHUNL�ILJHTL�H�
]LY`�NVVK�MYPLUK�VM�:HYH»Z�HUK�[OL�Z[VYL��HUK�HSS�VM� [OL�
women from *VSVYLK�.PYSZ used to come there weekly. 
They were making money and spending it on earrings 
HUK�QL^LSY`�HUK�JSV[OPUN�HUK�IHNZ��1VHUUL�9VIPUZVU�HSZV�
^VYRLK�H[�[OL�Z[VYL��:OL�ILJHTL�VUL�VM�[OL�KPYLJ[VYZ�VM�
the Joyce Theater.
� ;OL� WLVWSL� [OH[� ^VYRLK� H[� 2UVIRLYY`� ^LYL� HSS�
HY[PZ[Z�VY�KHUJLYZ�VY�^YP[LYZ��5VIVK`�[OH[�^VYRLK�[OLYL�
^HZ�UV[�KVPUN�ZVTL[OPUN��:HYH�VUS`�SPRLK�ILPUN�HYV\UK�
JYLH[P]L� WLVWSL�� :OL� KPKU»[� SPRL� ILPUN� HYV\UK� VYKPUHY`�
WLVWSL��ZV�[V�ZWLHR��:OL�^HZ�H�ZUVI��:OL�SV]LK�HY[PZ[Z��
0»]L�UL]LY�TL[�HU`IVK`�[OH[� SV]LK�HY[PZ[Z� SPRL�:HYH�KPK��
She really understood the creative process and what 
P[�LU[HPSZ�� 0� SV]LK�^VYRPUN� [OLYL��ILJH\ZL� PM� 0�OHK� [V�NV�
H^H �̀� 0� Q\Z[� [VSK� OLY�� ¸:HYH�� 0� OH]L� [V� NV�� 0»T� KVPUN� H�
ZOV �̂�0�̂ VU»[�IL�IHJR�MVY�[^V�̂ LLRZ�¹�5V�WYVISLT��;OLYL�
^HZ�HS^H`Z�ZVTLIVK`�PU�[OL�^PUNZ�[OH[�JV\SK�JV]LY�MVY�
TL��:V� P[�^HZ�H�NYLH[� QVI�� 0�KPKU»[�THRL�T\JO�TVUL �̀�
I\[� P[� ^HZ� M\U�� HUK� `V\� KPKU»[� ULLK� H� SV[� VM�TVUL`� PU�
those  days. 
 Thinking of stories, I have one to tell you. Sara 
was in the store cleaning, she was sweeping up and 
displaying, and some woman came in. Sara did not like 
to deal with people unless she knew them. This woman 
JHTL� PU� HUK� ZHPK� [V� :HYH�� ¸>OLYL»Z� [OL� V^ULY&¹� 0»T�
looking at Sara thinking, Uh-oh��:HYH�NVLZ�� ¸/L»Z� YPNO[�
[OLYL�¹�HUK�WVPU[Z�[V�TL��;OL�^VTHU�^HZ�[Y`PUN�[V�ZLSS�
ZVTL[OPUN��HUK�ZOL�ZHPK�ZVTL[OPUN�[V�TL��0�ZHPK��¸0�JHU»[�
VɈLY�`V\�HU`[OPUN�� 0»T�YLHSS`�UV[�[OL�V^ULY�¹�:OL�ZH`Z��
¸>LSS��^OV� PZ� [OL�V^ULY&¹� 0�WVPU[� [V�:HYH��;OPZ�^VTHU�
^HZ�SPRL��¸>OH[&¹�HUK�ZOL�^HSRLK�V\[��-PYZ[�[PTL�0�L]LY�
ZH^�HU`[OPUN�SPRL�[OH[��:HYH�ZHPK��¸6O��0»T�UV[�ZOVJRLK��
0� KLHS� ^P[O� YHJPZT� L]LY`� KH �̀¹� ;OH[� OHWWLULK� H� SV[��
^OLYL� WLVWSL� JV\SKU»[� PTHNPUL� [OH[� Z\JO� H� ILH\[PM\S�
ZOVW�^HZ�V^ULK�I`�H�)SHJR�WLYZVU��)LJH\ZL�[OL�ZOVW�
^HZ� NVYNLV\Z�� 0[� ^HZ� ZLYPV\ZS`� H� ILH\[PM\S� Z[VYL�� :HYH�
changed it every week: a Chinese theme, Indian theme, 
L]LY`�^LLR�ZOL�^V\SK�KV�H�KPɈLYLU[�SVVR�

SK: Did you see more of that kind of thing happen 
[V�:HYH&�:OL�YLHK�TL�ZVTL[OPUN�HIV\[�[OPUNZ�SPRL�[OH[�
happening to her on an institutional level––her not getting 
credit or getting written out of her own story.

KEN TISA

Ken Tisa is an artist who currently lives in New York. 
He is Professor Emeritus in the Painting Department at 
Maryland Institute College of Art in Baltimore.

2LU�;PZH!�� 0U�[OL�� ��Z�HUK�»��Z��5L^�@VYR�̂ HZ�
VUL�VM�[OL�TVZ[�L_[YHVYKPUHY`�WSHJLZ�[OL�^VYSK�OHZ�L]LY�
seen. The only thing I could compare it to, and only from 
T`� YLHKPUN�OPZ[VY �̀� PZ�TH`IL�)LYSPU�K\YPUN� [OL�>LPTHY�
9LW\ISPJ�� 0[� ^HZ� ^PSK�� 5L^� @VYR� ^HZ� ^PSK�� ,]LY`[OPUN�
was new. New ideas were coming from all over. Because 
it was so cheap, artists from all over the world were 
JVTPUN� [V�5L^�@VYR�HUK� SP]PUN� YLHSS`� JVTMVY[HISL� SP]LZ�
VU�ÄM[`�KVSSHYZ�H�^LLR��,]LU�[OLU��^L�RUL^�P[�^HZ�JOLHW��
0U�HU`�JHZL��0�^HZ�VU�:[��4HYR»Z��^OPJO�H[�[OH[�WVPU[�^HZ�
like the Fifth Avenue of the cool and the hip. It was where 
`V\�^LU[��0�YLTLTILY�:HYH�OHK�H�ZOVW�HUK�0�YLTLTILY�
looking in the window and seeing all these kurtas in the 
^PUKV �̂� ;OLYL� ^HZ� VUL� [OH[� ^HZ� ZV� ILH\[PM\S¶¶P[� ^HZ�
red with little tie-dyed things all over it, and it just called 
my name.

:]L[SHUH�2P[[V!� (�R\Y[H�PZ�H�TLU»Z�ZOPY[��YPNO[&

2;!� @LHO��H[�[OH[�[PTL�MYVT�0UKPH�VY�7HRPZ[HU��:HYH»Z�̂ HZ�
the only store in New York that carried ethnic clothing, 
HUK�P[�^HZ�[OL�ÄYZ[�[PTL�0�L]LY�ZH^�0UKPHU�JSV[OPUN�MVY�ZHSL�
VɈ�[OL�YHJR�� 0� Q\Z[� MLSS� PU� SV]L�^P[O� [OPZ�ZOPY[��HUK� P[�^HZ�
ÄM[LLU�KVSSHYZ��^OPJO�^HZ�H�O\NL�HTV\U[�VM�TVUL`�MVY�
TL��ZPUJL�0�^HZ�WH`PUN�ÄM[`�KVSSHYZ�H�TVU[O�PU�YLU[��0�OHK�
[V�OH]L� P[��>L�KPKU»[�OH]L�JYLKP[�JHYKZ��ZV� 0�W\[�H�Ä]L�
KVSSHY�KLWVZP[�KV^U�HUK�JHTL�IHJR�[OL�UL_[�^LLR�
 When I put the deposit down, the woman who was 
^VYRPUN�[OLYL�^HZU»[�:HYH��HUK�^OLU�0�JHTL�IHJR��P[�^HZ�
:HYH��:V�0�HZRLK��¸+V�`V\�RUV^�^OV�V^UZ�[OPZ�Z[VYL&¹�
(UK� ZOL� ZHPK�� ¸0� KV�¹� 0� ZHPK�� ¸>LSS�� P[»Z� ZV� ILH\[PM\S�¹�
She had all kinds of African art, African cloth, Indian 
LTIYVPKLY �̀�0[�^HZ�SPRL�ILPUN�PU�OLH]LU�MVY�TL��ILJH\ZL�
P[�^HZ�HSS� [OL�Z[\Ɉ� 0� SV]LK�HUK�OHK�VUS`�ZLLU� PU�IVVRZ��
,]LY`[OPUN� ^HZ� ]LY`� HɈVYKHISL�� >OLU� 0� ^HZ� PU� [OLYL��
HSS�[OLZL�YLHSS`�JVVS�WLVWSL�^V\SK�JVTL�PU��>L�ILJHTL�
MYPLUKS �̀� 0� ^V\SK� NV� IHJR� L]LY`� ^LLR�� HUK� :HYH� HUK� 0�
would talk. She loved art and artists. I was in there once 
^OLU�1PTP�/LUKYP_�JHTL�PU��0�HSTVZ[�WPZZLK�T`�WHU[Z�
 After I started working in that store, many years 
SH[LY�� 0� ZH^� L]LY`IVK`� V]LY� [OL� `LHYZ�� 4PSLZ� +H]PZ��
Ornette Coleman, every jazz musician that ever lived in 
New York was in that store. Sara was a focal point for the 
Black avant-garde. That was their store. That was their 
WSHJL��;OLU�ZOL�NV[�KPZJV]LYLK�I`�[OL�MHZOPVU�̂ VYSK��HUK�
HSS� [OLZL�IPN�KLZPNULYZ¶¶@]LZ�:HPU[� 3H\YLU[� HUK�7PLYYL�
Cardin––would always come into her store and get ideas. 
@V\»K�I\`�*OPULZL�YVILZ��HSS� [OLZL�KPɈLYLU[�YVILZ��HUK�
`V\»K�ZLL�[OLT�VU�[OL�Y\U^H`�[OL�UL_[�`LHY��0[�^HZ�ÄUL��
;OL`�^LYL�PUZWPYLK��)\[�0»T�Q\TWPUN�[OL�N\U��SL[�TL�NL[�
IHJR�[V�T`�ÄYZ[�LU[YHUJL�
� :V�HM[LY� 0�IV\NO[�[OPZ�R\Y[H�� 0�RLW[�NVPUN�IHJR�[V�
[OL� Z[VYL�� ;OL� ]PIL�^HZ� YLHSS`� NYLH[� HUK� [OL� WLVWSL� PU�
[OLYL�^LYL�NVYNLV\Z��0»]L�UL]LY�ZLLU�ZV�THU`�ILH\[PM\S�

people in my life as I did in and out of that store. Then 
ZOL�TV]LK� OLY� Z[VYL� [V� :P_[O� :[YLL[�� H� ZTHSSLY� ZWHJL��
I\[� P[�^HZ�HSZV�H�ILH\[PM\S�ZWHJL�HUK�HS^H`Z�WHJRLK�� 0�
would go in there constantly to see things. She would 
OH]L� 5H[P]L� (TLYPJHU� ILHK^VYR�� ZOL»K� OH]L� UV[� Q\Z[�
^LHYHISL�JSV[OLZ�I\[�ZOL»K�OH]L�VIQLJ[Z�HUK�PUJYLKPISL�
jewelry. She also helped support all these people that 
were making things.
 You have to understand that if you were cool 
HUK�OPW��`V\�OHK�[V�OH]L�ZVTL[OPUN� MYVT�:HYH»Z�Z[VYL��
¸>OLYL»K� `V\� NL[� [OH[&¹� ¸6O�� 0� NV[� P[� H[� 2UVIRLYY �̀¹�
¸6O�� 2UVIRLYY �̀¹� 0[� ILJHTL� H� MHZOPVUHISL� WSHJL� [V� IL�
seen and to shop at among very, very cool people. The 
WLVWSL�[OH[�^LU[�[V�:HYH»Z�Z[VYL�^LYL��MVY�TL��[OL�JYuTL�
KL�SH�JYuTL��;OL`�^LYL�[OL�IYHPUZ�ILOPUK�[OL�HY[�^VYSK��
5V[�VUS`�T\ZPJPHUZ��I\[�HY[PZ[Z�KPZJV]LYLK�:HYH��3V\PZL�
5L]LSZVU�� 3V\PZL� )V\YNLVPZ�� [OLZL� PUJYLKPISL� ^VTLU�
HY[PZ[Z�^V\SK�I\`�HSS�[OPZ�MHI\SV\Z�JSV[OPUN�MYVT�OLY��:OL�
ILJHTL�H�WSHJL�MVY�\W�HUK�JVTPUN�`V\UN�MLTHSL�HY[PZ[Z�
[V�I\`�JSV[OLZ�H[��L[OUPJ�JSV[OLZ��^OPJO�ILJHTL�]LY`�OPW�
during the period.

:2!� +PK�`V\�RUV^�VM�HU`VUL�LSZL�KVPUN�[OH[�ILMVYL�OLY�
in New York?

2;!� 5V�� UVIVK`� KPK�� :OL� ^HZ� [OL� ÄYZ[�� ;OLYL� ^LYL�
other dealers in ethnographic art, like Trudy Seligman, 
^OV�OHK�HU�L[OUPJ�HU[PX\L�Z[VYL�[OH[�^HZ�[OL�YP]HS�VM�HU`�
fantasy shop in the world. She had things that no one 
JV\SK�WVZZPIS`�OH]L��:OL�OHK�^LPYK�� SPRL� YLHSS`�^LPYK¶¶
ZOY\URLU� OLHKZ¶¶YLHSS`� NYLH[� Z[\Ɉ�� ;OL`� RUL^� LHJO�
V[OLY��VM�JV\YZL��;OL`�^V\SK�IHJR�HUK�MVY[O�I\ �̀

:2!� >OH[�^HZ�KPɈLYLU[�HIV\[�^OH[�:HYH�^HZ�KVPUN&

KT: Sara was doing mainly clothing. She was doing 
[L_[PSLZ�HUK�JSV[OPUN�

SK: Did she design the clothing or was it 
mostly imported?

2;!� :OL� Z[HY[LK� I`� PTWVY[PUN� L]LY`[OPUN�� I\[� [OLU�
ZOL� ILNHU� THRPUN� JSV[OLZ�� :OL� Z[HY[LK� THRPUN� [OLZL�
PUJYLKPISL� HZZLTISHNLZ� VM� IP[Z� HUK� WPLJLZ� VM� L[OUPJ�
[L_[PSLZ�� SPRL� WH[JO^VYR�� :OL� ILJHTL� MHTV\Z� MVY� OLY�
IHNZ�� ,]LY`IVK`� ^HU[LK� H� :HYH� IHN�� ,]LY`[OPUN� ^HZ�
OHUKTHKL�� :OL� ^HZ� H� NVVK� ZL^LY�� I\[� ZOL� ^HZU»[� H�
WLYMLJ[� ZL^LY�� ZV� [OLYL� ^LYL� HS^H`Z� [OPUNZ� H� SP[[SL� VɈ��
^OPJO�THKL�OLY�IHNZ�HY[�HZ�MHY�HZ�0�^HZ�JVUJLYULK��;OL`�
^LYLU»[�WLYMLJ[�

SK: She also had people working for her who 
sewed, right?

2;!� @LHO��I\[�ZOL�KPK�TVZ[�VM�[OL�ZL^PUN�OLYZLSM��:OL�
had the clothing of other people that also worked with 
L[OUPJ� [L_[PSLZ� ^OV� ^LYL� WYVIHIS`� TVYL� L_HJ[� PU� [OLPY�
sewing than she was. She worked with a woman named 
-\TP�:JOTPK[��-\TP� �^OV�T\Z[�IL�UPUL[`�I`�UV^��^HZ�
very much involved with Sara. And Sara always had men. 
:OL�SPRLK�TLU��I\[�ZOL�OHK�YLHSS`�IHK�[HZ[L�[OLYL�

:2!� >OH[�HIV\[�>VSM�2HOU&

KT: Wolf was one of her good-taste lovers. 
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SK: Was she friends with the people at Artists Space?

2;!� 0�KVU»[�[OPUR�ZV��([�[OH[�WVPU[��ZOL�^HZ�VSKLY�HUK�
^PUKPUN�KV^U�H�IP[��;OL�Z[VYL�^HZ�ZTHSS��P[�^HZ�WHJRLK��
P[�^HZ�ILH\[PM\S��I\[�P[�^HZU»[�[OL�ZHTL��5L^�@VYR�^HZU»[�
the same.

:2!� >OH[�`LHY�HYL�^L�[HSRPUN�HIV\[�YPNO[�UV^&

KT: 1999. So then there was an interim where she had 
a tiny store right near Cooper Union, which she shared 
with Fumi. It was mostly clothing. Fumi had a rack, she 
had a rack and then a couple of showcases. She still 
OHK� OLY� MVSSV^LYZ�� I\[� P[� UL]LY� HJOPL]LK� [OL� MHTL� [OH[�
ZOL�OHK�PU�[OL�»��Z�HUK�»��Z��^OLU�ZOL�^HZ�[OL�JLU[LY�
of the group of Black intellectuals that revolved around 
OLY�ZOVW��:HYH»Z�^HZ�UV[�VUS`�H�WSHJL�[V�ZOVW� PU�I\[�H�
place to hang out in and share ideas. She would put 
WLVWSL»Z� WVZ[LYZ� \W� HUK� WYVTV[L� KPɈLYLU[� HY[� L]LU[Z��
0[»Z�OHYK� [V�KLZJYPIL��ILJH\ZL� [OLYL»Z�UV[OPUN� SPRL� P[¶¶H��
commercial space that was also a cultural space. It was 
a very special place for people. Sara and I had a really, 
really special relationship. Sara loved me, I loved Sara. 
She could do no wrong, I could do no wrong. For me,  
it was perfection.

:2!� 0[»Z�UV[�JVTWSPJH[LK�MVY�`V\�[V�[HSR�HIV\[�OLY�

KT: No.

:2!� >HZ�ZOL�JYHUR`�^OLU�`V\�ÄYZ[�TL[�OLY&

KT: Never. She was the nicest person in the world.

:2!� ;V�V[OLY�WLVWSL�ILZPKLZ�`V\��0�TLHU�

2;!� 5V�� ZOL� ^HZ� HS^H`Z� PUJYLKPIS`� UPJL� [V� WLVWSL�� 
:OL�KPKU»[�[HRL�ZOP[��[OH[»Z�[OL�VUL�[OPUN�ZOL�KPK�UV[�[HRL��
If you made a racist remark, that was it, you were out.

:2!� +V� `V\� OH]L� HU`� L_HTWSLZ� VM� [OH[�� OLY� UV[�
taking shit?

2;!� 0»]L�ZLLU�OLY�[OYV^�WLVWSL�V\[�VM�[OL�Z[VYL��Q\Z[�[LSS�
[OLT��¸.L[�V\[�¹

SK: People that made racist remarks?

2;!� 5V[�L]LU�YHJPZ[�YLTHYRZ��I\[�TH`IL�[OL`�KPKU»[�SPRL�
ZVTL[OPUN� VY� ZHPK� ZVTL[OPUN� ZUHYR`� HIV\[� ZVTL[OPUN�
HUK�ZOL�KPKU»[�SPRL�P[��¸.L[�V\[��0�KVU»[�ULLK�`V\Y�TVUL �̀¹�
:OL�VUJL�NYHIILK�ZVTL[OPUN�V\[�VM�H�^VTHU»Z�OHUK¶¶
ZOL�^HZ�NVPUN� [V�I\`� [OPZ� ]LY`� L_WLUZP]L� JVH[�� P[�^HZ�
SPRL�Ä]L�O\UKYLK�KVSSHYZ�� [OH[�^HZ�H� SV[�VM�TVUL`�[OLU��
:OL�Q\Z[�[VVR�[OL�JVH[�HUK�ZHPK��¸0»T�ZVYY �̀�0»T�UV[�ZLSSPUN�
[OPZ� [V� `V\�¹� ;OL� ^VTHU� ZHPK�� ¸>OH[� KV� `V\� TLHU&¹�
:OL�ZHPK��¸0»T�UV[�ZLSSPUN�P[�[V�`V\��0[»Z�UV[�MVY�ZHSL�¹�;OL�
woman was one of these uptown privileged white ladies, 
and having a Black woman do that to her, I could see this 
SVVR�VM�\[[LY�ISHURULZZ��3PRL�[OPZ�JV\SK�UV[�IL�WVZZPISL�

:2!� +V�`V\�YLTLTILY�^O`�ZOL�KPK�[OH[&

KT: It was something the woman said, she thought 
ZOL�^HZ�ILPUN�JVVS�HUK�ZOL�THKL�ZVTL�RPUK�VM�YLTHYR��

0[�T\Z[�OH]L�OHK�H�YHJPHS�V]LY[VUL��ILJH\ZL�:HYH�KPKU»[�
\Z\HSS`�NL[� [OH[�ILU[�V\[�VM�ZOHWL�\USLZZ� P[�^HZ� YHJPHS��
0� KV� YLTLTILY� OLY� MVSSV^PUN� ZVTL�^VTHU� HYV\UK� [OL�
Z[VYL�^P[O�H�WPLJL�VM�PUJLUZL�ILJH\ZL�ZOL�KPKU»[�SPRL�[OL�
^H`�[OL�^VTHU�ZTLSSLK��0�OHK�[V�NV�PU[V�[OL�IHJR�YVVT�
ILJH\ZL�0�JV\SKU»[�Z[VW�SH\NOPUN��;OPZ�^VTHU�^HZ�[Y`PUN�
on clothes and I had to take Sara aside and say, “Sara, 
0»SS�OHUKSL�[OPZ��1\Z[�NP]L�TL�[OL�PUJLUZL�¹�¸5VWL��0�OH]L�
[V�THRL�Z\YL�[OH[�^VTHU�KVLZU»[�Z[PUR�\W�T`�Z[VYL�¹�

SK: The last thing I want to know is if you could talk 
HIV\[�OV^�ZOL�PUÅ\LUJLK�`V\�

2;!� ;OH[»Z�H�NVVK�X\LZ[PVU��ILJH\ZL�ZOL�KPK�PUÅ\LUJL�
TL��0»SS�IL�MVYL]LY�PUKLI[LK�[V�:HYH�MVY�THU`�[OPUNZ��VUL�
VM�[OLT�ILPUN�̂ OH[�0�SLHYULK�MYVT�OLY��0�JVUZPKLY�:HYH�VUL�
VM�T`� [LHJOLYZ�� MYVT� [OL�]LY �̀� ]LY`�ILNPUUPUN�� [OL�ÄYZ[�
moment I walked into her shop. At the time I was young, 
in my twenties, and had decided that painting was too 
IV\YNLVPZ��[OH[�P[�̂ HZ�LSP[PZ[��ZVTL�LHYS`�[^LU[PLZ�WVSP[PJHS�
I\SSZOP[��0�KLJPKLK�[OH[�0�^V\SK�VUS`�ZL^�T`�WHPU[PUNZ��0�
would only use things that I found on the street and I 
^V\SKU»[�I\`�HY[�Z\WWSPLZ��6M�JV\YZL�� [OH[�^HZ�I\SSZOP[��
ILJH\ZL�0�^HZ�I\`PUN�[OYLHK�HUK�ZJPZZVYZ��)\[�0�OHK�[OPZ�
political agenda.
� >OLU�0�Z[HY[LK�^VYRPUN�MVY�:HYH��0�ILNHU�[V�SLHYU�
HIV\[� HSS� [OLZL� KPɈLYLU[� J\S[\YLZ� HUK� KPɈLYLU[� [L_[PSLZ�
HUK� ^OH[� [OL`� TLHU[�� HUK� OV^� [L_[PSL� ^LH]PUN� JV\SK�
form as much of a narrative as a painting. You could tell 
Z[VYPLZ�[OYV\NO�THRPUN�H�X\PS[��(Y[�^HZ�UV[�Q\Z[�H�WPLJL�
VM�JHU]HZ�Z[YL[JOLK�VU�H�^VVKLU�Z[YL[JOLY��HY[�JV\SK�IL�
^VYU�� P[�JV\SK�IL�Z[YVUN�� P[�JV\SK�IL�ZL^U��>VYRPUN�MVY�
:HYH�HUK�SLHYUPUN�MYVT�OLY�HIV\[�[OL�WVZZPIPSP[PLZ�VM�̂ OH[�
HY[�JV\SK�IL�^HZ�H�THQVY�JOHUNL�PU�T`�SPML�
 First of all, I had only male teachers, and if I had 
a gay teacher, I never knew it, so I never had a teacher 
in art school that was where my head was. I was very 
PU[LYLZ[LK� PU�^VTLU»Z�^VYR�HUK�[OL� PKLHZ�[OH[�^VTLU��
^VTLU�^OV�^LYL� HY[PZ[Z� I\[� JV\SKU»[� NV� [V� HY[� ZJOVVS�
HUK� JV\SKU»[� IL� HY[PZ[Z�� L_WYLZZLK� PU� [OLPY� HY[�� (Y[PZ[Z�
^OV�KPKU»[�RUV^�[OL`�^LYL�HY[PZ[Z��;OH[»Z�^O`�NVPUN�PU[V�
:HYH»Z�ZOVW�MVY�[OL�ÄYZ[�[PTL�ISL^�T`�TPUK��0�ZH^�[OPUNZ�
PU�[OLYL�[OH[�`V\�JV\SK�^LHY�[OH[�^LYL�HZ�ILH\[PM\S�HZ�HU`�
painting at the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Sara would 
show me all these cloths from Indonesia, from India, from 
*OPUH¶¶[OL� LTIYVPKLYPLZ�� [OL� ILHK^VYR�� :[\Ɉ� MYVT� HSS�
V]LY�[OL�^VYSK�[OH[�^HZ�HY[��0�^HZ�HISL�[V�[YHUZSH[L�HUK�
PU[LYWYL[�� 0� [OPUR� [OH[� UV^HKH`Z� 0� WYVIHIS`�^V\SK� IL� H�
SP[[SL�TVYL�JVUZJPV\Z�VM�J\S[\YHS�HWWYVWYPH[PVU��0�̂ HZU»[�ZV�
T\JO�PU�[OVZL�KH`Z��0�^HZ�IVYYV^PUN�SLM[�HUK�YPNO[�MYVT�
L]LY`�J\S[\YL� 0�JHTL�HJYVZZ��)\[� P[»Z�^OH[� PUMVYTLK�T`�
work and to this day it informs my work. Sara was one of 
my greatest teachers.

KT: There was a lot. Sara was the only Black person 
in SoHo practically, her and Jackie Lewis from Grand 
/V[LS�;HSLZ� VM� /VɈTHU�� ;OLYL� ^LYL� ]LY`� ML^� )SHJR�
people involved in commerce in terms of owning stores 
in really hip areas like SoHo and the East Village or West 
=PSSHNL��@V\�JV\SK�JV\U[� [OL�U\TILY�VM�WLVWSL�VU�VUL�
hand, and they all knew each other. Luckily, we were in 
:V/V�HUK�^L�^LYL� Z\YYV\UKLK�I`� HY[PZ[Z�� ZV� `V\� ZH^�
YHJPZT�I\[�`V\�KPKU»[� ZLL� P[�HZ�L_[YLTL�HZ� PM� `V\�^LYL�
PU�HUV[OLY�I\ZPULZZ��SPRL�PM�ZOL�OHK�H�JSV[OPUN�Z[VYL�PU�H�
mall or something. It was shocking when you did see it 
ILJH\ZL�P[�̂ HZ�ZV�\UL_WLJ[LK��:HYH�̂ HZ�]LY`�JVUZJPV\Z��
ZOL�^HZ�]LY`�WVSP[PJHS��L_[YLTLS`�WVSP[PJHS�

SK: In what way?

KT: She was involved with the Black political 
TV]LTLU[Z� VM� [OL� [PTL�� 4LTILYZ� VM� [OL� )SHJR�
intelligentsia would meet in her store as if it were a café 
VY� H� JVɈLL� ZOVW�� (U`[PTL� `V\� ^HSRLK� PU[V� [OH[� Z[VYL��
[OLYL�̂ HZ�HS^H`Z�ZVTLIVK`�PU�[OLYL�[OH[�̂ HZ�ZVTLIVK �̀

SK: Right.

KT: The store was never ever empty. People would 
come in and hang out and chat and have conversations. 
;OLYL� ^V\SK� IL� (MYPJHU� Z[VVSZ�� HUK� WLVWSL� ^V\SK� Q\Z[�
plunk themselves down on pillows. It was like a salon.  
0�SV]LK�NVPUN�[V�̂ VYR�ILJH\ZL�L]LY`�KH`�P[�̂ HZ�ZVTLIVK`�
new that I would meet. All kinds of people. It was on the 
map for hip Europeans when they came to New York. It 
^HZ�VUL�VM�[OL�WSHJLZ�`V\�^LU[�[V��:V�IL[^LLU�HSS� [OL�
Europeans, the African American artists and musicians, 
and American artists and musicians––white ones––it 
^HZ� H� YLHS� WV[WV\YYP� VM� IYPSSPHU[� TPUKZ� I\`PUN� [OLZL�
JVVS�[OPUNZ��;OLU�VM�JV\YZL�[OL�MHZOPVU�HZWLJ[�^HZ�IPN��
ILJH\ZL�:HYH�OHK�H�SV[�VM�JSPLU[LSL�PU�[OL�MHZOPVU�^VYSK��
:OL�L]LU�OHK�H�MHZOPVU�ZOV^�PU�[OL�Z[VYL�� 0�YLTLTILY��
(UKYt�3LVU�;HSSL �̀�OL�^HZ�H�NVVK�MYPLUK�VM�:HYH»Z��(NHPU��
0�KPKU»[�RUV^�^OV�HU`�VM�[OLZL�WLVWSL�^LYL�H[�[OL�[PTL��
ZV�0�^HZU»[�PU�[OL�SLHZ[�IP[�PTWYLZZLK��;HSSL`�\ZLK�[V�IYPUN�
H�SV[�VM�WLVWSL�PU��-VY�VUL�MHZOPVU�ZOV �̂�ILMVYL�0�RUL^�
^OV�OL�^HZ��OL�JHTL�SH[L�HUK�0�ZHPK��¸0»T�ZVYY �̀�[OLYL»Z�
UV�YVVT�¹�/L�NV[�HSS�O\Ɉ �̀�HUK�:HYH�JHTL�PU�HUK�ZHPK��
¸-PUK� YVVT�¹� 0� YLHSPaLK� OL�^HZ� ZVTLIVK`� 0� IL[[LY� ÄUK�
YVVT� MVY�� 0� [OPUR� OL� IYV\NO[� @]LZ� :HPU[� 3H\YLU[� HUK� H�
JV\WSL�VM�V[OLY�YLHSS`�IPN�MHZOPVU�WLVWSL��HUK�[OL`�^V\SK�
I\`� JSV[OLZ� MYVT� :HYH� MVY� PKLHZ� MVY� [OLPY� JVSSLJ[PVUZ�� 
-VY� H� ^OPSL�� L[OUVNYHWOPJ� JSV[OPUN� ^HZ� L_[YLTLS`� OPW�� 
It was in =VN\L, it was cool to wear Indian cholis. 

:2!� ;OL�[VW�^VYU�ILULH[O�H�ZHYP&

2;!� @LZ��*OVSPZ�ILJHTL�H�T\Z[�OH]L� P[LT� MVY�HSS� [OL�
models, so we were selling those like hotcakes. Each 
VUL� ^HZ� OHUKTHKL!� OHUK�ZL^U�� OHUK�LTIYVPKLYLK�� 
;OL�OHUK^VYR�VU�HSS�[OPZ�Z[\Ɉ�^HZ�PUJYLKPISL�

:2!� (YL�`V\�ZH`PUN�Z[\Ɉ� [OH[�:HYH�THKL�VY�Z[\Ɉ� [OH[�
ZOL�NV[��VY�IV[O&

2;!� :[\Ɉ� [OH[� ZOL� NV[� HUK� HSZV� Z[\Ɉ� [OH[� ZOL�THKL��
Sara would make her things out of scraps. If she got a 
JOVSP�HUK�P[�^HZ�YPWWLK��SPRL�HU�HU[PX\L��ZOL»K�J\[�P[�\W��
0�JHU»[�ILSPL]L�P[�UV^�^OLU�0�SVVR�IHJR��HSS�[OH[�JSV[O�ZOL�

J\[�\W��)\[�[OLYL�^HZ�ZV�T\JO�VM�P[��^L�KPKU»[�[OPUR�HIV\[�
P[��5V �̂�VM�JV\YZL��`V\�^V\SKU»[�L]LU�JVUZPKLY�J\[[PUN�P[�
\W��ILJH\ZL�P[»Z�HU[PX\L��YHYL��ILH\[PM\S�LTIYVPKLY �̀

:2!� >O`� ^V\SK� `V\� UV[� JVUZPKLY� P[� UV �̂� I\[� `V\� 
would then?

KT: Because I was twenty-three years old then and 
KPKU»[�RUV^�]HS\L�

SK: But she did.

KT: She did, and she was making art, her art. She was 
HISL�[V�KV�[OH[��0�^HZU»[��0�JV\SK�UL]LY�L]LY��0�[YPLK�\ZPUN�
ZVTL�HU[PX\L�JSV[O�PU�VUL�VM�T`�WPLJLZ�HUK�JV\SKU»[�KV�
P[��Q\Z[�JV\SKU»[�KV�P[��0[�^HZ�[VV�ILH\[PM\S�HUK�P[�[VVR�V]LY�
T`�]PZ\HS�ZWHJL��0[�ILJHTL�HIV\[�[OH[��)\[�:HYH�̂ HZ�HISL�
[V�JVTIPUL�KLZPNUZ�HUK�WH[[LYUZ�MYVT�HJYVZZ�J\S[\YLZ��0U�
VUL�IHN��ZOL»K�OH]L�1HWHULZL��*OPULZL��(MYPJHU��0UKPHU��
HUK�3H[PU�(TLYPJHU�MHIYPJ��;OH[»Z�^O`�OLY�IHNZ�HUK�OLY�
QHJRL[Z�^LYL�ZV�ILH\[PM\S�HUK�ZV�PUJYLKPISL��:OL�JV\SKU»[�
RLLW�[OLT�PU�[OL�Z[VYL��;OL`�^LYLU»[�JOLHW��OLY�QHJRL[Z�
ZVSK�MVY�HIV\[�[^V�O\UKYLK�KVSSHYZ��^OPJO�PU�[OVZL�KH`Z�
^HZ�H�SV[�VM�TVUL �̀�)\[�L]LY`IVK`�OHK�[V�OH]L�VUL��:OL�
ILJHTL�[OL�¸P[¹�WSHJL�MVY�H�^OPSL��:OL�^HZ�HS^H`Z�[OPZ�
V[OLY�WSHJL�MVY�T\ZPJPHUZ�HUK�HY[PZ[Z��I\[�VM�JV\YZL�[OL`�
KPKU»[�OH]L�[OL�RPUK�VM�TVUL`�[OH[�[OL�MHZOPVU�^VYSK�OHK�
� >PSSP� :TP[O� ^HZ� VUL� VM� [OL� ÄYZ[� )SHJR� MHZOPVU�
KLZPNULYZ� [OH[� ILJHTL� JVYWVYH[L� HUK� IPN�� /PZ� ZPZ[LY�
;V\RPL�ILJHTL�VUL�VM�[OL�ÄYZ[�)SHJR�TVKLSZ�[V�IL�VU�[OL�
cover of =VN\L�� 0� [OPUR�ZOL�OHK�HU�HɈHPY�^P[O�[OL�HJ[VY�
9VILY[� +L�5PYV�� :HYH�^HZ� NVVK� MYPLUKZ�^P[O�+L�5PYV»Z�
father. His father was an artist, and gay. Sara was a 
[LYYPISL�I\ZPULZZ^VTHU�

:2!� 0�^HZ�NVPUN�[V�ZH �̀�^OH[�HIV\[�HSS�[OPZ�TVUL`�[OH[�
she was making?

KT: She made so much money, and she gave it all 
away, essentially. If you needed money, you just went to 
:HYH��:HYH�^HZ�[OL�TVZ[�NLULYV\Z�WLYZVU�0»]L�L]LY�TL[�
PU�T`�SPML��;OH[»Z�VUL�VM�[OL�YLHZVUZ�0�JVTTP[[LK�[V�[HRPUN�
JHYL�VM�OLY�PU�OLY�SHZ[�`LHYZ��ILJH\ZL�ZOL�OHK�NP]LU�[V�ZV�
THU`�WLVWSL�HUK�ZOL�OLSWLK�L]LY`IVK �̀�
 She got fed up with New York at one point and 
decided to move to California. She opened a store 
PU� 7HZHKLUH�� I\[� [OL`� ^LYLU»[� YLHK`� MVY� 2UVIRLYY`� PU�
Pasadena, had no idea what they were looking at. It was 
the wrong place, it was the wrong group of people. So 
ZOL�JHTL�IHJR�[V�5L^�@VYR�HUK�MV\UK�H�Z[VYL�PU�;YP)L*H�
HUK�ZOL�THKL�HU�HWHY[TLU[�PU�[OL�IHJR�VM�[OL�Z[VYL��0[�
^HZ�ZVY[�VM�PSSLNHS��I\[�ZOL�KPK�P[��;OH[�^HZ�H�YLHSS`�ULH[�
Z[VYL��I\[�[OL�WYVISLT�^HZ�[OH[�[OLYL�^HZ�UV�MVV[�[YHɉJ��
At that time, TriBeCa was the netherworld. There was 
UV[OPUN� [OLYL��(�JV\WSL� YLZ[H\YHU[Z��I\[� [OLYL�^LYL�UV�
stores, no galleries. A lot of artists lived in lofts there, 
I\[� UV[� LUV\NO� [V�THRL� [OL� Z[VYL� H� Z\JJLZZ��:OL�KPK�
okay,  though.

SK: Was the rent cheap?

2;!� @LHO��[OL�YLU[�^HZ�JOLHW��:OL�Z\Y]P]LK��0[�^HZU»[�
SPRL�[OL�VSK�2UVIRLYY �̀�I\[�(Y[PZ[Z�:WHJL�^HZ�UL_[�KVVY��
so there were artists.
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:2!� >O`�^V\SKU»[�ZOL�OH]L�KVUL�[OH[�VU�OLY�V^U&

+/!� ;OH[»Z�:HYH�

SK: She was friends with Ornette, right?

+/!� 4T�OTT��0�\ZLK�[V�[HRL�JSV[OLZ�V]LY�[V�2UVIRLYY`�
H�SV[�[V�OH]L�[OLT�HS[LYLK��0M�0�IV\NO[�H�QHJRL[�VY�ZVTL[OPUN�
and I wanted another pocket in it, I would take it over 
there and she would make a pocket or do my pants.

SK: Right. I know it was very much a hangout place as 
^LSS��;OLYL�^HZ�I\ZPULZZ�ILPUN�KVUL��I\[� P[�^HZ�HSZV�H�
place to socialize.

+/!� ,_J\ZL� TL�� [OLYL� ^HZ� UV� I\ZPULZZ� ILPUN� KVUL��
>OLU�ZVTLIVK`�^HU[LK� [V�I\`� ZVTL[OPUN�� ZOL�^V\SK�
Y\U�[V�[OL�IHJRYVVT��;OH[»Z�^O`�ZOL�OHK�[V�OH]L�[OLZL�
other people selling the products.

SK: Why did she do that?

DH: Ask Sara.

SK: I wish I could.

+/!� :OL� ^HZU»[� HIV\[� [OL� I\ZPULZZ�� :OL� ^HZ� UV[� H�
I\ZPULZZ^VTHU��4VZ[�WLVWSL�JHTL�PU�[OLYL�ILJH\ZL� P[�
was a museum. 

SK: Right.

DH: She was an artist and hippie, and these kinds of 
[OPUNZ�[LYYPÄLK�TVZ[�HY[PZ[Z��;OL`�KVU»[�RUV^�OV^�[V�ZLSS�
their products, so they have to have someone else to do 
P[��;OH[»Z�^OV�ZOL�^HZ�

:2!� 9PNO[��)\[�ZOL�KPK�ZLSS�Z[\Ɉ�HUK�[OLYL�^HZ�ZVTL·

+/!� 0[�^HZU»[�LUV\NO�[OV\NO�[V�WH`�[OL�YLU[��:OL�^HZ�
an artist, she was a seamstress. Creativity. 

:2!� /LY� WOPSVZVWO`� ILOPUK� 2UVIRLYY`� PZ� H� YLHSS`�
PU[LYLZ[PUN�[OPUN�[OH[�0»]L�OLHYK�HIV\[��OLY�^VYSK]PL �̂

+/!� 0�JHTL�PU�SH[L�JVTWHYLK�[V�+HUU`�HUK�2LU�B;PZHD�
and all those people. I came in around the edges, 
ILJH\ZL�ZOL�^HZ�V]LY� [OLYL�VU�)YVHK^H �̀�:OL�TV]LK�
around a lot. Then she went over to, was it Eighth Street? 

SK: Seventh Street.

DH: Yes. She had a little shop there, and the shops start 
NL[[PUN� ZTHSSLY� HUK�ZTHSSLY��I\[� 0� KVU»[� YLTLTILY�:HYH�
ZLSSPUN�HU`[OPUN�OLYZLSM��:VTLIVK`�LSZL�OHK�[V�KV�P[�

SK: My understanding is that she did love to host.  
She wanted people to come to the store and hang out, 
she loved that.

+/!� 9PNO[��I\[�`V\�KVU»[�THRL�TVUL`�PM�WLVWSL�HYL�Q\Z[�
hanging out. People are afraid to come in when they see 
HSS� [OLZL�)SHJR� MVSRZ�OHUNPUN�V\[�� 0»T�NSHK�ZVTLIVK`»Z�
giving her some attention. My purpose was to get the 
attention to the store.

:2!� 0� OH]LU»[� OLHYK� P[� W\[� [OH[�^H �̀� ;OH[� ZOL�ULLKLK�
help at that point.

+/!� @V\�JHU»[�KV�HU`[OPUN�^P[OV\[�HK]LY[PZLTLU[��0�^HZ�
coming up on the scene and I said, “Let me just go over 
OLYL�HUK�KV�[OPZ�[V�IYPUN�[OL�H[[LU[PVU�¹�

:2!� +PK�P[�OH]L�[OH[�LɈLJ[��KV�`V\�[OPUR&�

DH: It got articles. It was in all the newspapers.  
(UK�[OLU�WLVWSL�TV]LK�VU��)\[�[OH[»Z�^OH[�0�^HZ�KVPUN�

SK: Did you sell the pieces you had?

DH: Some of them. I hope she got money from it, 
ILJH\ZL�[OH[�^HZ�[OL�W\YWVZL��[VV�

:2!� :V� [OL� TVUL`� MVY� [OL� WPLJLZ� ^LU[� IHJR� [V�
the store?

DH: I hope so. After that, people would come in and 
[OL`»K�I\`�[OPUNZ��MVY�H�ZOVY[�WLYPVK�VM�[PTL��)\[�WLVWSL�
used it like it was a museum. She should have charged 
them to come in.

:2!� 0U�HUV[OLY�[PTL�HUK�WSHJL��KV�`V\�[OPUR�P[�^V\SK»]L�
ILLU�H�NHSSLY`&�

+/!� 5V��P[�^V\SK�IL�^OH[�P[�^HZ��;OH[»Z�:HYH��;V�TL��P[»Z�
HSS�HIV\[�[OL�X\HSP[`�VM�[OL�TH[LYPHS��:OL�̂ HZ�HISL�[V�THRL�
these amazing clothes. Looking at the stitches in the 
MHIYPJ¶¶[OVZL�RPUKZ�VM�[OPUNZ�HYL�Q\Z[�THZ[LYM\SS`�KVUL�

:2!� +V� `V\� YLTLTILY� HU`�WHY[PJ\SHY� WPLJLZ� [OH[� `V\�
OHK�VY�ZH^�MVY�[OL�ÄYZ[�[PTL�[OLYL&

DH: So many Africans would come in with things to sell 
OLY�[OH[�ZOL�TPNO[�SPRL��0[�^HZ�ZV�\U\Z\HS��;OLYL�^LYLU»[�
that many stores down there where Black people could 
NV�PU�HUK�MLLS�JVTMVY[HISL��;OH[�^HZ�H�IPN�WHY[�VM�P[�
� )\[�[OVZL�RPUKZ�VM�WSHJLZ�HYLU»[�NVVK�MVY�I\ZPULZZ��
0M�̀ V\»YL�H�I\ZPULZZ��̀ V\�JHU»[�OH]L�WLVWSL�OHUNPUN�V\[��0[�
^HZU»[�H�IHYILYZOVW�

SK: It did get a lot of press, though. Before you 
would have gone in, they were written up in the New 
York Times and 5L^�@VYR�4HNHaPUL and Esquire. They 
would make these cholis, Indian garments, that they 
^V\SK�THU\MHJ[\YL�HUK�ZLUK�V\[��;OL`�^V\SK�IL�\ZLK�PU�
MHZOPVU�ZOVV[Z��)\[�[OL�THYRL[PUN�KPKU»[�JVUULJ[��:OL»Z�
KVPUN�HSS�[OPZ�^VYR��P[»Z�ILPUN�\ZLK��I\[�P[»Z�UV[�^LSS�RUV^U�
enough that it comes from her.

+/!� >LSS�� [OH[»Z� WHY[� VM� [OL� YHJPZT� [OPUN�� (UK� [OLYL»Z�
UV[OPUN� ZOL� JV\SK� KV� HIV\[� P[�� ILJH\ZL� ZOL»Z� UV[� H�
I\ZPULZZ^VTHU�� 9VTHU[PJ�� 0� \ZLK� [V� [LSS� OLY�� ¸>OH[»Z�
SV]L�NV[�[V�KV�^P[O�[OPZ��:HYH&¹�:LSS�[OLZL�KHTU�JSV[OLZ�

SK: Wait. You used to tell her that?

DH: I did. People fall in love with their things and they 
KVU»[�^HU[�[V�ZLSS�[OLT��

:2!� ;OL`�KVU»[�^HU[�WLVWSL�[V�I\`�[OLT�

DAVID HAMMONS

David Hammons is an artist.

Svetlana Kitto: How did you initially come into 
2UVIRLYY`¶¶^OH[»Z�[OL�Z[VY`�[OLYL&

+H]PK�/HTTVUZ!� >LSS��P[�^HZ�HIV\[�[OL�RPUK�VM�JSV[OLZ�
she made. Her clothes were universal. It was amazing 
[V�ZLL� [OL� Q\_[HWVZP[PVU�VM� [OPUNZ� MYVT�KPɈLYLU[�WSHJLZ��
[OL� X\HSP[`� VM� OLY� Z[P[JOPUN�� HUK� [OL� WVL[PJ�ULZZ� PU� [OL�
JSV[OLZ�� (UK� [OLU� ^H[JOPUN� WLVWSL� JVTL� I\`� MYVT�
others, Africans and people from Turkey, who were selling 
[OLPY�[OPUNZ��[OLPY�MHIYPJ��:V�0�^HZ�Q\Z[�KYH^U�[V�[OL�ZWPYP[�
of the store.

SK: I talked to Danny Dawson, who told me that 
`V\� HUK� *OHYSLZ� (IYHTZVU� HUK� ;̀ YVUL�4P[JOLSS� ^V\SK�
NV� HYV\UK�:V/V� HUK� ]PZP[� :HYH»Z� Z[VYL� HUK�V[OLYZ� [OH[�
you liked.

DH: Her store was very tiny. It was like going to a 
candy  store.

SK: Are you thinking of Spring Street when you  
say that? 

DH: Yes. And then people told me she was on  
Ninth Street.

:2!� :OL�^HZ�VU�:[��4HYR»Z�H[�VUL�WVPU[�

+/!� 6RH �̀�;OH[�^HZ�ILMVYL�0�JHTL�[V�5L^�@VYR�PU�[OL�
LHYS`�»��Z�

SK: In terms of going to the store and doing a show 
[OLYL��OV^�KPK�[OH[�JVTL�HIV\[&

DH: We were friends and I wanted to get her some 
UV[VYPL[ �̀�0�ÄN\YLK�PM�0�OHK�H�ZOV^�[OLYL�P[�^V\SK�NP]L�OLY�
ZVTL�W\ISPJP[`� HUK� WLVWSL� JVTPUN� PU[V� [OL� Z[VYL�� ;OH[�
was my purpose. I was trying to use my clout, as they say.

SK: Well, I guess it worked. Because here we are 
[HSRPUN�HIV\[�P[��;OH[»Z�NVVK��/V^�^HZ�P[�^VYRPUN�^P[O�OLY�
on the show? Did she give you free rein? 

DH: Of course. You can see from the show that she 
gave me free rein. I pushed it as far as I could.

SK: What do you mean?

DH: Using as much space as I could to do the show.

SK: When you put the show together, were people 
there? Was the store open? 

+/!� >OH[�0�KPK�^HZ�[V�THRL�Z\YL�UVIVK`�RUL^�HIV\[�
[OL�L_OPIP[PVU��ZV�P[�^HZ�^VYK�VM�TV\[O��0�SL[�P[�NYV^�VU�P[Z�
own instead of having an opening and all that.

SK: Had you done a show, at that point, in that way? 
Where it was sort of hidden in plain sight?

DH: No. I needed the environment to do it in. That 
was the perfect place to hide things and move things 
around. Improvisation.

SK: Also in terms of the materials that you chose to  
use for the show, like the masks that you made into  
a fountain . . .

+/!� @LHO�� [OH[� ^HZ� TPUL�� )\[� TVZ[� VM� [OL� Z[\Ɉ� ^HZ�
HSYLHK`�[OLYL��0�Q\Z[�ZOPM[LK�P[�HYV\UK�HUK�^LU[�PU�[OL�IHJR�
[V�ZLL�^OH[�0�JV\SK�IYPUN�V\[�[V�[OL�MYVU[�

:2!� @V\�W\[�H�IHZRL[IHSS�PU�H�]HZL��YPNO[&

DH: Yeah.

:2!� (UK� `V\� [\YULK� H� IHZRL[IHSS� PU[V� H� YPJL� IV^S�� 
0�ZLLT�[V�YLTLTILY�

DH: Right. Did you see the show?

SK: No, I moved to New York in 2005.

DH: Well, you talk like you saw the show.

:2!� 0»]L�ZLLU� SV[Z�VM�WPJ[\YLZ�VM� P[�HUK� 0»]L� YLHK�H� SV[�
HIV\[�P[��0»]L�ILLU�[OPURPUN�HIV\[�:HYH�HUK�SV[Z�VM�[OPUNZ�
[V�KV�^P[O�:HYH�MVY�H�SVUN�[PTL��0»]L�ZLLU�KVJ\TLU[H[PVU�
VM�[OL�ZOV^�HUK�0»T�PU[LYLZ[LK�PU�OV �̂�SPRL�`V\»YL�ZH`PUN��
the environment of her store would have changed how 
you make work.

DH: Things just needed to shift around. Anything to get 
the crowd there. 
 Sometimes I would ask her to speak French and 
[LSS�TL�Z[VYPLZ�HIV\[�^OLU�ZOL�SP]LK�PU�7HYPZ��6UL�Z[VY`�
she told me: “I used to see Jack Clemente [an Italian 
HY[PZ[D� ^HSRPUN� OVTL� KY\UR� L]LY`� UPNO[� PU� [OL� YHPU�¹� 
;OH[»Z�[OL�VUL�[OH[�0�SPRLK�[OL�TVZ[�

:2!� ;OH[»Z�NYLH[�

+/!� )\[�[OLYL»Z�HUV[OLY�VUL��0�KVU»[�[OPUR�`V\�JHU�^YP[L�
[OPZ�VUL��0�HZRLK��¸>OLU�KPK�`V\�SLH]L�7HYPZ&¹�:OL�ZHPK��
¸>OLU�4H`H�(UNLSV\�JHTL�[V�7HYPZ��[OH[»Z�^OLU�0�SLM[�¹

SK: That sounds like Sara. I only interviewed her  
VUJL��I\[������

+/!� 0�PU[YVK\JLK�OLY�[V�T`�KH\NO[LY�HUK�[OL`�ILJHTL�
JSVZL�MYPLUKZ��*HYTLU�^VYRLK�MVY�H�^OPSL�IVVRRLLWPUN��
helped her organize her apartment, things like that.  
;OLYL� ^LYL� H� SV[� VM� WLVWSL� ^OV� RUL^� OLY� H[� [OL� ÅLH�
market on Twenty-Fourth Street, Twenty-Fifth Street.

:2!� 0»]L� OLHYK� [OH[� [OH[� ^HZ� [OL� VUS`� [PTL� ZOL� 
went uptown.

+/!� >OLU�0�̂ LU[�[V�ÅLH�THYRL[��0»K�ZH �̀�̧ (U`IVK`�ZLLU�
:HYH&¹�¸6O��ZOL�Q\Z[�SLM[�¹
� 0� \ZLK� [V� I\`� [PJRL[Z� MVY� OLY� ^OLUL]LY� 6YUL[[L�
Coleman was in town. I made sure that she went to see 
Ornette Coleman.
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THZR�^LHYPUN�H�JYV^U�VM�O\NL�IPSSV^PUN�^OP[L�MLH[OLYZ�� 
David has done a whole series of works that I think he refers 
to as spitting-image sculptures. I like the play on words. 
� )\[�[OLU�[OLYL�̂ HZ�H�̂ VYR�[OLYL�[OH[�0�SV]LK�TH`IL�
even more. Going into the shop, it was like a hide-and-
seek game or treasure hunt. You just wandered around 
and then you spotted something and thought, Okay, 
[OH[»Z�+H]PK»Z�^VYR��/L�[VVR�H�^OVSL�NYV\W�VM�[OVZL�SP[[SL�
Dan passport masks and attached them to the wall with 
little wires so they looked like a waterfall cascading from 
[OL�^HSS�PU[V�ZWHJL��0�[OV\NO[�P[�^HZ�Q\Z[�ZV�ILH\[PM\S��

:2!� /V^�VM[LU�KPK�`V\�]PZP[�2UVIRLYY`&

CT: It was a place to stop in and chat and look around. 
I would go there from time to time during the period that 
+H]PK»Z�̂ VYR�̂ HZ�[OLYL��ILJH\ZL�P[�̂ HZ�HS^H`Z�JOHUNPUN��
He was constantly adding things here and there.

SK: What do you think drew David and Sara together? 

*;!� ;OL`� IV[O� SV]LK� ILH\[PM\S� [OPUNZ� MYVT� MHYH^H`�
WSHJLZ�� +H]PK� OHZ� HS^H`Z� SV]LK� [L_[PSLZ� HUK� ZOL� [VV�
SV]LK�[L_[PSLZ��:OL�HJJVTTVKH[LK�OPZ�WSH`M\SULZZ�

SK: What was the work you said you loved the most?

*;!� 0[»Z� VUL� OL� PUZ[HSSLK� SH[LY�� HM[LY� OL� OHK� HSYLHK`�
PUZ[HSSLK�X\P[L�H� ML^�^VYRZ�� 0[�^HZ�JHSSLK�Freudian Slip 
B�  �D��+H]PK�KLZJYPILK�OV^�NYV^PUN�\W�OL�^HZ�VUL�VM�
H�SV[�VM�JOPSKYLU�PU�OPZ�MHTPS �̀�0�KVU»[�RUV^�PM�OL�^HZ�[OL�
VUS`�THSL��I\[�0�RUV^�OL�OHK�H�I\UJO�VM�ZPZ[LYZ��TH`IL�
Ä]L�VY�ZP_��ZP_�VY�ZL]LU��ZVTL^OLYL�PU�[OLYL��;OH[�WPLJL�PZ�
H�ILH\[PM\S�VSK�MHZOPVULK�^VTHU»Z�ZSPW��0[»Z�H�[YHUZS\JLU[�
pink color with a pleated skirt. And underneath he put a 
replica of a Gelede mask to make it look like a pregnant 
^VTHU»Z�Z[VTHJO��6UL�VM�T`�JVSSLHN\LZ��*S`KL�;H`SVY��
an African and African diaspora cinema specialist who 
at the time was in Africana Studies, said it was the 
TVZ[�LYV[PJ�^VYR�OL»K�L]LY�ZLLU�HU`^OLYL�PU�[OL�^VYSK��
0� [OV\NO[� P[�^HZ�[OL�TVZ[�L_[YHVYKPUHY �̀�ILH\[PM\S� [OPUN��
HUK�Z\JO�H�TV]PUN�[YPI\[L�[V�[OL�JVUJLW[�HZ�[\YULK�PU[V�
H� JVU[LTWVYHY`� ^VYR� I`� HU� HY[PZ[� VM� +H]PK»Z� Z[H[\YL�� 
0�[OV\NO[�P[�^HZ�IYPSSPHU[�

:2!� ;OH[�^VYR�^HZ�ÄYZ[�ZOV^U�H[�2UVIRLYY`&

CT: Yeah, with the Punu mask and the little Dan 
passport masks. I was there with Sara when he was 
installing the waterfall work. I think the name is from the 
9^HUKHU�NLUVJPKL�PU�ZVTL�^H �̀�I\[� 0�KVU»[�YLTLTILY�
L_HJ[S �̀� 0[� YLTPUKLK�TL��HUK� 0�KPZJ\ZZLK�[OPZ�^P[O�OPT��
VM� H� ^VYR� [OH[� P[� TPNO[� L]LU� OH]L� ILLU� H� YLHJ[PVU� [V��
I`�(YTHUK�(YTHU�� H� MHTV\Z� [^LU[PL[O�JLU[\Y`� -YLUJO�
artist who used accumulation as a way of working. The 
Arman work is illustrated in the 1984 MoMA Primitivism 
L_OPIP[PVU�JH[HSVN\L!�H�NYV\W�VM�+HU�WHZZWVY[�THZRZ�HYL�
MYVaLU�PUZPKL�WSL_PNSHZZ�SPRL�H�]LY[PJHS�PJL�J\IL��0[�ZLLTLK�
kind of awful to me to do something like that to those 
SP[[SL�+HU�WHZZWVY[�THZRZ�� 0U�ZVTL�^H`Z��+H]PK»Z�^VYR�
frees  them.

PAULETTE YOUNG

Paulette Young, Ph.D., is a cultural anthropologist, 
curator, and independent scholar in the visual arts and 
artistic cultural practices of communities in Africa and the 
African Diaspora. Her research centers on the historical 
HUK� JVU[LTWVYHY`� YVSLZ� VM� NSVIHS� KYLZZ�� KLZPNU�� HUK�
Z[`SL�HZ�HU�L_WYLZZP]L�HY[PZ[PJ�HUK�J\S[\YHS� MVYT��@V\UN�
PZ�+PYLJ[VY�VM�[OL�@V\UN�9VILY[ZVU�.HSSLY`�PU�5L^�@VYR��
^OPJO�ZWLJPHSPaLZ�PU�ÄUL�HY[Z�MYVT�(MYPJH�HUK�[OL�(MYPJHU�
+PHZWVYH��MVJ\ZPUN�VU�[YHKP[PVUHS�(MYPJHU�ÄUL�HY[��[L_[PSLZ��
and photography.

:]L[SHUH�2P[[V!� 0»K� SV]L� [V� OLHY� OV^� `V\�TL[� :HYH�
HUK�HU`[OPUN�`V\�^HU[�[V�ZOHYL�HIV\[�`V\Y�YLSH[PVUZOPW��

Paulette Young: I knew her towards the end of 
2UVIRLYY �̀� 6UL� [OPUN� 0� YLTLTILY� ZWLHRPUN� ^P[O� :HYH�
HIV\[�^HZ�[OL�PKLH�VM�SLH]PUN�[OL�JV\U[Y`�VM�`V\Y�IPY[O��
leaving the United States to come into your own and 
ZLL�`V\YZLSM�UV[�Q\Z[�HZ�H�)SHJR�^VTHU�I\[�HZ�H�JYLH[P]L�
^VTHU�� (�^VTHU�^OV�^HU[Z� [V� JVU[YPI\[L� [V� HY[� HUK�
culture, a woman who feels like she has something to 
IYPUN� [V� [OL� [HISL��^P[OV\[� X\P[L� RUV^PUN�^OH[� [OH[� PZ��
HUK�OH]PUN�[OH[�IL�TVYL�HWWYLJPH[LK�V\[ZPKL�VM�̀ V\Y�V^U�
JV\U[Y �̀�WHY[PJ\SHYS`�ILPUN� MYVT�7LUUZ`S]HUPH��:OL�^HZ�
7P[[ZI\YNO�� 0�^HZ�7OPSHKLSWOPH��HUK�^OH[�KV�[OL`�ZH`¶¶
(SHIHTH»Z�PU�IL[^LLU��;OL�[^V�\YIHU�JLU[LYZ�OHK�H�]LY`�
strong African American and communal life. And although 
^L�^LYL�ZL]LYHS�NLULYH[PVUZ�HWHY[�� P[�^HZ� PUJYLKPISL� [V�
\UKLYZ[HUK�V\Y�ZOHYLK�OPZ[VYPLZ��IV[O�KHYPUN�[V�SLH]L�[OL�
:[H[LZ�� 0�^HZ� Q\Z[�ÄUPZOPUN�\W�T`�KLNYLL�H[� [OL� [PTL�� 0�
^LU[� [V�.OHUH� PU� » �� MVY� [OL� ÄYZ[� [PTL� HUK� [OLU� JHTL�
IHJR�PU������[V�������
 When I was then writing my dissertation,  
I spent more time getting to know Sara. She was really 
L_JP[LK�HIV\[�T`�L_WLYPLUJL�� 0� [OV\NO[�ZOL�^HZ�ILPUN�
RPUK� VM� TV[OLYS`� VY� H\U[S �̀� I\[� ^OH[� P[� ^HZ�� HJ[\HSS �̀�
PZ� [OH[� ZOL� ^HZ� ZH`PUN�� ¸0� ^V\SK»]L� KVUL� ZVTL[OPUN�
SPRL� [OH[�¹� *VTPUN� PU[V� H� MVYLPNU� JV\U[Y`� HZ� H� )SHJR�
^VTHU� PU� I\ZPULZZ� PZ� H� SP[[SL� KPɈLYLU[� [OHU� JVTPUN� PU�
HZ� H� )SHJR� Z[\KLU[� \UKLY� [OL� WYV[LJ[PVU� VM� *VS\TIPH�
<UP]LYZP[ �̀�^OPJO�NP]LZ�`V\�HJJLZZ��;OH[»Z�^O`�0�Z[\KPLK�
anthropology and traveled as part of my project. I felt a 
SP[[SL�ZOLLWPZO�ZVTL[PTLZ�[HSRPUN�HIV\[�T`�L_WLYPLUJLZ��
I\[� ZOL�^HZ� ]LY`� PU[YPN\LK� I`� [OLT¶¶OV^� 0� KLHS[�^P[O�
the market women, how I wanted to follow design from 
P[Z�PUJLW[PVU�H[�[OL�KLZPNULY»Z�Z[\KPV�PU�/VSSHUK�[V�^OH[�
happens once that cloth got to Africa. 
� :OL�[HSRLK�[V�TL�H�SV[�HIV\[�[OL�:PSR�9V\[L��̂ OPJO�0�
had not really paid much attention to, and the movement 
VM�[L_[PSLZ��(UK�[OH[»Z�̂ OH[�ZOL�HUK�,YPJ�B9VILY[ZVUD�OH]L�
in common. The reason the three of us connected was 
[OH[�,YPJ�^HZ�KLHSPUN�PU�(MYPJHU�[L_[PSLZ��HUK�ZPUJL�0�^HZ�
PU[LYLZ[LK�PU�[L_[PSLZ�0�RUL^�OPT��/L�[VSK�TL�HIV\[�^OH[�
:HYH�^HZ�KVPUN�^P[O� [L_[PSLZ� MYVT�LHYS`� VU¶¶4VYVJJHU�
[L_[PSLZ�� 0� OHK� SP]LK� PU� 1HWHU� HUK� KVUL� ZVTL� [L_[PSLZ�
[OLYL�� ZV� ^L»K� [HSR� HIV\[� [OL� KPɈLYLU[� ^H`Z� [OH[� [OL�
1HWHULZL�HWWYVHJO�[L_[PSLZ�HUK�OV^�V[OLY�J\S[\YLZ��0UKPH�
HUK�V[OLY�WSHJLZ�SPRL�[OH[��KLHS[�^P[O�[L_[PSLZ��>L�[HSRLK�

DH: I can see Sara saying that.

SK: Who else was working at the store when you 
went? Seret Scott? She was in *VSVYLK� .PYSZ and she 
was an actress. Or was it Joanne Hill, who was a dancer?  
Or Elena Solow, who was white? 

+/!� >OPJO�VUL�^HZ�SP]PUN�PU�4L_PJV&

SK: Elena.

DH: Elena. Oh my goodness, they were like twins.

SK: What do you mean?

DH: She was always together with Ken, they were like 
disciples. Completely at awe in her presence, which was 
very interesting to watch. And Danny. They gravitated to 
Sara for her energy. They saw her as a deity, which was 
]LY`�ILH\[PM\S�[V�^H[JO��0�NV[�JH\NO[�\W�PU�P[��[VV�

:2!� +PK�`V\�MLLS�[OH[�^H`�HIV\[�OLY&�

DH: Of course.

:2!� (STVZ[� L]LY`VUL� 0»]L� [HSRLK� [V� ZWLHRZ�HIV\[� OLY�
^P[O�Z\JO�[V[HS�YL]LYLUJL��0[»Z�\UPX\L��0�KV�H�SV[�VM�[OPZ�RPUK�
VM�^VYR�HUK�0�OH]LU»[�YLHSS`�L_WLYPLUJLK�[OH[�ILMVYL�X\P[L�
like this.

+/!� 0�TH`�OH]L�[V�NV�UV �̂�ILJH\ZL�0»T�Z[HY[PUN�[V�JY �̀

CAROL THOMPSON

Carol Thompson, a curator and art historian, works 
[V^HYK� ZVJPHS� Q\Z[PJL� I`� HK]HUJPUN� NYLH[LY� YLJVNUP[PVU�
of the art of Africa and of the African Diaspora. She 
is currently Curator of the Thomas G. B. Wheelock 
Collection of Art of Burkina Faso and Art Advisor to the 
JVSSLJ[PVU»Z�,_LJ\[VY�

:]L[SHUH�2P[[V!� *V\SK� `V\� [HSR� HIV\[� +H]PK�
/HTTVUZ»Z�PU]VS]LTLU[�^P[O�:HYH�7LUU»Z�ZOVW&

*HYVS�;OVTWZVU!� 3L[� TL� Z[HY[� ^P[O� T`� ÄYZ[� [PTL�
TLL[PUN� OPT�� ILJH\ZL� P[� YLSH[LZ� [V� OPZ� PUZ[HSSH[PVU� H[�
the shop. I was working with the Center for African 
(Y[� MYVT� »��� [V� » �¶¶MYVT� [OL� [PTL� P[� ^HZ� PU� HKQHJLU[�
[V^UOV\ZLZ�H[�:P_[`�,PNO[O�HUK�7HYR�[V�^OLU�P[�TV]LK�
[V� :V/V�� ÄYZ[� [V� [LTWVYHY`� VɉJLZ� HIV]L� +LHU� HUK�
+L3\JH"�[OL�5L^�4\ZL\T�^HZ�KV^U[V^U�H[�[OH[�[PTL��
HUK�[OL�.\NNLUOLPT�^HZ�H[�[OL�LUK�VM�[OL�ISVJR�PU�[OH[�
¸X\PJR��TPU\[L�¹�
 I was at a show with a very dear friend of mine, 
who introduced me to David, who had just come from 
doing a residency in Rome. He said he had just come 
from his studio, where he was working on a series of 
^VYRZ� [OH[� PUJVYWVYH[LK� ^H[LY� ILJH\ZL� OL� SV]LK� [OL�
gigantic fountains in Rome. He commented how hard 
P[�^HZ�[V�JVU[YVS�^H[LY��0�YLTLTILY�[OPURPUN�OV^�WVL[PJ�
that was.
� ;OL�ZOVW�^HZ�ÄSSLK�^P[O�ILH\[PM\S� [OPUNZ� MYVT�HSS�
KPɈLYLU[�WSHJLZ��3V[Z�VM� [L_[PSLZ�HUK�M\UJ[PVUHS�VIQLJ[Z��
I have a vague recollection of a little architectural 
structure, like a Japanese shrine, a little house that David 
W\[�ISHJR�L`LK�WLHZ�PUZPKL�VU�[OL�ÅVVY�
 At that time, David was going to a place in 
Chelsea––Chelsea Mini Storage. A lot of the African art 
traders would use the units there to store their things. 
Downstairs, it was almost like a market. A market with 
lots and lots of stalls of African art. It primarily had 
replicas made for the Western market, not museum-type 
[OPUNZ�� HS[OV\NO� [OLYL�^LYL� L_JLW[PVUZ� ILJH\ZL� ZVTL�
top-tier collectors and dealers would go there. But it was 
WYPTHYPS`�HY[�MVY�L_WVY[��0[�^HZ�H[�[OH[�[PTL�[OH[�+H]PK�HUK�
I had a drink together at the Bowery Bar. He was carrying 
H�IYPLMJHZL�ÄSSLK�^P[O�SP[[SL�+HU�THZRZ��[OVZL�ZTHSS�ZJHSL�
masks that are referred to as passport masks.
 He put a white-faced Punu mask replica in the 
^PUKV^� VM� :HYH»Z� ZOVW�� 6M[LU� WLVWSL� [OPUR� [OL`»YL�
Japanese, since they have kind of an Asian aspect––they 
SVVR�H�IP[�SPRL�UVO�THZRZ¶¶I\[�[OL`»YL�MYVT�.HIVU��;OL`�
YLWYLZLU[�[OL�MHJL�VM�H�WHY[PJ\SHYS`�ILH\[PM\S�^VTHU�^P[O�
H�OHPYZ[`SL�[OH[�SVVRZ�SPRL�H�T\ZZLS�VY�V[OLY�IP]HS]L�ZOLSS��
;OL`�HYL�Z\ISPTL��Z\ISPTL�^VYRZ�VM�HY[��

SK: What else did he install at the shop?

CT: He put ostrich feathers all around the top of the 
replica of the Punu mask and adapted it to spout water 
from its mouth. The mask was hooked up in the front 
window and looked like a fountain made with a Mardi Gras 
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OH]L� ZVTLVUL� ZH �̀� ¸+V� `V\� ULLK� HU`[OPUN&¹·P[� ^HZ�
HSTVZ[� SPRL� NVPUN� [V� H� NHSSLY �̀� 0[� YLHSS`� OHK� [OH[� LɈLJ[��
0�^HZ� Z[Y\JR�I`� [OL�KPZWSH`Z�� [OL�^H`� [OL`� Q\_[HWVZLK�
KPɈLYLU[�J\S[\YLZ�HUK�T\ZPJ�

:2!� 5V�VUL»Z�[HSRLK�HIV\[�[OL�T\ZPJ�

PY: When I was in there, there was music in the 
IHJRNYV\UK�

SK: Was Sara there?

7@!� 5V��I\[�[OLYL�̂ HZ�ZVTLIVK`�[OLYL�HUK�0�YLTLTILY�
[OL`� VɈLYLK� TL� ^PUL�� 0� YLTLTILY� [OPURPUN�� ¸>LSS�� P[»Z�
H� -YPKH �̀� ZV�^O`� UV[&¹� 0� HZRLK�� ¸>LSS�� ^OVZL� WSHJL� PZ�
[OPZ&¹�;OL`�^V\SK�[LSS�TL�HIV\[�OLY��0�^HZ�Z[Y\JR�I`�[OL�
ILH\[`�VM�[OL�WSHJL��0[�^HZ�SPRL�LU[LYPUN�H�KPɈLYLU[�aVUL�
ILJH\ZL�P[�^HZ�]LY`�OPW�I\[�HSZV�JVTTVU��0[�Z[PT\SH[LK�
[OL� ZLUZLZ� ILJH\ZL� `V\� [\YULK� VUL� WSHJL� HUK� [OLYL�
was something interesting, and then another where 
there was something else. There was furniture there, 
HUK�[OL�[L_[PSLZ��HUK�HY[�� 0� YLTLTILY�H�N\`� PU�[OL�IHJR�
ZRL[JOPUN��/L�SVVRLK�SPRL�0�^HZ�PU[LYY\W[PUN�OPT��(UK�0»T�
SPRL��¸>OH[&� 0[»Z�H�ZOVW�� YPNO[&¹�;OLU�^OLU� 0�TL[�:HYH��
[OL� UL_[� [PTL�� ZOL� OHK� VU� [OPZ� ILH\[PM\S� YVIL� [OH[� ZOL�
JHTL�V\[�^P[O��/LY�OHPY�^HZ�[OPJR�HUK�IPSSV^PUN��:OL»K�
ZTPSL� HUK� [LSS� TL� 0� ^HZ� ^LSJVTL�� :OL� RUL^� 0� ^HZU»[�
NVPUN�[V�I\`�HU`[OPUN��I\[�ZOL�^HZ�YLHSS`�UPJL�HIV\[�P[� 
� 0�HZRLK�OLY�VUJL� PM�ZOL�^HZ�HMYHPK�HIV\[�[OL�YPZR�
[OH[»Z�PU]VS]LK�^P[O�NVPUN�[V�WSHJLZ�^OLYL�`V\»]L�UL]LY�
ILLU��KLHSPUN�PU�U\TILYZ�^P[O�ZV�THU`�aLYVZ�VU�[OLT��
HUK� [HSRPUN� HIV\[� JVTPUN� V\[� ^P[O� H� ZWHJL� HUK� HU�
PU]LU[VY �̀�:OL�ZHPK�� ¸0[»Z�RPUK�VM�Z[YLZZM\S��I\[�`V\�HSZV�
NL[�H�Y\ZO�MYVT�P[��ILJH\ZL�`V\»YL�KVPUN�^OH[�`V\�YLHSS`�
^HU[��0[»Z�`V\Y�WHZZPVU�HUK�`V\�MLLS�ZV�JVTMVY[HISL�^P[O�
P[�¹�:OL�^HZ�H�YLHS�[YHPSISHaLY�

:2!� :OL�^HZ�ZV�IYH]L�

7@!� (� YLHS� [YHPSISHaLY�� HUK� UV[� VUS`� PU� MHZOPVU¶¶TVZ[�
WLVWSL� ^V\SK� L_WLJ[� `V\� [V� IL� PU� H� KYLZZ� ZOVW�� -VY�
her to do what she did as a woman was pretty special. 
People tried to copy her. Some people are real talkers. 
Some men take a lot of license with women. And white 
folks with Black folks, particularly in the arts, saying, 
¸>LSS��UV��`V\�HYL�Z\WWVZLK�[V�IL�V\Y�Z\WWVY[��:\WWVY[�
\Z�¹�0[�JHTL�]LY`�UH[\YHSS �̀�0�YLTLTILY�[OPURPUN�[V�T`ZLSM�
that they really should put her in a manual for nurturing 
and supporting us. Even clients would come in and get 
PKLHZ�MYVT�OLY��:OL�^V\SK�[HSR�HIV\[�[OH[��I\[�ZOL�^HZ�
HS^H`Z�KPZJYLL[�HUK�^V\SKU»[�UHTL�WLVWSL��;OLYL�^LYL�
WLVWSL�[OH[�^LYL�JSPLU[Z�^OV�^V\SK�JVTL�PU�[V�I\`�MYVT�
OLY��;OLU�ZOL»K�ZLL�[OH[�ZHTL�ZVY[�VM�PKLH�YLWSPJH[LK�PU�
[OLPY�V^U�^VYR��(UK�[OL`�^V\SKU»[�ZH �̀�¸>LSS��0�^HZ�YLHSS`�
PUÅ\LUJLK�I`�:HYH�7LUU�¹�0�[OPUR�[OH[�^V\SK»]L�TLHU[�H�
SV[��0�RUV^�P[�^V\SK»]L�TLHU[�H�SV[�

:2!� 9LSH[LK�[V�^OH[�`V\�ZHPK�HIV\[�OLY�[OPURPUN�HIV\[�
[OL�JSPLU[��ZVTL[OPUN�ZOL�KPK� [OH[� 0�KPKU»[�RUV^�HIV\[��
I\[�SLHYULK�MYVT�WLVWSL�^OV�^VYRLK�H[�[OL�Z[VYL��PZ�[OH[�
PM�`V\�IV\NO[�HU`[OPUN�MYVT�[OL�Z[VYL��`V\�^LYL�YLX\PYLK�
[V�RUV^� [OL�VYPNPUZ�VM� [OL�VIQLJ[��^OLYL� P[� JHTL� MYVT��
how it was made, what it was originally for. To impart 
that knowledge.

7@!� 0� KPKU»[� YLHSPaL� [OH[� ZOL� [YHPULK� [OL� Z[HɈ�� 
:OL�^HZ�THRPUN� [OLZL� ]LZ[Z��TH`IL�4VYVJJHU�� HUK� 0�
^HZ�[LSSPUN�OLY�T`�L_WLYPLUJL�VM�^VYRPUN� PU�H�T\ZL\T�
^P[O� ÄUL� HY[�� (TLYPJHU� HY[�� [OH[� ^HZ� ILPUN� ]PL^LK� HZ�
TVKLYU� HY[�� ;OL`� KPKU»[� ^HU[�TL� [V�TLU[PVU� HU`[OPUN�
HIV\[� [OL� HY[PZ[»Z� IHJRNYV\UK� VY� HY[PZ[PJ� PUÅ\LUJLZ�� 0[�
was like, “No. This is our history, and you just look at the 
[OPUN�¹�;OH[»Z�̂ O`�0�KPKU»[�NV�PU[V�HY[�OPZ[VY �̀�0�̂ HZ�ZV�[VYU�� 
-VY� TL�� P[� ^HZU»[� Q\Z[� [OL� [OPUN�� ;OH[� [OPUN� OHZ� THU`�
SH`LYZ��0[»Z�^OV�JYLH[LK�P[��HUK�^OH[�P[Z�OPZ[VY`�PZ��;OH[»Z�
why anthropologists and art historians make a good 
[LHT��0[�Q\Z[�HTHaLZ�TL�[OH[�TLHUPUN�KPKU»[�OH]L�H�SV[�VM�
input. For her, it was the opposite. 

:2!� :OL�YLHSS`�RUL^�OLY�Z[\Ɉ�

H� SV[�VM�ZOVW��HIV\[�Z[`SLZ�HUK�THYRL[PUN�`V\Y�[HZ[L�[V�
other people. And having Black women in the crew on St. 
4HYR»Z�^P[O�1HJRPL�3L^PZ��/H]PUN�[OLZL�NYHUKLZ�KHTLZ��
as I call them, dictate stock, it was really phenomenal.
� 0�[OPUR�HIV\[�[OH[�H�SV[�TVYL�UV^�^P[O�)SHJR�3P]LZ�
Matter and the push to give Black designers and Black 
J\S[\YL�[OLPY�YLJVNUP[PVU��0�^PZO�:HYH�^HZ�OLYL��ILJH\ZL�
P[»Z�Z\JO�H�ZWLJPHS�[PTL��

:2!� :OL�ZLLTLK�[V�IL�\UPX\L�HZ�HU�(MYPJHU�(TLYPJHU�
female entrepreneur at this time and also, like you said, 
Z\WWVY[LK�I`�H�YLHSS`�PU[LYLZ[PUN�T\S[PYHJPHS�JVTT\UP[`�VM�
women, of makers. In her own store, she had Olive Wong, 
a Black woman who helped her with the aesthetics of the 
Z[VYL�HUK�I\`PUN��(UK�[OLU�ZOL�OHK�-\TP�:JOTPK[��^OV�
was Hawaiian Japanese and did a lot of sewing work 
HUK�KLZPNUPUN��:LYL[�:JV[[��H�^VTHU�^OV�^HZ�PU�[OL�ÄYZ[�
-VY�*VSVYLK�.PYSZ� WYVK\J[PVU��̂ VYRLK� H[� [OL� ÄYZ[� Z[VYL��
:OL�ZHPK�[OH[�H[�[OH[�[PTL�ZOL�KPKU»[�ZLL�[OH[�THU`�)SHJR�
(TLYPJHUZ�PU�[OH[�TPSPL\��0[�^HZ�]LY`�L_[YHVYKPUHY`�[V�OLY�

7@!� +LÄUP[LS �̀�0�RUV^�[OH[�ZOL�HUK�0�[HSRLK�HIV\[�JLY[HPU�
KLZPNULYZ��0»T�UV[�NVPUN�[V�ZH`�^OV��^OV�Z[HY[LK�VɈ�VU�
:[��4HYR»Z� HUK�^LYL� HISL� [V� NL[� ÄUHUJPUN�� ;OL`� KPKU»[�
have to go through middlemen or take private loans. 
;OL`�^LYL�HISL�[V�Q\TW�H�JV\WSL�VM�SLHWMYVNZ�HOLHK�HUK�
OH]L�H�KPɈLYLU[�ZL[�VM�VWWVY[\UP[PLZ��1\Z[�OV^�KVLZ�[OH[�
impact your decision-making, what you can produce as 
an entrepreneur, what you have access to? Growing up 
PU�7P[[ZI\YNO�� HZ� HU�(MYPJHU�(TLYPJHU�^VTHU�ZOL�^HZ�
]LY`� JVTMVY[HISL� HYV\UK� KPɈLYLU[� WLVWSL� HUK� KPɈLYLU[�
J\S[\YLZ��0�YLTLTILY�OLY�ZH`PUN�[V�TL�VUJL�[OH[�P[»Z�YLHSS`�
HTHaPUN�OV^�[OL�[L_[PSLZ�ILJVTL�[OL�HUJOVY��[OL�[L_[PSL�
ILJVTLZ�[OL�JVUULJ[VY��HUK�̀ V\�ÄUK�SPRL�TPUKLK�WLVWSL�
through art.
 You can go in any direction culturally, and she 
^V\SK�^VYR�^P[O�ZV�THU`�KPɈLYLU[�[`WLZ�VM�WLVWSL��(UK�
^L�[HSRLK�HSZV�HIV\[�ZVTL�VM�[OL�JOHSSLUNLZ�VM�KLHSPUN�
with artists, who come in a wide range, especially 
WLYMVYTPUN�HY[PZ[Z��@V\�OH]L�[OPUNZ�Z[HY[PUN�VɈ�PU�I\ZPULZZ�
HUK�LUKPUN�\W�PU�H�WHY[`�VY�KPUULY��;HSRPUN�[V�OLY�HIV\[�
OLY�YVSL�VM�ILPUN�Z\WWVY[P]L��0�HZRLK�OLY��¸:V��OV^�PZ�P[�MVY�
you? Do you feel like you�^LYL�ILPUN�Z\WWVY[LK&¹�:OL�
always had a giving spirit. In her older years, she said 
[OH[�ZOL�KLÄUP[LS`�^V\SK�OH]L�KVUL�[OPUNZ�KPɈLYLU[S`�

:2!� ;OH[»Z� PU[LYLZ[PUN�� 0U� [LYTZ�VM�`V\Y�RUV^SLKNL�VM�
[OL� ZWLJPÄJZ� VM� [OL� [L_[PSLZ� HUK� [OL� ZOVW»Z� PU]LU[VY �̀�
^OLU�`V\�ZH`�`V\�[HSRLK�ZOVW��^OH[�KPK�`V\�[HSR�HIV\[&�

PY: My research was in Ghana, so I was working with 
[OL�+\[JO�̂ H_�WYPU[Z��;OL`»YL�[OL�JSV[O�[OH[�̀ V\�ZLL�HSS�[OL�
[PTL�[OH[�KPɈLYLU[�KLZPNULYZ�\ZL�HUK�TVZ[�WLVWSL�[OPUR�PZ�
African. Bold, colorful prints. Those cloths actually were 
marketed to Ghana in West Africa, on the Gold Coast. In 
[OL�����Z��LHYS`�KLZPNUZ�^LYL�KVUL�I`�H�+\[JO�JVTWHU`�
[OH[�OHK�ILLU�VWLYH[PUN�PU�0UKVULZPH��HUK�JVWPLK�^OH[�
they saw there. When I was in Indonesia, I saw those 
JSV[OZ� PU� H�THYRL[� HUK� ZHPK�� ¸>OH[»Z� [OPZ�(MYPJHU� JSV[O�
KVPUN�OLYL&�¹�UV[�RUV^PUN� [OH[�^OH[� 0�^HZ�ZLLPUN�^HZ�
[OL� 0UKVULZPHU� PUÅ\LUJL�VU�(MYPJHU� [L_[PSLZ��:HYH�HUK� 0�
[HSRLK�HIV\[�[OH[�Z[VY`�HUK�[OL�J\S[\YHS�JVUULJ[PVUZ��;OL�
+\[JO�^HU[LK� [V�H\[VTH[L� [OLPY�IH[PR�� [V�WYPU[� P[� YH[OLY�
[OHU�KV�P[�I`�OHUK��HUK�PUQLJ[LK�P[�[OLYL��0[�^HZ�YLQLJ[LK�
locally. Then, they came up with their own way to tap into 

the market. They had a trading relationship with Ghana, 
HUK�THYRL[LK�[OVZL�[L_[PSLZ�[OLYL��(M[LY�2LU[L��P[�ILJHTL�
a representation of womanhood in Ghana. I wanted to 
know why it is that something foreign would have such 
H�THQVY� PTWHJ[��>L� [HSRLK� HIV\[� [OH[�� (UK� ZOL� [HSRLK�
HIV\[�[OL�PKLH�VM�V\[ZV\YJPUN��4HU`�J\S[\YLZ�V\[ZV\YJL�
KLZPNUZ��ZV�̂ O`�PZ�P[�\U\Z\HS�MVY�(MYPJHUZ�[V�KV�[OH[��[V�IL�
JVTMVY[HISL�^P[O�[HRPUN�ZVTL[OPUN�HUK�[OLU�[^LHRPUN�P[�
HUK�THRPUN�P[�[OLPY�V^U&�;OH[»Z�^OH[�T`�[OLZPZ�^HZ��[OH[�
the way they tweak it and make it their own is to name 
[OL�JSV[O�^P[O�WYV]LYIPHS�L_WYLZZPVUZ�[OH[�THRL�P[�SVJHS��
� :V�^L�[HSRLK�HIV\[�.OHUH�HUK�NVPUN�[V�[OL�*HWL�
JVHZ[��^OLYL�0�ZH^�ÄZOLYTLU�^OV�OHK�ÅHNZ�JHSSLK�-HU[L�
ÅHNZ��^OPJO�:HYH�ZVSK�PU�OLY�ZOVW��0�[HSRLK�^P[O�OLY�HIV\[�
ZLLPUN� [OL� IVH[Z"� [OL� ÅHNZ� ILJVTL� [OYLL�KPTLUZPVUHS�
versus seeing them in a two-dimensional form on a wall 
PU� H�T\ZL\T�� ([� [OL� [PTL� 0� KPKU»[� RUV^� [OH[� ZOL� ZVSK�
[OLT��:OL�[HSRLK�HIV\[�ILPUN�KYH^U�[V�[OLT�IHZLK�VU�
their graphics and visual appeal. One thing she taught 
TL�� Q\Z[� MYVT�[HSRPUN�^P[O�OLY�� PZ� [OH[� P[� PZU»[�LUV\NO� [V�
NL[� ZVTL[OPUN� Q\Z[�ILJH\ZL� P[»Z� PU[LYLZ[PUN�VY�^OH[� [OL�
J\S[\YL� [OPURZ� PZ� PU[LYLZ[PUN��>L� KVU»[�^HU[� [V� NL[� PU[V�
[OL�JVSVUPHS�TLU[HSP[ �̀�:OL�ZHPK��¸3PZ[LU�� P[»Z�HSZV�HIV\[�
^OH[�[OL�JSPLU[�SPRLZ�HUK�UV[�̀ V\�JVU]PUJPUN�[OL�JSPLU[�I\[�
showing the client that this is something useful, and also 
[OH[�P[»Z�ILH\[PM\S�¹�

SK: Right.

PY: Something else is craftsmanship, the idea of the 
artisan. She was the perfect woman to come to Africa 
ILJH\ZL� VM� OLY� ILH\[`� HUK� OLY� H[[P[\KL�� (UK� ZOL�^HZ�
VWLU�[V�HJX\PYL��
� ;OL�ÅHNZ�^LYL�VUL�HY[�MVYT�[OH[�^L�[HSRLK�HIV\[��
Eric had supplied her with some of them. We also talked 
HIV\[� [OL� PKLH�VM�^OV�KPJ[H[LZ�[HZ[L�� [OL� PKLH�VM�ILPUN�
a tastemaker as a Black woman. She was interesting 
ILJH\ZL�ZOL�ZH^�OLYZLSM�HZ�H�)SHJR�^VTHU��I\[�ZOL�HSZV�
ZH^� OLYZLSM� HZ� H� [YHPSISHaLY� HZ� MHY� HZ� T\S[PJ\S[\YHSPZT��
NSVIHSPaH[PVU�� NV�� 7LVWSL� ^LYL� SPRL�� ¸.SVIHSPaH[PVU&¹�
:OL»K�Q\Z[�SH\NO��:VTL[PTLZ�`V\�JHU�IL�Q\Z[�H�SP[[SL�LHYS`�
VU� ZVTL[OPUN�� 0M� `V\� Z[H`� [OL� JV\YZL�� `V\� JHU� ILULÄ[�
from it.
 What year did the last store close?

SK: I think it was 1998.

7@!� @LHO��ILJH\ZL�0�JHTL�OLYL�PU�» ���

:2!� +V�`V\�YLTLTILY�[OL�L_WLYPLUJL�VM�NVPUN�PUZPKL�
the store?

PY: When I came into the store, I was like, “Whoa. 
>V �̂¹�(�ILH\[PM\S�ZWHJL��ILH\[PM\SS`�J\YH[LK��:V/V�^HZ�
YLHSS`� ^OP[L� L]LU� [OLU�� HUK� 0»K� Q\Z[� JVTL� IHJR� [V� [OL�
States, reentered. I came to New York City and went to 
graduate school. It was kind of a shock. I was used to 
ILPUN�JSVZLS`�PU]VS]LK�^P[O�HY[Z�HUK�JYHM[Z��^OLYL�WLVWSL�
HYL�HJ[\HSS`�THRPUN�[OPUNZ��0»]L�RUV^U�H�SV[�VM�THRLYZ��:V�
0»T�NVPUN� PU[V�YLHSS`�JOPJOP�IV\[PX\LZ��HUK�ZH`PUN��¸6O��
^V �̂¹�0»K�SVVR�[V�ZLL�^OH[�[OL`�^LYL�KVPUN�^P[O�ZVTL�VM�
the crafts I had seen on a local level that they elevated 
OLYL�� 0�^HZ�LP[OLY� PNUVYLK�VY�� HZ�ZVVU�HZ� 0� ZHPK�� ¸0»T�H�
Z[\KLU[�¹�OH]PUN�[OLT�[\YU�VU�[OLPY�OLLSZ�HUK�KPZHWWLHY��
*VTPUN� PU[V�2UVIRLYY`� HUK� ILPUN� HISL� [V� IYV^ZL� HUK�
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[OH[� TVZ[� TH[LYPHS� JHU� IL� [YHJLK� [V� *OPULZL� J\S[\YL�
as it traveled through India all the way to the Red Sea 
and the Mediterranean. I got very involved in that as far 
as  collecting.

:2!� 0[»Z�HTHaPUN�OV^�THU`�WLVWSL�ZOL�PUÅ\LUJLK�

,9!� /LY�Z[VYL�^HZ�HIZVS\[LS`�ZWLJ[HJ\SHY��0[�L_WHUKLK�
inside SoHo.

SK: First at Spring Street and then at West Broadway 
and Franklin.

,9!� ;OH[»Z� ^OLYL� ZOL� SP]LK� PU� [OL� IHJR�� ;OPUNZ� OHK�
JOHUNLK�H�NYLH[�KLHS� I`� [OLU�� 0� NH]L�OLY� HK]PJL�HIV\[�
W\[[PUN�JVU[YHJ[Z�[VNL[OLY��ILJH\ZL�ZOL�̂ HZ�MHPYS`�MHTV\Z�
HUK� 2UVIRLYY`� ^HZ� MHTV\Z�� [VV�� 6UL� [OPUN� HIV\[� OLY��
she was very trusting, which does not always lead to 
NVVK� L_WLYPLUJLZ�� )`� [OH[� [PTL�� WLVWSL� ^HU[LK� [V� IL�
WHY[� VM� OLY�� :V� 0� \ZLK� [V� JOLJR¶¶UV[� HZ� OLY� SH^`LY� I\[�
as a friend––many of the contracts she was involving 
OLYZLSM�PU�^P[O�WLVWSL�^OV�^HU[LK�[V�IL�WHY[�VM�OLY��I\[� 
who were . . .

SK: Predatory.

,9!� ;OLZL� [OPUNZ� OHWWLU�� HUK� ZOL� KPKU»[� ILSPL]L�
in protecting herself the way she should have. She 
was, in many ways, a free spirit who was really 
LUQV`HISL�� I\[� [OLYL� HYL� WYLKH[VYZ� PU� [OPZ� ^VYSK� 
� )`�[OH[�[PTL�0�OHK�X\P[L�H�Z[VJR�VM�\U\Z\HS�TH[LYPHS�
in the gallery. I gave her things on consignment.

:2!� @V\�Z[HY[LK�ZLSSPUN�Z[\Ɉ�[V�OLY&

,9!� @LHO��I\[�^P[O�]LY`�SPILYHS�[LYTZ��]LY`�NVVK�WYPJLZ��
:V�WLVWSL�IV\NO[�ZLYPV\Z�THZ[LYWPLJL�Z[\Ɉ� MYVT�OLY�� 0[�
^HZU»[� Q\Z[�TL� KVPUN� [OH[� [V� OLSW� :HYH�� @V\� LUKLK� \W�
KVPUN�[OH[�ILJH\ZL�ZOL�^HZ�HU�\U\Z\HS�WLYZVU�HUK�]LY`�
OVULZ[��0M�ZOL�ZHPK�ZOL»K�[HRL�ZVTL[OPUN�H[�[OPZ�WYPJL�VY�
[OH[�� [OH[»Z�^OH[� ZOL� WHPK� `V\� MVY� P[�� 0U� KLHSPUNZ�^P[O� H�
ZTHSS�ZOVW�SPRL�[OH[��[OLYL»Z�HS^H`Z�PZZ\LZ�̂ P[O�TVUL �̀�I\[�
^P[O� OLY�� `V\� HS^H`Z� NV[� WHPK��/LY� OVULZ[`� PZ� WYVIHIS`�
one of the reasons people would always step forth to 
OLSW�OLY�^OLU�ZOL�YHU�PU[V�ZVTL�KPɉJ\S[ �̀�SPRL�ZVTLIVK`�
screwing up the lease that she depended on. Part of it 
was that she was getting on in years, and she loved her 
creative artists who were loyal friends to her. 

SK: Who are you thinking of––David Hammons?

,9!� @LHO�� HUK� T`ZLSM�� ILJH\ZL� ZOL� NV[� ZVTL�
ZWLJ[HJ\SHY� ÅHNZ� MYVT� .OHUH�� ÄNO[PUN� ÅHNZ�� MYVT� TL��
and I once gave her three large costumes of the ancestors 
from West Africa.�(UK�VM�JV\YZL�ZOL»K�ZLSS�[OLT��ILJH\ZL�
they were so spectacular. By this time I was moving on 
to more important pieces of sculpture and dealing with 
some very important collectors worldwide, so I could 
HɈVYK�[V�IHJR�OLY��:OL�Z[PSS�OHK�[HZ[L�HUK�HU�L`L��(Z�ZOL�
NV[�PU[V�OLY�ZL]LU[PLZ��P[�ILJHTL�H�SP[[SL�YV\NO�MVY�OLY�

:2!� *HU�0�HZR�HIV\[�V[OLY�JYLH[P]L�HY[PZ[Z�ZOL�RUL^&

ER: Part of the undiscovered magic of Black American 
culture is you had people who were part of the Harlem 

Renaissance. You would meet people who were main 
WLVWSL��SPRL�/HSL�>VVKY\Ɉ��^OV�ZOL�YLN\SHYS`�JVU]LYZLK�
^P[O��VY�7H\S�9VILZVU��^OV�MLS[�]LY`�JVTMVY[HISL�^P[O�OLY�

:2!� 0�KPKU»[�RUV^�ZOL�RUL^�7H\S�9VILZVU��+PK�ZOL�[LSS�
`V\�HIV\[�OLY�SPML�ILMVYL�ZOL�VWLULK�2UVIRLYY`&�

,9!� <UMVY[\UH[LS �̀� ZOL� ^HZ� ZO �̀� ;OH[� ^HZ� H� X\HSP[`�
she retained until the end of her life. She was shy, and 
`V\�^V\SK�OH]L�[V�ÄUK�V\[�THU`�[OPUNZ� MYVT�MYPLUKZ�VM�
OLYZ�� :OL� RUL^� L]LY`VUL�� ILJH\ZL� VUL� [OPUN� [OH[� ZOL�
KPK�^HZ� [V� NV� [V� L]LY`� VWLUPUN�� 0� OHK� [OL� S\JR� [V� I\`�
all the catalogues that she owned. They were small 
JH[HSVN\LZ�� I\[� HIV\[� THQVY� HY[PZ[Z� [OH[� ^LYLU»[� ILPUN�
NP]LU� [OL� YLJVNUP[PVU� H[� [OL� [PTL�� IHJR� PU� [OL� »��Z� HUK�
»��Z��SPRL�5VYTHU�3L^PZ��^OVZL�SVM[�^HZ�ULHYI �̀�HJ[\HSS �̀�
Practically every major artist, and she followed some 
VM� [OL� SLZZ�RUV^U�HY[PZ[Z�� [VV��:OL�^V\SK�I\`� [OL�ZTHSS�
JH[HSVN\L�H[�[OL�VWLUPUN��;OH[»Z�VUL�VM�[OL�KPɉJ\S[PLZ�VM�
KVPUN�H�OPZ[VY`�VM�:HYH�7LUU!�ZOL�^HZ�UV[�HU�HY[PZ[�I\[�
a tastemaker. 

SK: How did she discover all these materials and 
KL]LSVW� [OL� MHZJPUH[PVU� MVY� [L_[PSLZ� ZOL� OHK� ZPUJL� [OL�
ÄYZ[��Z[VYL&�

,9!� :OL�[VSK�TL�[OH[�VU�OLY�ÄYZ[�[YPW�[OYV\NO�.LYTHU �̀�
with artists or other Germans, she learned a lot. Men 
SV]LK�OLY�ILJH\ZL�ZOL�OHK�H�]LY`�^VTHUS`�X\HSP[`�[V�OLY�
HUK�^HZ� Q\Z[� SV[Z� VM� M\U�� :OL� KPKU»[�TPUK�� HUK� H� SV[� VM�
doors opened to her.
 She was also a critic. She would tell you, “This 
VUL�OHZ�UV��������¹�HUK�`V\�YLHSPaLK�ZOL�^HZ�ZOHYW�[OLYL��
ILJH\ZL� ZOL� SVVRLK� [V� ^OH[� ^VTLU� KPK�� ^VTLU� ^OV�
dressed themselves in the material she would show them. 
:OL�[YH]LSLK�HUK�ZOL�LUQV`LK�[OH[��7LVWSL�^LYL�I\`PUN�
things from her all over the world, and she connected 
with that. 
� :OL�HɈLJ[LK�TL�WYVMV\UKS �̀�ILJH\ZL� 0�LUKLK�\W�
ILJVTPUN��HJJVYKPUN� [V�THU`�VM� [OL�JYP[PJZ�� [OL�WLYZVU�
^OV� WSH`LK� HU� PU[LNYHS� YVSL� PU� IYPUNPUN� H^HYLULZZ� VM�
(MYPJHU� [L_[PSL� J\S[\YL� [V�(TLYPJH�� 0� [OPUR� VM�T`ZLSM� [OH[�
^H �̀� ;OLU�^L�KPZJV]LYLK� [OH[� [OL� ZLUZPIPSP[`� VM� HUJPLU[�
(MYPJHU� [L_[PSLZ�^HZ� YLSH[LK� [V� (MYPJHU�(TLYPJHU� J\S[\YL�
[OYV\NO�(MYPJHU�(TLYPJHU�X\PS[Z��>L�KPZJV]LYLK�[OYV\NO�
our research that there were female African American 
designers who were at the top of their profession, 
designing clothes for Mary Todd Lincoln, and that African 
American designers clothed the wives of some of the 
leaders of the Confederacy.

:2!� @V\»YL�ZH`PUN�ZOL�^HZ�WHY[�VM�[OH[�SPULHNL�

ER: At that time people saw themselves as connected 
to world culture and would actually go to these places or 
ÄUHUJL�WLVWSL�[V�NV�[V�[OLZL�WSHJLZ�ZV�[OL`�JV\SK�I\`�
^OH[L]LY� [OL`� MV\UK��6UL�VM�:HYH»Z�THPU�Z\WWSPLYZ�^HZ�
H� MVYTLY� ZVJPHS�^VYRLY� MYVT�7P[[ZI\YNO�� HUK� 0� IV\NO[� H�
SV[�VM�[L_[PSLZ�MYVT�OLY��:HYH�T\Z[�OH]L�OLSWLK�TL�TLL[�
OLY� ILJH\ZL� 0� IV\NO[� ZVTL� ZWLJ[HJ\SHY�TH[LYPHS� [V� NV�
^P[O�[OL�M\YUP[\YL��0�JHU»[�YLTLTILY�OLY�UHTL¶¶P[»Z�ILLU�
H�^OPSL�UV �̂�(Z�0�NV[�[V�RUV^�:HYH�IL[[LY��0�ZH^�OV^�ZOL�
worked. She would pay for your roundtrip ticket and 
L_WLUZLZ��`V\�Q\Z[�NH]L�OLY�ÄYZ[�KPIZ�VU�TH[LYPHS�[OH[�`V\�
^V\SK�I\ �̀�;OL�THPU�^VTHU�^OV�^HZ�NVPUN�[V�7HRPZ[HU�

ERIC ROBERTSON

,YPJ�9VILY[ZVU�PZ�PU[LYUH[PVUHSS`�RUV^U�MVY�OPZ�RUV^SLKNL�
VM�[YHKP[PVUHS�(MYPJHU�HY[�HUK�(MYPJH»Z�NYHUK�[L_[PSL�HY[Z��/L�
PZ�HU�HK]PZVY�[V�[OL�@V\UN�9VILY[ZVU�.HSSLY �̀�5L^�@VYR��
which he founded.

:]L[SHUH�2P[[V!� 7H\SL[[L� B@V\UND� [VSK� TL� [OH[� `V\�
knew Sara for a long time. How did you meet?

,YPJ�9VILY[ZVU!� 6UL�VM�[OL�ZPTWSLZ[�^H`Z�VM�TLL[PUN�
OLY�^HZ�[V�NV�[V�OLY�Z[VYL��([�[OH[�[PTL��PU�[OL�»��Z��P[�^HZ�
VU�:[��4HYR»Z�7SHJL��0�^HZ�VUL�VM�OLY�JVUZ[HU[�J\Z[VTLYZ�
there, and very interested in what she was interested in. 
0�KPKU»[�OH]L�H�IHJRNYV\UK�PU�HY[��KLJVYH[PVU��VY�HU`[OPUN�
SPRL�[OH[��I\[�0�YLHSS`�SPRLK�OLY�[HZ[L�

SK: What was the work that you were doing at 
the time?

ER: At the time, I was a lawyer for medical groups 
who were interested in changing the way medicine, 
ZWLJPÄJHSS`�WYL]LU[H[P]L�TLKPJPUL��^HZ�KPZ[YPI\[LK�PU�[OL�
5L^�@VYR�*P[`�HYLH��)HJR�PU�[OL�»��Z�� 0�^HZ�WHY[�VM�[OL�
northern civil rights movement.

:2!� (�KPɈLYLU[�WH[O�HS[VNL[OLY��

,9!� 0�^V\SK�NV�KV^U�[V�:[��4HYR»Z�7SHJL�[V�I\`�NPM[Z��
0� MVYNL[�^OPJO�OVSPKH`� P[�^HZ��I\[� 0� ZH^�HU� PU[LYLZ[PUN�
looking store there with many things from parts of the 
Third World, the way we called it at that time, especially 
Asia, Indonesia, Pakistan, and India. I had never seen a 
Z[VYL�SPRL�[OH[�ILMVYL��0�KPK�H�SP[[SL�YLZLHYJO�VU�[OL�UHTL��
2UVIRLYY �̀�^OPJO� PZ�H�^LHWVU� PU�ZV\[OLYU�(MYPJH� 0[»Z�H�
IHSS�H[�[OL�LUK�VM�H�Z[PJR��0[�^HZ�H�]LY`�ZPTWSL�^LHWVU��
VUL�[OH[�`V\�JV\SK�\ZL�[V�MLUK�VɈ�JHYUP]VYV\Z�HUPTHSZ��
lions especially, in protecting your goats or your sheep. 
So it was very useful, and of course it was useful man to 
man, man against man.
� 0�^HZ�PU[YPN\LK�I`�[OL�Z[VYL��^OPJO�JV]LYLK�Z\JO�
wide areas of material culture. And I was also intrigued 
I`�[OL�^VTHU�^OV�UL]LY�JHTL�[V�[OL�MYVU[�VM�[OL�Z[VYL�
where her people were working and waiting on people. 
>P[OV\[� NVPUN�VU� [VV�T\JO�� ZOL�^HZ�X\P[L� ILH\[PM\S�� 0�
^HZ�Z[Y\JR�I`�OLY��[OL�^H`�ZOL�^HZ�KYLZZLK��OLY�THUULY��
:OL�^HZ� X\PL[�� HUK� 0� [OV\NO[� [OPZ�T\Z[� IL� [OL� V^ULY��
I\[�ZOL�KPKU»[�JVTL�[V�[OL�MYVU[�VM�[OL�Z[VYL��,]LY`�[PTL�
0�^V\SK� [OPUR� VM� I\`PUN� H� NPM[� MVY� ZVTLVUL�^OV� OHK� H�
[HZ[L�MVY�ZVTL[OPUN�L_V[PJ��0»K�NV�[V�OLY�Z[VYL��4VYL�VM[LU�
[OHU� UV[�� ZOL�^HZ� PU� [OL� IHJRNYV\UK�� ZV� H[� ÄYZ[� 0� Q\Z[�
VIZLY]LK��OLY�

:2!� >OH[�^HZ�[OL�]PIL�PU�[OL�Z[VYL�H[�[OH[�[PTL&�

,9!� 0[�^HZ�]LY`�I\Z �̀�;OLYL�^LYL�^VTLU�^OV�ZOVWWLK�
[OLYL�ILJH\ZL�[OL`�OHK�\U\Z\HS�[OPUNZ�MYVT�(ZPH��)LZPKLZ�
JSV[OLZ�HUK�HKVYUTLU[Z��ZOL�OHK�HY[�MYVT�KPɈLYLU[�HYLHZ�
of the world, rugs from Afghanistan. This was in the mid-
60s, when SoHo was just opening up, and no one else 

had that type of material there. I discovered that the 
pillows she had were mostly from Africa. I was struck 
I`� [OH[� ILJH\ZL� 0� OHK� UL]LY� ZLLU� WPSSV^Z� MYVT�.OHUH�
or  Morocco.
 It turned out that she traveled to these places to 
I\ �̀�I\[�ZOL�HSZV�J\S[P]H[LK�V[OLY�^VTLU�^OV�[YH]LSLK��
I`�[OLTZLS]LZ��HUK�ZOL�IV\NO[�MYVT�[OLT��;OL`�^V\SK�
know what she wanted, and they started making sure  
0� RUL^� ^OLU� [OPUNZ� ^LYL� JVTPUN�� ILJH\ZL� 0� Z[HY[LK�
I\`PUN�[OPUNZ�MVY�T`ZLSM��9\NZ��MVY�L_HTWSL�

:2!� >HZ�[OL�ÄYZ[�[OPUN�`V\�IV\NO[�H�Y\N&

,9!� 0� OHK� UL]LY� ZLLU� ÅH[^LH]L� ILMVYL�� Y\NZ� MYVT�
(MNOHUPZ[HU��[YPIHS�Y\NZ��Y\NZ�MYVT�WHY[Z�VM�0UKPH�HUK�MYVT�
0YHU��0�̂ HZ�Z[Y\JR�I`�[OH[��([�[OH[�[PTL��SVM[Z�̂ LYL�ILJVTPUN�
WVW\SHY��HUK�PU�[OL�LHYS`�»��Z�0�IV\NO[�VUL��^OPJO�0»T�Z[PSS�
residing in, on Twenty-Second Street. I wanted to furnish 
it, and of course you need to add more material. I went 
VUL�Z[LW�M\Y[OLY��0�Z[HY[LK�ILPUN�MYPLUKS`�^P[O�OLY��[HSRPUN�
^P[O�OLY��0�ZHPK��̧ 4H`IL�̀ V\�OH]L�ZVTL[OPUN�[V�ZOV^�TL�¹�
She was surprised that I was interested in the furniture. 
 She took me to her apartment, which was on 
:L]LU[O�:[YLL[��YPNO[�ILOPUK�:[��4HYR»Z�7SHJL��0[�^HZ�]LY`�
SHYNL¶¶HIV\[�HU�LPNO[��VY�UPUL�YVVT�HWHY[TLU[¶¶HUK�ZOL�
ZHPK��¸>LSS��0»T�[OPURPUN�VM�KVPUN�ZVTL[OPUN�LSZL�HZ�MHY�HZ�
[OL�KLJVYH[PVU��ZV�PM�̀ V\»YL�PU[LYLZ[LK�PU�Z[\Ɉ��̀ V\�JHU�I\`�
HU`[OPUN�`V\�^HU[�¹�0�LUKLK�\W�[OL�WYV\K�V^ULY�VM�KLJV�
M\YUP[\YL�MYVT�[OL�7OPSPWWPULZ�HUK�Z[\Ɉ�MYVT�(MNOHUPZ[HU��
mostly rugs. There were small chairs, too. And most 
UV[HIS �̀�H�`V\UN�WYPUJL»Z�ILK�[OH[�^HZ� PU� [OL� MVYT�VM�H�
couch with arms.
� 4`� SVM[� ILJHTL� WYL[[`� MHTV\Z�� ^OPJO� PZ� VUL� VM�
the reasons I decided it was just too much. Rather than 
ILPUN�H�NHSSLY �̀�P[�SVVRLK�SPRL�H�WSH`�WSHJL�MVY�TL��0�KPKU»[�
want that. So I sold the furniture. Someone came in, 
an industrialist from northern Italy, a person of Jewish 
OLYP[HNL�^OVZL�MHTPS`�^LU[�IHJR�[V�[OL�ZL]LU[O�JLU[\Y �̀�
They were so much in love with the furniture that I sold it 
HSS�^P[OPU�H�`LHY��Q\Z[�ZV�0�JV\SK�NL[�IHJR�[V�SVVRPUN�SPRL�H�
NHSSLY`�YH[OLY�[OHU�H�WSHJL�VM�WSH �̀�;OH[�̂ HZ�:HYH»Z�[HZ[L�H[�
[OL�[PTL��0�NV[�[V�RUV^�OLY�IL[[LY�^OLU�ZOL�YLHSPaLK�[OH[�0�
was actually spending money there. I was so struck that  
0�HJ[\HSS`�^LU[�PU[V�[OL�HY[�I\ZPULZZ�

SK: Knowing that you were a civil rights lawyer, I was 
NVPUN�[V�HZR�PM�:HYH�PUÅ\LUJLK�`V\�[V�IL�KVPUN�^OH[�`V\�
are doing now?

,9!� :OL�KPK��-VY�VUL�[OPUN��0»T�VM�>LZ[�0UKPHU�OLYP[HNL��
HUK� 0�KPKU»[�RUV^�T\JO�HIV\[� QHaa�VY�(MYPJHU�(TLYPJHU�
music, the more serious kind. It turns out she was 
friends with all the avant-garde artists, whether painters, 
sculptors, or musicians, and I started meeting them, like 
6YUL[[L�*VSLTHU��:OL�J\S[P]H[LK�UHTLK�HY[PZ[Z�ILJH\ZL�
ZOL�OLYZLSM�YLHSS`�SV]LK�QHaa��/LY�ÄYZ[�[YPW�[V�,\YVWL��^OPJO�
^HZ� `LHYZ� ILMVYL�� ^HZ� ]PH� ZVTL� VM� [OL� QHaa�T\ZPJPHUZ�
who are there. Josephine Baker, who was there in 1925, 
was one of her friends. She knew everyone. So I started 
meeting people who were really into music, as she was.  
0�Z[HY[LK�ILJVTPUN�TVYL�PU[LYLZ[LK�PU�OLY�IHJRNYV\UK��
 In 1974 I opened the Grove Street Gallery, with lots 
of things purchased from Sara to make the store look 
PU[LYLZ[PUN�HUK�LSLNHU[��:HYH�[H\NO[�TL�HIV\[�JVSVY�HUK�
[L_[PSLZ��LZWLJPHSS`�[L_[PSLZ�VM�[OL�:PSR�9V\[L��0�KPZJV]LYLK�
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SANA MUSASAMA 

:HUH� 4\ZHZHTH� PZ� H� JLYHTPJ� HUK� TP_LK�TLKPH� HY[PZ[�
IHZLK� PU�5L^�@VYR��:OL� PZ�HU�LK\JH[VY�HUK�HU�HJ[P]PZ[�
dedicated to human rights causes, particularly the 
[YHɉJRPUN�VM�^VTLU�

Svetlana Kitto: How did you meet Sara?

:HUH�4\ZHZHTH!� 0�^HU[LK�[V�IL�HU�HY[PZ[�HUK�P[�^HZU»[�
anything my parents understood, coming from the 
segregated South, with Jim Crow and redlining. Their 
PKLH�VM�^OH[�[OLPY�NPYSZ�^LYL�NVPUN�[V�KV�^HZ�[V�IL�ZVJPHS�
^VYRLYZ�� [LHJOLYZ��VY�U\YZLZ��VY� QVPU� [OL�TPSP[HY �̀� ;OH[»Z�
all they knew. But I was creative and they loved it. They 
gave me art lessons and sent me to art schools. But 
when I narrowed it down to a profession, it scared them 
desperately. They thought, :OL»Z�NVPUN�[V�Z[VW��ZOL»Z�UV[�
NVPUN�[V�Z\Y]P]L��>OLU�0�ZHPK�[OH[� 0�^HZ�NVPUN�[V�IL�HU�
artist, they sat me down and said, “Sweetheart, if you 
were light-skinned Black, if you had a pointed nose, thin 
SPWZ��HUK�^H]`�OHPY�� P[�^V\SK�IL�H�WVZZPIPSP[ �̀�)\[�OH]PUN�
KHYR� IYV^U�� RPUR`� OHPY�� (MYPJHU� MLH[\YLZ�� 4VTT`� HUK�
+HKK`�KVU»[�ZLL�[OH[�HZ�H�YVSL�MVY�`V\�¹
� 0�^HZ�YLILSSPV\Z��HUK�0�ZJYLHTLK�IHJR��I\[�[OL`�Q\Z[�
KPKU»[�RUV^�HUK�[OL`�OHK�UV�]PZPVU��:V�^OH[�0�^V\SK�KV�
was to say in my mind, Greenwich Village is where artists 
SP]L��HUK�HSS�0�OH]L�[V�KV�PZ�Z[LHS�JHYMHYL�V\[�VM�[OLPY�IHNZ�
HUK� NV� [V�.YLLU^PJO� =PSSHNL�� 0� JV\SK� IL� HU� HY[PZ[�� (UK�
[OH[»Z�Q\Z[�^OH[�0�KPK¶¶VUL�KH`�0�NV[�T`�ILZ[�MYPLUK�H[�[OL�
JVYULY�HUK�ZHPK��¸0»T�NVPUN�[V�.YLLU^PJO�=PSSHNL�[V�IL�HU�
HY[PZ[��@V\�^HU[�[V�JVTL&¹
 So we went to the Village and a world opened 
\W��0[�^HZ�ILH[UPRZ��OPWWPLZ��[OL�SV]L�[OPUN��>L�^LYL�Q\Z[�
^HSRPUN�HYV\UK�HUK�ZH^�:HYH»Z�Z[VYL�

:2!� 6U�:[��4HYR»Z&

:4!� 0[�^HZ�KLÄUP[LS`�[OL�,HZ[�=PSSHNL�

:2!� 0[�^HZ�WYVIHIS`�:[��4HYR»Z�

SM: She had two places. I went to one place and then 
something happened economically and then she was in a 
very narrow place. She often sat on the stoop. 

SK: There was a shop on Seventh Street and then at 26 
:[��4HYR»Z��0�[OPUR��6[OLYZ�^LYL�H[�����:WYPUN�:[YLL[�HUK�
����>LZ[�)YVHK^H`�PU�;YP)L*H��0�KVU»[�RUV^�PM�`V\�^LU[�
to those ones.

:4!� 0� [VVR� [OL� [YHPU� HUK�NV[� VɈ� H[�:WYPUN�� HUK� [OLU� 0�
would walk all the way down almost to Broadway. And 
there was her little sliver of a shop. You went in narrow 
and it opened up into the world. 

:2!� >OH[�VJJ\YZ�[V�`V\�^OLU�`V\�[OPUR�HIV\[�[OL�ÄYZ[�
[PTL�`V\�^LU[�[V�2UVIRLYY`&

:4!� -PYZ[�VM�HSS�� 0� YLTLTILY�OLY�RPUK�VM�KL]PSPZO�ZTPSL��
as if to say, What are you guys doing here? We had a 
TV\[OM\S�VM�I\IISL�N\T��0�[OPUR�ZOL�Q\Z[�^VUKLYLK�^OH[�
these kids were doing around there. She was sitting on 
the stoop and she had on unusual clothes and her hair 
^HZ�ILH\[PM\S�
� 0� YLTLTILY�OLY�OH]PUN�H�ISHJR� SPUL�VU� [VW�VM�OLY�
eyes that made her eyes really magical, like Egyptian. She 
^HZ� RPUK� HUK� ZOL�^HZ� ZHZZ �̀� :OL� ZHPK�� ¸*VTL�VU� PU�¹�
And we came on in, and it was a whole world of rugs and 
tapestries and the smell of incense. I was just at home 
^P[O�OLY��HUK�ZOL�SL[�\Z�̂ HSR�HYV\UK��:OL�L_WSHPULK�̂ OLYL�
things came from in the world.
� ;OLU� ZOL� ZH[� KV^U� UL_[� [V� \Z� HUK� HZRLK� PM� T`�
TV[OLY� RUL^� ^OLYL� 0� ^HZ�� 0� ZHPK� `LZ�� :OL� ZHPK�� ¸0»T�
going to ask you again, does your mother know where 
`V\�HYL&¹�0�ZHPK�UV��:OL�ZHPK��¸@V\»YL�NVPUN�[V�NL[�OVTL�
ILMVYL�KHYR�¹�:V�0�SVVRLK�HYV\UK�HUK�SVVRLK�HYV\UK�HUK�
then I picked up things, clothing that I loved. And I looked 
H[� WYPJLZ� HUK� 0� RUL^� 0� JV\SKU»[� I\`� HU`[OPUN�� 0� OHK� UV�
TVUL �̀�0�OHK�ÄM[LLU�JLU[Z�[V�NL[�[OLYL��
� :OL�ZH^�TL�HKTPYL�ZVTL[OPUN�YLHSS �̀�YLHSS`�ILH\[PM\S�
[OH[�^HZ�PU�OLY�ZLJVUKOHUK�IHZRL[��5V[�ZLJVUKOHUK��I\[�
[OPUNZ� [OH[� KPKU»[� ZLSS� ZV� ZOL� OHK�THYRLK� [OLT� KV^U��
She saw me look at something really lovely and watched 
me put it on and look in the mirror. She heard me tell my 
MYPLUK�-YHUJPUL��¸0»T�HU�HY[PZ[�UV �̂¹
 She wrapped it up and gave it to me. She said, 
¸>OLU�`V\�OH]L�ZVTL�TVUL �̀�`V\�WH`�MVY�P[�¹�0�Z[PSS�OH]L�
that right now. After I had lost contact with her, I met a guy 
named Peter at one of my shows and he told me where 
she was. 

:2!� >HZ�P[�7L[LY�:[LIIPUZ&

SM: Yes. So I found that top in the house and wore it 
the day I went to the place she had in Manhattan. I asked 
[V�ZLL�OLY��0�RUL^�ZOL�^V\SKU»[�RUV^�TL�I`�UHTL��HUK� 
0�̂ VUKLYLK�PM�ZOL»K�L]LU�JVTL�KV^U��0�OLHYK�OLY�ZH �̀�̧ ;LSS�
OLY�Q\Z[�H�ML^�TPU\[LZ��Q\Z[�H�ML^�TPU\[LZ�¹�(Z�ZOL�JHTL�
down, she was walking very slowly toward me. I stood up 
^P[O�[OL�[VW�VU�HUK�ZOL�ZH`Z��¸0�RUV^�`V\�¹�1\Z[�SPRL�[OH[�

:2!� ;OH[»Z�ZV�Z^LL[�

:4!� >L� ZH[� KV^U� HUK� ^L� [HSRLK� MVY� HIV\[� MVY[`�Ä]L�
TPU\[LZ�� :OL� ^HZ� VI]PV\ZS`� \UJVTMVY[HISL�� :OL� ^HZ�
in pain.

:2!� +LÄUP[LS �̀

:4!� )\[�^OLU�ZOL�^HZU»[�PU�KPZJVTMVY[��ZOL�JV\SK�[HSR�
HIV\[�HU`[OPUN�PU�[OL�^VYSK��4\ZPJPHUZ��WLVWSL�[OH[�ZOL�
SV]LK��WLVWSL� [OH[�ZOL�JV\SKU»[�Z[HUK��:OL�J\YZLK��HUK�
she was sassy in her cursing. With people “paying the 
HZZLZ�¹�ZOL�ZHPK��¸0�^HU[�[V�YLTHPU�PUKLWLUKLU[��0�KVU»[�
ULLK� HU`VUL»Z� OLSW�� 0»T� ÄUL�¹� (UK� ^L� [HSRLK� HUK� ^L�
[HSRLK�HUK�^L�[HSRLK��6UL�VM�[OL�[OPUNZ�[OH[�0�YLTLTILY�
strongly is that she says, “Well, you know something?  
0»T�NVPUN�[V�NV�IHJR�\WZ[HPYZ�HUK�[HRL�YLZ[�¹
� 0�ZHPK��¸6RH �̀�0»T�NVPUN�[V�JVTL�IHJR�HUK�ZLL�`V\�¹� 
(UK�ZOL�ZH`Z��¸@V\�KV�Q\Z[�[OH[�¹�0�ZHPK��¸*HU�0�IYPUN�`V\�
ZVTL[OPUN&¹�:OL�ZH`Z��¸5V��0�OH]L�L]LY`[OPUN�[OH[�0�ULLK��
0�KVU»[�ULLK�HUV[OLY�VIQLJ[� PU�T`�YVVT�\WZ[HPYZ�� 0�OH]L�
WSHU[Z�¹� (UK� 0� ZHPK�� ¸>LSS�� 0� OH]L� ZVTL[OPUN� MVY� `V\�¹� 
:OL�ZH`Z��¸5V��`V\�RLLW�[OH[��0»T�ÄUL�¹

HUK�(MNOHUPZ[HU�[V�I\`�[YPIHS�Y\NZ�ILJHTL�WHY[�VM�H�ZLJYL[�
society there among mostly men and people dealing with 
Y\NZ�I`�ZOHYPUN�OLY�ISVVK�^P[O�WLVWSL�MYVT�[OL�HYLH��(UK�
P[�TH`� ZV\UK� ]LY`� \U\Z\HS�� I\[� [OLYL�^HZ� HSZV� H�^OP[L�
^VTHU�KVPUN�Z[\Ɉ�

:2!� :V�`V\»YL�ZH`PUN�:HYH�^V\SK�I\`�YV\UK[YPW�[PJRL[Z�
for people . . .

,9!� ;V�I\`�[OL�Z[\Ɉ��:OL�^VYRLK�V\[�H�KLHS��(UK�[OLZL�
^VTLU� SV]LK� [YH]LSPUN� I`� [OLTZLS]LZ�� <U[PS� HIV\[� [OL�
»��Z�VY�»��Z��^VTLU�JV\SK�[YH]LS�X\P[L�LHZPS`�PU�HSS�[OVZL�
HYLHZ��PUJS\KPUN�4\ZSPT�JV\U[YPLZ��^P[OV\[�HU`�WYVISLT�

:2!� ;OPZ� PZ� ZV� PU[LYLZ[PUN�� 0»T� RPUK� VM� V]LY^OLSTLK�
ILJH\ZL�0�OH]LU»[�OLHYK�[OPZ�Z[\Ɉ�ILMVYL��;OLYL»Z�Q\Z[�ZV�
much out there, and the more I talk to people, the more 
0� \UKLYZ[HUK�� 0[»Z� Q\Z[� ZV� YLTHYRHISL� [OH[� H� Z[VYL� HUK�H�
WSHJL�HUK�H�WLYZVU�JV\SK�IL�ZV�PTWVY[HU[�PU�H�WLYPVK�VM�
time, and then erased or disappeared.

,9!� 0[� KPKU»[� YLHSS`� KPZHWWLHY�� ILJH\ZL� :HYH� ILJHTL�
more personal in who she dealt with. She was still selling, 
I\[� ZOL� ^V\SK� NP]L� OLY� Z[\Ɉ� [V� WLVWSL� ZOL� [Y\Z[LK� [V�
ZLSS� MVY� OLY� PU� ÅLH�THYRL[Z��>L»YL� UV[� [HSRPUN� ZTHSS� ÅLH�
THYRL[Z��I\[�WSHJLZ�^OLYL�WLVWSL�^V\SK�JVTL�KV^U�[V�
MYVT�-PM[`�:L]LU[O�:[YLL[��;OL`�OHK�UV�PKLH�[OH[�[OPZ�Z[\Ɉ�
was coming from Sara. 
 I want to add that she was very intelligent. 
7YHJ[PJHSS`�HU`[OPUN�`V\�[HSRLK�HIV\[��ZOL�OHK�]LY`�KLLW�
RUV^SLKNL�HIV\[�P[��:OL�^HZ�H�WYVNYLZZP]L��H�O\THUPZ[��
And she made sure that if you wanted her opinion, you 
would get her opinion. she had an opinion on everything 
ILJH\ZL� ZOL� ^HZ� ^LSS� LK\JH[LK�� 0� OH[L� [V� \ZL� H� JVSVY�
^VYK�� I\[� ZOL»Z� H� IYV^U�ZRPUULK� ^VTHU� ^OV»Z� HU�
H\[OVYP[`�VU�[OLZL�J\S[\YLZ��:OL�JHTL�MYVT�H�IHJRNYV\UK�
where people were educated and were very interested in 
material culture. 
� (Z�0�ZHPK��ZOL�^HZ�ZO �̀�0�KPKU»[�YLHSPaL�\U[PS�KLHSPUN�
^P[O� OLY� HUK� Z\WWS`PUN� OLY� ^P[O� Z[\Ɉ� [OH[� ZVTL[PTLZ�
you would want to give her advice as to how to deal 
so she could make more money. People are always 
W\ZOPUN� [OLTZLS]LZ�HUK�ILPUN� [OPZ�HUK� [OH[��:OL�KPKU»[�
KV�[OH[��ZOL�KPKU»[�VWLYH[L�[OH[�^H �̀�HUK�OLY�VWPUPVU�^HZ�
highly valued.

SK: It sounds like we could talk for a long time, 
I\[� SL[� TL� HZR� `V\�� ÄUHSS �̀� [V� KLZJYPIL� [OL� ^VYSK]PL^�
ILOPUK�2UVIRLYY �̀

,9!� 0�^V\SK�ZH`�ZOL�PUÅ\LUJLK�TL�I`�LSL]H[PUN�^VYSK�
treasures or world culture, visual culture, looking at it as 
all connected and something that you can learn. I went on 
my own to try to understand African material, terracotta, 
HUK�[V�YLZLHYJO�HUK�KL]LSVW�H�SPIYHY`�VM�*OPULZL�IVVRZ�
HUK� HJX\PYL� H� THQVY� (MYPJHU� OPZ[VY`� HUK� J\S[\YL� IVVR�
collection, to join some of the smaller museums, personal 
museums that people had. I joined those so I could 
SLHYU�TVYL�� ILJH\ZL� P[»Z� HSS� JVUULJ[LK�� HZ� `V\�JHU� ZLL�
physically on a map. You can trace Buddhism, you can 
trace the culture of even the smaller countries, Indonesia 
ILPUN�RL`�[V�\UKLYZ[HUKPUN�(MYPJHU�HUK�0UKPHU�KLZPNU�
 Of course now we are so much into the diaspora, 
which comes in very handy when looking at French 
Guiana, Nova Scotia, or Harlem. We have discovered that 

[OL�HYLH�[OH[�V\Y�NHSSLY`�B@V\UN�9VILY[ZVUD�PZ�PU��VU�;̂ LU[`�
:LJVUK�HUK�-SH[PYVU��\ZLK� [V�IL�H�)SHJR�KPZ[YPJ[��;OLYL�
^LYL� ^OP[LZ� OLYL� [VV�� I\[� [OLYL� HYL� UPUL[LLU[O�JLU[\Y`�
photographs of African Americans who commissioned 
the portraits. They lived here, this was their area. People 
have said too that Central Park, parts of Central Park, 
were a Black area.
� ;OL� (MYPJHU� (TLYPJHU� HYLH� L_[LUKLK� KV^U� [V�
*P[`� /HSS� HUK� [OL� (MYPJHU� I\YPHS� NYV\UK� YPNO[� ILOPUK� P[��
;OH[»Z�^O`�[OLYL�HYL�ZV�THU`�TVU\TLU[Z�[OLYL�[V�)SHJR�
J\S[\YL¶¶ILJH\ZL� P[� ^HZ� H� )SHJR� HYLH�� ,HYS`� ,\YVWLHU�
ZL[[SLYZ�^LYL�UV[�HNYPJ\S[\YHSPZ[Z��[OL`�KPKU»[�RUV^�OV^�[V�
NYV^�HU`[OPUN��;OL`�^LYL�MLK�I`�)SHJR�WLVWSL�^OV�JHTL�
from farming cultures in West Africa or Guinea and had 
MHYTZ��;VKH`�^L�JHU�LZ[HISPZO� [OL�JVUULJ[PVU�IL[^LLU�
West African countries and the cotton and rice cultures in 
the eastern United States. We can show the connections 
HUK�NL[� H� IL[[LY� PKLH� VM� OV^� ]PZ\HS� HUK� HY[PZ[PJ� J\S[\YL�
L_WHUKLK� PU� [OL� UPUL[LLU[O� HUK� [^LU[PL[O� JLU[\Y �̀� 0[»Z�
there and we can prove it.

:2!� @LHO�� [OH[»Z� HTHaPUN�� 0Z� [OLYL� HU`[OPUN� LSZL� `V\�
want to share?

,9!� 6UL� ^V\SK� OH]L� [V� YLHSS`� IL� KLKPJH[LK� [V� [YHJR�
down what Sara did and how she did it. I know that she 
JV\SK»]L�ILLU�]LY`�HɊ\LU[�PM�ZOL�OHK�OLSK�VU�[V�[OL�SHYNL�
loft that she owned and lost. But that was not her. She 
^HZ�H�YVTHU[PJ�HUK�ZOL�ILSPL]LK�PU�ZOHYPUN��:VTL�WLVWSL�
TH`�JVUZPKLY�[OH[�K\TI��[V�SVZL�HSS�`V\Y�TVUL �̀�:OL�TH`�
OH]L�SVZ[�OLY�TVUL �̀�I\[�ZOL�YLTHPULK�:HYH�7LUU��;OH[�
was important to her.
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� >OH[�OP[�TL�ZV�T\JO�HIV\[�P[�[OH[�KH`�PZ�^OLU�^L�
Z[VVK� \W� [V� ZH`� NVVKI`L�� 0� O\NNLK� OLY�� HUK� ZOL� ZHPK��
¸@V\�NV�¹� 0»SS�UL]LY� MVYNL[� [OH[��:OL�ZHPK��¸@V\�NV�¹�:OL�
^V\SKU»[�NV�\U[PS� 0»K�^HSR�V\[�VM� [OH[� SVII �̀� 0� YLTLTILY�
standing up and looking at her. And as I walked away, 
0� RLW[� [\YUPUN�IHJR� [V� SVVR�H[�OLY�� HUK�ZOL�^H]LK�^P[O�
H� ILH\[PM\S� ZTPSL�� I\[� ZOL� ^V\SKU»[� SL[� TL� ^H[JO� OLY�
walk away from me. She made me walk away from her. 
>OLU�0�NV[�V\[ZPKL�� 0�RLW[� SVVRPUN�IHJR�H[�[OL�I\PSKPUN��
I\[� [OL�NSHZZ�WYL]LU[LK�TL� MYVT� YLHSS`�ZLLPUN�OLY��:OL�
OHK�H�JHUL�HUK�ZVTL[OPUN�ZHPK�[V�TL��@V\»SS�UL]LY�ZLL�
OLY� HNHPU�� :HUH�� @V\»SS� UL]LY� ZLL� OLY� HNHPU�� (UK� [OLU� 
0�ZHPK�[V�T`ZLSM�[OH[�0�^HZ�SLH]PUN�MVY�*HTIVKPH��0�ZHPK�PM� 
I never see Sara again, that image of her standing up 
SPRL�H�ZVSKPLY�HUK�ZH`PUN�¸@V\�NV¹�PZ�^OH[�0�^HU[LK�OLY�[V�
leave me with.

:2!� ;OH[»Z�H�ILH\[PM\S�Z[VY �̀

:4!� 0�UL]LY�ZH^�OLY�HNHPU��0�^LU[�[V�*HTIVKPH��0�JHTL�
IHJR�HUK�ZOL�^HZ�NVUL��

:2!� >V �̂� 0Z� [OH[� [OL� ÄYZ[� [PTL� `V\»K� ZLLU� OLY� PU� HSS�
that time?

:4!� 4H`IL�[^LU[`�Ä]L�`LHYZ�

:2!� /VSK�VU��:V�`V\�^LU[�IHJR�[V�2UVIRLYY`&�

:4!� :HYH�RLW[�TV]PUN��HUK�0�[OPUR�I`�[OLU�ZOL�OHK�HU�
internal store in a private place like her loft or her home. 
:OL�KPKU»[�Z[H`�PU�WSHJLZ�SVUN�ILJH\ZL�[OL`�^LYL�HS^H`Z�
NLU[YPM`PUN� HUK� JOHUNPUN�� 3HUKSVYKZ� W\SSLK� IHJR� VU�
SLHZLZ�HUK�ZVSK�[OLT�[V�IPN�MHUJ`�Z[VYLZ��SPRL�(WWSL��
 The other thing is I was seventeen or eighteen when  
we met, and went on to college and then travel in Africa, 
HUK�[PTL�^LU[�I �̀�0[�JV\SK�OH]L�ILLU�L]LU�[OPY[`�`LHYZ��

:2!� >OLU� `V\�^LU[� [V� 2UVIRLYY �̀� KPK� `V\� NV� [V� [OL�
store more than once?

:4!� 0�KPK��ILJH\ZL�0�^LU[�IHJR�[V�WH`�OLY�[OL�TVUL �̀�
She said she had a lot of musicians in there playing music. 
1Haa��0�[OPUR�ZOL�KPKU»[�MLLS�[OH[�P[�̂ HZ�HU�HWWYVWYPH[L�WSHJL�
for my age. The jazz musicians that were there looked at 
me like I was a piece of meat, and Sara picked up on that 
and she took that money and guided me toward the door. 
:OL�KPKU»[�^HU[�TL�[V�IL�PU�[OLYL�
 I think her store went into an apartment. Sometimes 
WLVWSL�NH]L�OLY�L]LU[Z�VY�ZHSLZ�PU�[OLPY�SVM[Z��I\[�HSS�[OH[»Z�
RPUK�VM�IS\YY`�MVY�TL��

SK: It seems like you have a worldview that is similar in 
[LYTZ�VM�SVVRPUN�IL`VUK�[OL�<UP[LK�:[H[LZ�MVY�PUMVYTH[PVU�
HIV\[� SPML�HUK� [OL�^VYSK��+V�`V\� [OPUR� [OH[� ZOL�OHK�HU�
PUÅ\LUJL�VU�`V\�H[�HSS&

:4!� 0� [OPUR�ZOL�T\Z[�OH]L��ILJH\ZL�L]LY`�VIQLJ[� [OH[�
ZOL� [HSRLK� HIV\[� JHTL� MYVT� H� MHYH^H`� WSHJL� [OH[� 0»K�
UL]LY�OLHYK�VM��;OPZ�THKL�TL�NV�OVTL�HUK�NL[�H�NSVIL��
I looked at these places and would think, Wow, this is 
surrounded by water. /V^�KV�`V\�NL[�[OLYL&�0�YLTLTILY�
T`�TV[OLY�ZH`PUN��¸@V\�[HRL�HU�HPYWSHUL��OVUL �̀¹
 This was India and the Middle East. Sara had 
[OPUNZ¶¶[HWLZ[YPLZ��ILHKZ��I\[[VUZ��HUK�ZOVLZ¶¶MYVT�HSS�

over the world. She gave me the sense that the world was 
VWLU�[V�TL�[V�[YH]LS�HZ�HU�HY[PZ[�L]LU�[OV\NO�0�JV\SKU»[�
HɈVYK�P[��([�[OL�JVUJS\ZPVU�VM�T`�\UKLYNYHK\H[L�KLNYLL��0�
MLS[�ZV�\ULK\JH[LK��ZV�0�ZHPK�[V�T`ZLSM��:HUH��̀ V\»YL�NVPUN�
[V�[YH]LS�HYV\UK�[OL�̂ VYSK��@V\»YL�NVPUN�[V�ÄUK�WSHJLZ�[OH[�
:HYH�WVZZPIS`�SP]LK�PU�VY�^LU[�[V��@V\»YL�NVPUN�[V�KV�[OH[��
0�Z[HY[LK�[YH]LSPUN�HYV\UK�[OL�^VYSK�I`�T`ZLSM�HUK�0�KPK�P[�
VU�HUK�VɈ�MVY�[LU�`LHYZ��0�^LU[�[V�0UKPH��0�^LU[�[V�*OPUH��0�
went to Vietnam. I spent a lot of time in Africa, then went 
[V�0ZYHLS��0�[OLU�KV\ISLK�IHJR�HUK�^LU[�[V�ZVTL�VM�[OLZL�
places to see them in another season. Mendiland is one 
WSHJL�PU�[OL�KY`�ZLHZVU�HUK�HU�LU[PYLS`�KPɈLYLU[�WSHJL�PU�
the rainy season. And then I went to graduate school. 
(M[LY�NYHK\H[L�ZJOVVS��0�OHK�[V�NL[�H�QVI�HUK�Z[HY[�WH`PUN�
for all this education that I should have gotten.

:2!� 0»T� ^P[O� `V\�� (SZV�� MYVT� ^OH[� 0� \UKLYZ[HUK�� 
P[� ^V\SK� OH]L� ILLU� YHYL� [V� ZLL� HU� (MYPJHU� (TLYPJHU�
^VTHU�V^UPUN�H�I\ZPULZZ�PU�[OL�TPKZ[�VM�[OVZL�ZOVWZ��

:4!� 0[�^HZU»[� JVTTVU�H[� HSS�� (UK� P[�^LU[� HNHPUZ[� [OL�
grain of what my mother and father told me against the arts.

:2!� ,_HJ[S �̀

:4!� :HYH�^HZ�UV[�HZ�IYV^U�HZ�TL��I\[�ZOL�^HZ�IYV^U��
and she looked Black and she had kinky hair like me. And 
ZOL�TV]LK� HUK� [YH]LSLK� LɈVY[SLZZS �̀� ^P[OV\[� MLHY�� :V� P[�
^HZ� PU� [OL� IHJR� VM�T`�TPUK� [OH[� VUL� KH`� 0�^V\SK� ZLL�
:HYH»Z�^VYSK�VU�[OL�YVHK�

SK: She had a mother who was very rigid and strict,  
a church kind of person, so Sara trained as a social 
worker. She was working as a social worker in New York 
HUK�Q\Z[�KPKU»[�^HU[�[V�KV�P[��:OL�HS^H`Z�^HU[LK�[V�IL�H�
RPUK�VM�HY[PZ[�HUK�[V�IL�HYV\UK�HY[PZ[Z��HUK�ZOL�^HU[LK�[V�
do something else. Her mom was always trying to keep 
OLY�VU�[OL�Z[YHPNO[�HUK�UHYYV �̂�HUK�ZOL�KPKU»[�Z\JJLLK��
:HYH�YLILSSLK��[VV��

SM: When I was with her that day, she talked a lot 
HIV\[�QHaa�T\ZPJPHUZ�PU�HUK�V\[�VM�OLY�SPML��:OL�OPU[LK�H[�
H�]LY`�\UOHWW`�THYYPHNL�[V�TL��I\[�ZOL�HSZV�ZWVRL�HIV\[�
jumping over the hurdles. It sounded like some of them 
^LYL�KPZOVULZ[� HUK�TH`IL�^VTHUPaLYZ��I\[� ZOL�WYL[[`�
much jumped over it.

:2!� :OL� [VSK�TL�HIV\[� SP]PUN� PU�,\YVWL�HUK� [YH]LSPUN�
[OYV\NO�(MYPJH�OLYZLSM��ILPUN� [YLH[LK� SPRL�H�X\LLU� [OLYL��
(IV\[� OH]PUN� [OL� L_WLYPLUJL� VM� SLH]PUN� [OL� <:� HZ� HU�
(MYPJHU� (TLYPJHU� ^VTHU� HUK� ILPUN� [YLH[LK� ZV� T\JO�
IL[[LY�PU�,\YVWL��[VV��)HZPJHSS`�L]LY`^OLYL�L_JLW[�OLYL�
� :OL� OHK� PKLHZ� HYV\UK� IYPUNPUN� V[OLY�^VYSKSPULZZ�
not just to white America. She worked with women from 
HSS�RPUKZ�VM�IHJRNYV\UKZ��^VTLU�VM�JVSVY��[V�[Y`�[V�IYPUN�
in things that would disrupt this culture of whiteness. She 
really wanted to disrupt that. That was my understanding.

SM: She certainly did it in the way she adorned herself 
and how she moved around the world, for sure. The world 
^HZ�VU�OLY�IVK �̀

:2!� ;OH[»Z�ILH\[PM\S�

SM: As a young Black girl, my eyes went everywhere 

looking at her. And she was so kind––she would pat 
the seat to tell you to sit down. But that day she got 
VɈ�[OL�LSL]H[VY��ZOL�^HSRLK�]LY �̀�]LY �̀�]LY �̀�]LY`�ZSV^S`�
[V^HYK�TL��>OLU�0�Z[VVK�\W�HUK�ZOL�ZHPK��¸0�RUV^�`V\�¹�
P[� [V\JOLK�TL��)LJH\ZL� 0� RUV^� P[�^HZ�V]LY� [^LU[`�Ä]L�
`LHYZ�HM[LY�^L�TL[��4VYL�[OHU�[OH[��WYVIHIS �̀

:2!� 4VYL� [OHU� [OH[�� 0M� `V\»YL� ZH`PUN� `V\� ^LU[� [OLYL�
when you were seventeen, it was like forty years.

:4!� 0�KVU»[�RUV^� PM� PU� [OH[� [PTL�WLYPVK� 0�L]LY�I\TWLK�
into Sara at the loft parties where a lot of Black musicians 
^LYL��0�KVU»[�YLTLTILY�UV^�PM�:HYH�^HZ�PU�[OVZL�JS\Z[LYZ�
VY�UV[��)\[�0�KV�RUV^�H�I\UJO�VM�)SHJR�T\ZPJPHU�TLU��HUK�
her name always comes up. I went to a party a few years 
HNV�^P[O�H�JVSSLHN\L�^OV�PZ�WYVIHIS`�:HYH»Z�WLLY��;OLZL�
TLU�[OH[�^LYL�[OLYL�HYL�JLY[HPUS`�PU�[OL�LPNO[`�HUK�HIV]L�
JH[LNVY �̀�ILJH\ZL�VUL�VM�[OLT�0�RUV^�HZ�T`�[LHJOLY�HUK�
he made eighty-three.

SK: Wow.

SM: She moved around in that world.

ELENA SOLOW

Elena Solow is a jewelry designer and collector living in 
New York.

:]L[SHUH�2P[[V!� *HU� `V\� [LSS� TL� HIV\[� :HYH»Z�
ÄYZ[��Z[VYL&

,SLUH�:VSV^!� 0[� ^HZ� VU� :L]LU[O� :[YLL[�� ;OH[»Z�
^OLYL�0�TL[�OLY��0�IV\NO[�H�JOVSP�[OLYL��0[�^HZ�[^LU[`�Ä]L�
dollars and I had to put it on layaway.

:2!� +V�`V\�YLTLTILY�^OH[�[OL�JOVSP�SVVRLK�SPRL&�

,:!� 0[� ^HZ� ILH\[PM\S�� 0[� ^HZ� ZPSR� HUK� LTIYVPKLY �̀�
:HYH�KPK�ZV�THU`� [OPUNZ��:OL�OHK�HU�L_OPIP[PVU�H[� [OL�
Smithsonian in Washington and she was in =VN\L and 
L]LY`[OPUN�LSZL��:OL�OHK�H�IPN�ZJYHWIVVR��I\[�^OLYL�OLY�
[OPUNZ�HYL�UVIVK`�RUV^Z��

SK: When I interviewed her once, she showed me all 
these newspaper clippings and asked me to keep them 
for her.

ES: And you took pictures of them?

:2!� @LHO��0�OH]L�H�SV[�VM�[OH[�Z[\Ɉ�

,:!� )LJH\ZL�ZOL�^HZ�ZV�RUV^SLKNLHISL�

SK: Tell me how you met Sara.

ES: When I would come to New York in the summertime 
MYVT�4L_PJV�� 0� SP]LK�ULHY� [OLYL�� 0�TL[�9LUVPY�+HYYL[[�H[�
2UVIRLYY`� HUK�^L� ILJHTL� MYPLUKZ�� 0[�^HZ� VU�:L]LU[O�
:[YLL[��^OLYL� 0�^V\SK� ZVTL[PTLZ� Z\ISL[� HU� HWHY[TLU[�� 
I loved working there. She did some funny things.

SK: Tell me.

ES: All these famous people would come to the one 
VU� :[��4HYR»Z�� 1HUPZ� 1VWSPU�^HZ� VUL�� :HYH� OHK� WLVWSL�
ZPNU�[OL�^HSS��I\[�0�KVU»[�RUV^�PM�ZOL�L]LY�[VVR�H�WPJ[\YL�
of that. A lot of musicians. I think they just used Sara.  
And then there were people who would steal, come in 
HUK�[HRL� [OL�JSV[OLZ��ZV�^L�OHK�[V�^H[JO�� 0� YLTLTILY�
one time someone stole something and Sara saw 
the person on the street in the thing. She went out on  
:[��4HYR»Z�7SHJL�HUK�YPWWLK�P[�VɈ�VM�OLY�

:2!� .VVK�MVY�OLY��:OL�^HZ�ÄLYJL��>OLU�`V\�ZH`�[OH[�
musicians were using her, what do you mean?

,:!� :OL�THKL�[OLZL�ILH\[PM\S�[OPUNZ�MVY�[OLT�[V�^LHY�
[V� WSH �̀� I\[� H� SV[� VM� [OLT� KPKU»[� WH`� MVY� [OLT�� 1HUPZ�
Joplin did.

SK: Right.

,:!� :OL� ^HZ� NVVK� MYPLUKZ� ^P[O� 6YUL[[L� B*VSLTHUD�� 
0�TL[�+VU�B*OLYY`D�HUK�6YUL[[L�[OYV\NO�:HYH��
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SK: What was she like to work for when she was 
`V\Y��IVZZ&

ES: She was very nice.

SK: She was nice?

ES: Well, she never screamed at us or anything as long 
as we folded things and helped people. We were good 
ILJH\ZL�^L�HSS�^VYRLK�[OLYL�KPɈLYLU[�[PTLZ��;OLYL�^HZ�
another girl, Cheryl, a young white girl who was sort of 
innocent. She was a kind of manager of the store on St. 
4HYR»Z�7SHJL�

SK: Did you design some of the jewelry? 

,:!� 5V��0�ILNHU�ZLSSPUN�T`�QL^LSY`�KLZPNUZ�`LHYZ�SH[LY��
:VTL[PTLZ� :HYH� W\[� [OPUNZ� [VNL[OLY�� I\[� TVZ[S`� ZOL�
IV\NO[� YLHSS`� MHI\SV\Z� Z[\Ɉ� MYVT� ;\YRTLUPZ[HU�� (MYPJH��
from every place. 

:2!� *HU�`V\�[LSS�TL�HIV\[�[OL�KPɈLYLUJLZ�IL[^LLU�[OL�
SVJH[PVUZ�VM�:HYH»Z�Z[VYLZ&�-\TP�B:JOTPK[D�ZHPK�[OL�TVZ[�
THNPJHS�VUL�^HZ�VU�:[��4HYR»Z�

,:!� 0[� ^HZ� MHI\SV\Z�� I\[� 0� SPRLK� [OL� VUL� VU� :L]LU[O�
:[YLL[�� [VV�� ;OH[� ^HZ� OLY� ÄYZ[� VUL�� :L]LU[O� :[YLL[�
IL[^LLU�:LJVUK�HUK�;OPYK�

:2!� *HU�`V\�[LSS�TL�HIV\[�P[&

ES: It was a small store. There were other neat stores 
HYV\UK�� ;OPZ� V[OLY� NPYS�� )HYIHYH� :OH\T�� OHK� VUL�� :OL�
THKL�ZHUKHSZ��OPWWPL�ZHUKHSZ��:HYH�SP]LK�VU�:P_[O�:[YLL[��
\WZ[HPYZ��HUK�WLVWSL�IYV\NO[�[OPUNZ�I �̀�:OL�Q\Z[�OHK�[OL�
TVZ[�ILH\[PM\S�[OPUNZ�HUK�ZOL�RUL^�OV^�[V�KPZWSH`�[OLT�� 
� :OL�RUL^�HIV\[� [OLT�HUK�ZOL�IV\NO[�^OH[�ZOL�
^HU[LK��;OLU�ZOL�TV]LK�[V�:[��4HYR»Z�7SHJL��;OH[�^HZ�
IPNNLY� HUK� [OLYL� ^LYL� H� SV[� VM� [OPUNZ� NVPUN� VU� PU� :[��
4HYR»Z�7SHJL��(JYVZZ�[OL�Z[YLL[��[OLYL�^HZ�T\ZPJ��(UK�HSS�
[OLZL�MHI\SV\Z�Z[VYLZ��(IIPL�/VɈTHU�SP]LK�PU�H�I\PSKPUN�
ULHYI �̀�/L�^HZ�^LPYK��/L�NH]L�TL�[OL�IVVR�Steal This 
Book that someone actually stole from me. There were 
PU[LYLZ[PUN�WLVWSL��;OLYL�HYLU»[�HU`�IVOLTPHUZ�HU`TVYL�
ILJH\ZL�[OL`�JHU»[�HɈVYK�[V�SP]L�PU�5L^�@VYR��@V\�^V\SK�
OLHY�T\ZPJ�HSS�[OL�[PTL�VU�[OL�Z[YLL[Z�ILJH\ZL�T\ZPJPHUZ�
could live there, and dancers and actors. 

:2!� 2UVIRLYY`�H[[YHJ[LK�[OH[�[`WL�VM�IVOLTPHU&

,:!� @LZ��H� SV[�VM�WLVWSL�� 0[�^HZ� SPRL�HU�VHZPZ�� 0�KPKU»[�
^VYR�[OLYL�L]LY`�KH`�ILJH\ZL�0�HSZV�^VYRLK�WHY[�[PTL�PU�
[OL�7LHJL�HUK�-YLLKVT�4V]LTLU[��(UK�[OLU�0�^V\SK�IL�
PU�4L_PJV��(U`^H �̀�P[�̂ HZ�H�KPɈLYLU[�[PTL��5V �̂�̀ V\�JHU»[�
VWLU�H�ZTHSS�I\ZPULZZ��0[�OHZ�[V�IL�[OL�.HW�VY�ZVTL[OPUN�
ILJH\ZL�[OL�YLU[Z�HYL�ZV�KPZN\Z[PUN�

:2!� >LYL� [OLYL� V[OLY� Z[VYLZ� SPRL� :HYH»Z�� VY� ^HZ� P[�
really distinct?

,:!� ;OLYL�^LYLU»[�THU`�L[OUPJ�Z[VYLZ�[OLU��;OLYL�^HZ�
VUL� VU� .YLLU^PJO� (]LU\L� PU� [OL� =PSSHNL�� ^OLYL� :P_[O�
Avenue is and Greenwich Avenue slides up. Some lady 
OHK�ZVTL�L[OUPJ�[OPUNZ�[OLYL�I\[�UV[�SPRL�:HYH��UV[�SPRL�
:HYH»Z�H[�HSS��5V��;OLU�� 0�N\LZZ��KLZPNULYZ�^V\SK�JVTL�

PU�HUK� [OL`�Z[HY[LK�JVW`PUN�ILJH\ZL�:HYH�THKL� [OLZL�
QHJRL[Z�HUK�IHNZ�HUK�[OVZL�RPUKZ�VM�[OPUNZ��

:2!� >OH[�V[OLY�Z[VYPLZ�KV�`V\�OH]L�HIV\[�:HYH&

ES: She was just an interesting person. And she 
helped so many people.

SK: Who did she help?

ES: Like people that used to come in and say, “Where 
JHU�0�I\`�̂ OVSLZHSL&¹�(UK�ZOL�̂ V\SK�Q\Z[�[LSS�[OLT�̂ OLYL�
[V�NV��0�ZHPK��¸:HYH��KVU»[�NP]L�[OLT�[OH[�PUMVYTH[PVU�¹

:2!� 0[»Z� IHK� MVY� I\ZPULZZ�� :V�� ZOL� ^HZU»[� H�
I\ZPULZZ^VTHU�PU�ZVTL�^H`Z&

,:!� :OL�^HZ�UV[� [OH[�NYLH[�H[�I\ZPULZZ�ILJH\ZL�ZOL�
was very generous. She helped musicians and she 
went to a lot of cultural Black events at museums and 
Z[\Ɉ�� :OL� ^V\SK� NL[� KYLZZLK� WYL[[ �̀� :OL� HS^H`Z� ^VYL�
ZVTL[OPUN�ILH\[PM\S��ZVTL�RPUK�VM�)HSVJOPZ[HU��8\L[[H��
VY� ,[OPVWPHU� [OPUN� HUK� H� IPN� ULJRSHJL�^P[O� IPN� HTILY��
:OL�OHK�MHI\SV\Z�[HZ[L�

SK: Do you think of her as an artist?

,:!� @LZ�� 0[»Z�HU�HY[� [V�IL�HISL�[V�W\[�H�Z[VYL�[VNL[OLY�
and decorate the way she did. She had such a good 
eye. She picked out such great things. People she 
ILJHTL� MYPLUKZ�^P[O�^V\SK�IYPUN�OLY� Z[\Ɉ� MYVT�WSHJLZ�
like Afghanistan and Indonesia. For Christmas once she 
NH]L�TL�H�ILH\[PM\S�JOHPY�MYVT�[OL�:PUKO�+LZLY[�HUK�[OPZ�
ILH\[PM\S�JVH[�0�OH]L�

:2!� >LYL�`V\�VUL�VM�:HYH»Z�.PYSZ&

ES: I worked there.

:2!� 0�RUV �̂�I\[�1VHUUL�B9VIPUZVU�/PSSD�ZHPK�[OH[�`V\�HSS�
^LYL�JHSSLK�:HYH»Z�.PYSZ�

ES: I guess so. 

:2!� *HU�`V\�[LSS�TL�HIV\[�TLL[PUN�1HUPZ�1VWSPU&

,:!� :OL� ^HZ� ZV� UPJL�� I\[� ZOL� ZTLSSLK� SPRL� HSJVOVS��
HUK�0»T�UV[�HU�HSJVOVS�WLYZVU��:OL�^HZ�ZV�UPJL��:VTL�
WLVWSL� HYLU»[� UPJL�� VY� [OL`»YL� JYLLW �̀� :OL� ^HZ� UPJL��
HUK�ZV�^LYL�[OL�N\`Z�[OH[�^LYL�PU�1PTP�/LUKYP_»Z�IHUK�� 
� :HYH�OHK�H�MHI\SV\Z�Z[VYL�PU�;YP)L*H��I\[�P[�̂ HZ�[VV�
PUUV]H[P]L�MVY�[OL�ULPNOIVYOVVK�H[�[OL�[PTL��,]LU[\HSS �̀�
the landlord wanted something else there. In the early 
� ��Z��ZOL�ZWLU[�UPNO[Z�PU�[OL�>LZ[�=PSSHNL�ILJH\ZL�OLY�
IV`MYPLUK�ILMVYL�0�RUL^�OLY��[OL�THU�ZOL�SV]LK�[OL�TVZ[��
was there.

SK: Wolf Khan.

,:!� :OL� RUL^� 9VILY[� +L� 5PYV»Z� MH[OLY�� 3V\PZL�
Nevelson used to come in. Nevelson was her slave.  
:OL� SV]LK� :HYH�� 3L[� TL� YLHK� MYVT� H� IVVR� [OH[� OHZ� H�
JOHW[LY� HIV\[� :HYH� B1VLS� 3VILU[OHS�� 9HKPJHS� 9HNZ!�
-HZOPVUZ� VM� [OL� :P_[PLZ�� (IIL]PSSL� 7YLZZ�� �  �D!� ¸)`�
� ����^OLU�ZOL�VWLULK�OLY�Z[VYL�� [OL�O\I�VM�IVOLTPH�

was shifting east. Once called the Lower East Side,  
5L^�@VYR»Z�KV^U[V^U�,HZ[LYU�,\YVWLHU�NOL[[V�^HZ�MHZ[�
ILPUN�YLUHTLK�[OL�,HZ[�=PSSHNL��(U�H]HU[�NHYKL�JVSVU`�
[VVR� YVV[�^OLU�HY[PZ[Z�ILNHU�ÅLLPUN� [OL�ZWPYHSPUN� YLU[Z�
and raucous crowds that had descended upon the West 
=PSSHNL� K\YPUN� [OL� MVSR� T\ZPJ� JYHaL� VM� [OL� LHYS`� »��Z�� 
º0»K�ILLU�H�ZVJPHS�^VYRLY�H[�4VIPSPaH[PVU�MVY�@V\[O�VU�[OL�
3V^LY� ,HZ[� :PKL�� ^VYRPUN� ^P[O� KY\N�HI\ZPUN� [LLUHNL�
NHUNZ�»� 7LUU� L_WSHPUZ�� º0� KLJPKLK� [OH[� 0� KPKU»[�^HU[� [V�
JVU[PU\L�»� 7LUU»Z� Z[VYL� Z\WWSPLK� H� WLYZVUHS� KLTHUK�
LJOVLK� I`� ^VTLU� HJYVZZ� [OL� JP[ �̀� º0� ^HU[LK� [V� ^LHY�
WHU[Z�� 0� ^HU[LK� HSS� RPUKZ� VM� WHU[Z� [V� IL� HJJLZZPISL�»�
2UVIRLYY`� ILNHU� HZ� H� ZV\YJL� MVY� ZVM[S`� KYHWLK� 0UKPHU�
JOHYP�KVVY��N\LYYHYH��HUK�JOHS^HS�WHU[HSVVUZ�¹

:2!� 7HU[HSVVUZ��2LLW�YLHKPUN�

ES: “The integrity of the civil rights crusader could, in 
[OL� »��Z�� KV]L[HPS� ]LY`� LHZPS`� ^P[O� [OL� PU[YHUZPNLUJL� VM�
H� JOHTWPVU� VM� H]HU[�NHYKL� YLNHSPH�� º([� :L[[SLTLU[� MVY�
@V\[O��^L�^HU[LK� [V�KYHTH[PaL�H� SP[[SL� MHISL�I`�.LVYNL�
Bernard Shaw called ;OL� (K]LU[\YLZ� VM� H� )SHJR� .PYS�
PU�/LY�:LHYJO� MVY�.VK�»� :OH^»Z� WHYHISL� L_[VSSZ� H� JOPSK�
PU�:V\[O�(MYPJH�^OV� ºSLH]LZ�H�TPZZPVU�� [HRLZ�VɈ�HSS�OLY�
JSV[OLZ��HUK� Q\Z[�NVLZ�V\[�^P[O�H�RUVIRLYY �̀»¹� 0�OH]L�H�
RUVIRLYYPL�OLYL�

:2!� 0[»Z�H�Z[PJR�

,:!� (� YLHS� VSK� VUL��^P[O� [OL� IHSS� VU� P[�� :V�� ¸(U`[PTL�
she encounters anyone who tries to tell her who God 
is, she just hits them with this stick and keeps going in 
her personal search. Shifting from social work to retail, 
7LUU� YL[HPULK� [OL� º2UVIRLYY`»�HZ�H�WLYZVUHS�Z`TIVS�� º0�
[OV\NO[��PM�HU`VUL�[LSSZ�\Z�̂ OH[�MHZOPVU�PZ�̂ L»YL�Q\Z[�NVPUN�
[V�OP[�[OLT�^P[O�V\Y�¸Z[PJR¹¶¶V\Y�Z[VYL��>L»SS�KPZJV]LY�V\Y�
V^U�MHZOPVU�»¹�
� >OLUL]LY�̂ L�ZVSK�ZVTL[OPUN��̂ L�L_WSHPULK�̂ OLYL�
P[�^HZ�MYVT��HIV\[�[OL�WLVWSL�HUK�[OLPY�WOPSVZVWOPLZ��HSS�
the history that we were never taught growing up in the 
<:�� :HYH� RLW[� HSS� [OLZL� IVVRZ� HUK�THWZ� HUK�^L� OHK�
[V� [LHJO� V\YZLS]LZ� HIV\[� WSHJLZ� ^L»K� UL]LY� OLHYK� VM��
0� YLTLTILY� [Y`PUN� [V� [LSS� 1PTP�/LUKYP_»Z� KY\TTLY�VUJL�
HIV\[�^OLYL� [OPZ� [LU[PUN�OL�^HU[LK�JHTL�MYVT�� 0�KVU»[�
[OPUR�OL�^HZ�YLHS�PU[LYLZ[LK��I\[�ZVTL�WLVWSL�^LYL�

:2!� ;OPZ� PZ� [OL� ÄYZ[� [PTL� 0»T� OLHYPUN� [OH[� ^OLU� `V\�
would sell something at the store you would have to 
L_WSHPU�P[Z�VYPNPUZ��;OH[�^HZ�OLY�Y\SL&

,:!� >L�OHK�[V�RUV �̂�@V\�JV\SKU»[�Q\Z[�ZH �̀�¸/LYL��KV�
`V\�̂ HU[�[OPZ&¹�@V\�OHK�[V�ZH �̀�̧ ;OPZ�PZ�MYVT�;\YRTLUPZ[HU��
0[»Z�PU�[OL�TPKKSL�VM�^OLYL]LY�P[�PZ�V]LY�[OLYL�¹�
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CAPTIONS

� � 7YVNYHT�MVY�JVTTLUJLTLU[�L_LYJPZLZ�H[�� �
Spelman College, 1949

��� 7HNLZ�MYVT�:HYH�7LUU»Z�ZJYHWIVVR�HSI\T��� ��

65 Sara Penn in Europe, c. 1950s

66 Sara Penn, c. 1950s

67 Sara Penn in Concarneau, France, 1955

69 Sara Penn, 1957

��� 5L^ZWHWLY�JSPWWPUN�HUUV\UJPUN�:HYH�7LUU»Z�
appointment to a national social-work training 
center, c. 1950s

72 Sara Penn at a demonstration as 
photographed for the New York World-
;LSLNYHT and The Sun, 1963

73 Marcia Marcus, Sara, 1965. 18 ! 19 inches.  
Oil, sand, and paper on canvas. Private 
Collection. © Marcia Marcus / Artists Rights 
Society (ARS), New York. Photo: Jen Samet

��� 2UVIRLYY`�PU�[OL�New York Times, 1965.  
Story: Angela Taylor. Photos: Edward Hausner

��� 2UVIRLYY`�JSV[OPUN�SHILS��U�K�

��� 2UVIRLYY`�LU]LSVWL��U�K�

78 Sara Penn and Fumi Schmidt in the  
,HZ[�=PSSHNL�6[OLY, 1968. Story: Dick Preston

��� :HYH�7LUU�HUK�2UVIRLYY`�PU�[OL�Christian 
Science Monitor, 1968. Story: Patricia Sheldon. 
Photos: John Littlewood

��� 2UVIRLYY`�NHYTLU[Z�VU�[OL�JV]LY�HUK�HZ�
editorial feature of the :H[\YKH`�,]LUPUN�7VZ[, 
1968. Story: Maggie Paley. Photos: Charles 
Moore, Jill Krementz

� � )PSS�*\UUPUNOHT�VU�:HYH�7LUU��2UVIRLYY �̀�HUK�
¸;OL�.`WZ`�3VVR¹�PU�[OL�*OPJHNV�;YPI\UL, 1968 

 �� 2UVIRLYY`�PU�H�New York Times story  
�WYPTHYPS`�HIV\[�1VOU�.YLNN�VM�:LYHP�0TWVY[Z���
1968. Story: Angela Taylor

92 Marcia Marcus, Renoir, 1968. 71.75 × 42 inches. 
Oil and silver leaf on canvas.  
Minneapolis Institute of Art, Minneapolis, MN.  
The William Hood Dunwoody Fund, 2018.22.  
© Marcia Marcus / Artists Rights Society  
(ARS), New York 

93 Clippings from Women’s Wear Daily  
and the New York Times on Serai Imports, Ltd., 
letterhead, c. 1969 

 �� 2UVIRLYY`�MHZOPVUZ�VU�[OL�JV]LY�VM� 
Esquire, 1969

 �� *SV[OPUN�I`�2UVIRLYY`�PU�[OL�>HZOPUN[VU� 
Post, 1969. Story: Dorothy Le Sueur.  
Photos: Edward Hardin 

 �� 2UVIRLYY`�PU�[OL�>HZOPUN[VU�7VZ[, 1969.  
Story: Joy Elliott 

���� :HYH�7LUU�HUK�2UVIRLYY`�PU�[OL�New York Post, 
1970. Story: Beverly Solochek.  
Photo: Terence McCarten 

���� 2UVIRLYY`�KLZPNUZ�MLH[\YLK�PU�/HYWLY»Z�)HaHHY, 
c. 1970 

���� :HYH�7LUU�TLU[PVULK�I`�7O`SBSPZD�.HYSHUK�PU� 
Jet, 1970 

���� :HYH�7LUU�TLU[PVULK�I`�1HUL�:[HU[VU�PU�New 
@VYR�4HNHaPUL, 1970 

���� ;VW!�:HYH�7LUU�H[�2UVIRLYY`�VU�[OL�3V^LY�,HZ[�
Side, 1970. Photo: Omar Kharem 
 
Bottom: Sara Penn in her Lower East Side 
apartment, 1971. Photo: Omar Kharem

105 (�+PɈLYLU[�>VTHU�I`�1HUL�/V^HYK� 
(Avon, 1973)

���� *SV[OPUN�I`�2UVIRLYY`�PU�H�=PYNPUPH�:SPTZ�
advertisement, Jet, c. 1975

�� � *SV[OPUN�I`�2UVIRLYY`�PU�H�=PYNPUPH�:SPTZ�
advertisement, Essence, c. 1977

���� 2UVIRLYY`�WYVÄSLK�PU�Women’s Wear Daily  
I`�(UKYt�3LVU�;HSSL �̀�� ���� 
7OV[VZ!�5PJR�4HJOHSHIH�

���� :HYH�7LUU�ILOPUK�[OL�JV\U[LY�H[�2UVIRLYY �̀� 
158 Spring Street, c. 1970s 

���� *VU[HJ[�WYPU[Z�VM�WVY[YHP[Z�[HRLU�H[�2UVIRLYY �̀�
SHILSLK�¸+HU�+H^ZVU���:LYL[�:JV[[���4HYPVU�
3HRL���L[J¹

117 Mailer advertising a holiday display  
of clothing and accessories at the  
Philadelphia Gallery, 1978 

�� � *VYYLZWVUKLUJL�YLNHYKPUN�:HYH�7LUU»Z�SVHU�[V�
African Objects Woven From Plants at the New 
York Botanical Garden, 1978

���� *OPULZL�NHYTLU[�VU�]PL^�V\[ZPKL�2UVIRLYY �̀�
Spring Street, c. 1979. Photo: Wallace Litman

���� ;VW!�2UVIRLYY`�NHYTLU[�PKLU[PÄLK�HZ� 
¸*OPULZL�HIVYPNPUHS�Z[`SL�VM�(MYPJHU�^V]LU� 
& Batik [sicD�¹�� � �

� )V[[VT!�2UVIRLYY`�^PUKV^�H[����� 
Spring Street, n.d.

���� (UUV\UJLTLU[�MVY�2UVIRLYY`»Z�L_OPIP[PVU�VM�
nineteenth- and twentieth-century Chinese 
JVZ[\TLZ�HUK�[L_[PSLZ��HZ�[OL�7LUU�<STLY� 
;L_[PSL�.HSSLY �̀��� �:WYPUN�:[YLL[���� ��

���� ;VW!�1HJRL[�I`�:HYH�7LUU��J��� ��Z

� )V[[VT!�2UVIRLYY`�NHSSLY`�H[� 
109 Spring Street, n.d.

127 Flyer advertising >HSRPUN�>VYRZ�I`� 
:HYH�7LUU��HU�L_OPIP[PVU�H[�[OL�<UPJVYU�.HSSLY �̀�
New York,1981

128 Photographs used to advertise >HSRPUN�>VYRZ 
I`�:HYH�7LUU��J��� ��

130 Sara Penn in the studio of Marcia Marcus, 1981. 
Photos: Marcia Marcus

132 Letter of recommendation from Calvin Klein on 
ILOHSM�VM�:HYH�7LUU�Z\WWVY[PUN�OLY�HWWSPJH[PVU�
for the position of Director of the Museum Shop 
at the Studio Museum in Harlem, 1982 

���� )LHKLK�IHN�I`�:HYH�7LUU�MVY�3LLRHU�+LZPNUZ��
0UJ���JLU[LY�YPNO[���MLH[\YLK�PU�HU�\UPKLU[PÄLK�
fashion magazine, n.d. Photo: Olivieri Toscani

���� 2UVIRLYY`�H[�����>LZ[�)YVHK^H �̀�U�K��

���� ;VW�HUK�IV[[VT!�2UVIRLYY`�H[����� 
West Broadway, n.d. 

138 Olive Wong, n.d.  

�� � )HZRL[Z�MYVT�2UVIRLYY`�PU�HU�\UPKLU[PÄLK�
magazine, 1994 

���� 2UVIRLYY`�PU�[OL�New York Times in 1994, 
shortly after the opening of the TriBeCa location 
PU�+LJLTILY��  ���:[VY`!�+\SJPL�3LPTIHJO�

���� 0UZ[HSSH[PVU�]PL^�VM�+H]PK�/HTTVUZ�L_OPIP[PVU�H[�
2UVIRLYY �̀�����>LZ[�)YVHK^H �̀��  ���*V\Y[LZ`�
the artist. Photo: Erma Estwick 

143 David Hammons, :WP[[PUN�0THNL, installed at 
2UVIRLYY �̀�����>LZ[�)YVHK^H �̀��  ���*V\Y[LZ`�
the artist. Photo: Erma Estwick 

144 David Hammons, *PNHYL[[L�*OHUKLSPLY��HIV]L�� 
and Asia Africa��ILSV^���PUZ[HSSLK�H[�2UVIRLYY �̀�
211 West Broadway, 1994. Courtesy the artist. 
Photo: Erma Estwick 

���� +H]PK�/HTTVUZ�H[�2UVIRLYY �̀�J���  ���
Courtesy the artist

���� ¸+H]PK�/HTTVUZ»�:LJYL[�4HNPJ�:OV �̂¹�
Newsday, 1994. Story: Amei Wallach.  
7OV[VZ!�)Y\JL�.PSILY[

147 “The New, Irreverent Approach to Mounting 
,_OPIP[PVUZ�¹�New York Times, 1995.  
:[VY`!�9VILY[H�:TP[O��7OV[V!�9HJOLS�*VII

148 Sara Penn and David Hammons outside 
2UVIRLYY �̀�����>LZ[�)YVHK^H �̀�U�K�

149 Correspondence from the Walker Art Center 
YLNHYKPUN�H�+H]PK�/HTTVUZ�^VYR�L_OPIP[LK� 
H[�2UVIRLYY`�

���� ;VW�HUK�IV[[VT!�7VZ[JHYK�MVY�.VUH!� 
Medicine Container Culture of Chukunda 
7LVWSL��4VaHTIPX\L�H[�2UVIRLYY �̀� 
211 West Broadway, 1995 

151 Installation view of .VUH�H[�2UVIRLYY �̀� 
211 West Broadway, 1995 

152 Installation view of .VUH�H[�2UVIRLYY �̀� 
211 West Broadway, 1995 

���� 7OV[VJVW`�VM�IYVJO\YL�MVY�.VUH�H[�2UVIRLYY �̀�
211 West Broadway, 1995 

���� :HYH�7LUU���2UVIRLYY`�I\ZPULZZ�JHYK��J���  ��

���� 2UVIRLYY`�IHN�H[�����>LZ[�)YVHK^H �̀�U�K��

159 Futonji postcards with handwritten notes on 
garments on reverse, 1996 

161 Top: Illustrated card with handwritten notes on  
H�2UVIRLYY`�L_OPIP[PVU�VU�YL]LYZL��U�K�

 Bottom: Postcard for (UJLZ[YHS�:WPYP[Z!�.VUH�
4LKPJPUL�*VU[HPULYZ�MYVT�4VaHTIPX\L��
,N\UN\U�.HYTLU[Z�VM�@VY\IH�:VJPL[PLZ at 
2UVIRLYY �̀�����>LZ[�)YVHK^H �̀��  �

163 Flyer for Ancestral Spirits�H[�2UVIRLYY �̀� 
211 West Broadway, 1996

164 Installation view of Ancestral Spirits at 
2UVIRLYY �̀�����>LZ[�)YVHK^H �̀��  �

165 Letter from Sara Penn to Metropolitan  
Home, 1997

���� 2UVIRLYY`�PU�H�New York Times list of sources 
MVY�(ZPHU�[L_[PSLZ���  ��

167 Postcard for�2LU�;PZH!�9\NZ�H[�2UVIRLYY �̀� 
211 West Broadway, 1998

169 Sara Penn and Woodie King, 2003

���� 2UVIRLYY �̀�U�K�

���� 7OV[VNYHWO�VM�2UVIRLYY`�+LYHla coat with 
handwritten notes on reverse, n.d.  

���� 2UVIRLYY`�NHYTLU[��U�K��
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���� 2UVIRLYY`�NHYTLU[�VU�HU�\UPKLU[PÄLK� 
model, n.d.

���� 2UVIRLYY`�NHYTLU[��U�K�

���� 2UVIRLYY`�NHYTLU[��U�K��

���� 2UVIRLYY �̀�U�K��

���� 2UVIRLYY �̀�U�K��

�� � 2UVIRLYY`�NHYTLU[��U�K��

���� ;VW�HUK�IV[[VT!�2UVIRLYY �̀�U�K��

���� ;VW�HUK�IV[[VT!�2UVIRLYY �̀�U�K��

���� ;VW!�2UVIRLYYPL�MYVT�2UVIRLYY �̀�U�K�� 
Collection Ken Tisa. Courtesy Gordon 
9VIPJOH\_��5L^�@VYR��7OV[V!�.YLNVY`�*HYPKLV

� 4PKKSL!�2UVIRLYY`�ULJRSHJL��U�K��*V\Y[LZ`�
.VYKVU�9VIPJOH\_��5L^�@VYR�� 
Photo: Gregory Carideo

� )V[[VT!�1HWHULZL�PUKPNV�[L_[PSLZ��U�K��*V\Y[LZ`�
.VYKVU�9VIPJOH\_��5L^�@VYR�� 
Photo: Gregory Carideo

���� 2UVIRLYYPL�MYVT�2UVIRLYY �̀�U�K��*VSSLJ[PVU�2LU�
;PZH��*V\Y[LZ`�.VYKVU�9VIPJOH\_��5L^�@VYR��
Photo: Gregory Carideo 

���� 2UVIRLYY`�IHN��U�K��*V\Y[LZ`�.VYKVU�
9VIPJOH\_��5L^�@VYR��7OV[ZV!�.YLNVY`�*HYPKLV

���� ;VW�HUK�IV[[VT�YPNO[!�2UVIRLYY`�]LZ[��*VSSLJ[PVU�
9\[O�4HY[LU��*V\Y[LZ`�.VYKVU�9VIPJOH\_�� 
New York. Photo: Gregory Carideo 

� )V[[VT�SLM[!�2UVIRLYY`�IHN��U�K��*V\Y[LZ`�
.VYKVU�9VIPJOH\_��5L^�@VYR�� 
Photo: Gregory Carideo

���� ;L_[PSLZ�MYVT�2UVIRLYY �̀�U�K�

���� ;L_[PSLZ�MYVT�2UVIRLYY �̀�U�K�

���� 2UVIRLYY`�NHYTLU[�VU�HU�\UPKLU[PÄLK� 
model, n.d.

�� � ;VW!�2UVIRLYY`�ULJRSHJL�^P[O�HTILY�ILHKZ��
U�K��:V\YJLK�I`�:HYH�7LUU�HUK�2LU�;PZH"�
JVUZ[Y\J[LK�I`�2LU�;PZH��*V\Y[LZ`�.VYKVU�
9VIPJOH\_��5L^�@VYR��7OV[V!�.YLNVY`�*HYPKLV�

� )V[[VT!�2UVIRLYY`�ULJRSHJL�^P[O�HTILY�ILHKZ��
U�K��:V\YJLK�I`�:HYH�7LUU�HUK�2LU�;PZH"�
JVUZ[Y\J[LK�I`�2LU�;PZH��*V\Y[LZ`�.VYKVU�
9VIPJOH\_��5L^�@VYR��7OV[V!�.YLNVY`�*HYPKLV

 The images collected in this volume primarily 
JVTL�MYVT�:HYH�7LUU»Z�JVSSLJ[PVU�VM�WLYZVUHS�
LWOLTLYH��HUV[OLY�LU]LSVWL�VM�7LUU»Z�
TH[LYPHSZ�ZOHYLK�^P[O�[OL�H\[OVY�I`�9LUVPY�
+HYYL[[��HUK�THU`�NLULYV\Z�JVU[YPI\[PVUZ�MYVT�
those interviewed for this project. As such, it 
YLÅLJ[Z�H�]PL^�VM�7LUU»Z�^VYR�HUK�L_WLYPLUJL�
centered on the materials she herself chose 
to retain throughout her life. A few images (of 
VSKLY�UL^ZWHWLY�JSPWWPUNZ��MVY�L_HTWSL��^LYL�
sourced  in order to support references made 
in the interviews.
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7\ISPZOLK�PU�JVUQ\UJ[PVU� 
^P[O�[OL�L_OPIP[PVU�

 
NILOUFAR EMAMIFAR, SOIL THORNTON,  
AND AN ORAL HISTORY OF KNOBKERRY 

SEPTEMBER 16–DECEMBER 13, 2021
SCULPTURECENTER, NEW YORK

SCULPTURECENTER
SculptureCenter leads the conversation on 
JVU[LTWVYHY`� HY[� I`� Z\WWVY[PUN� HY[PZ[PJ� PUUV]H[PVU� HUK�
PUKLWLUKLU[� [OV\NO[� OPNOSPNO[PUN� ZJ\SW[\YL»Z� ZWLJPÄJ�
potential to change the way we engage with the world. 
7VZP[PVUPUN� HY[PZ[Z»� ^VYR� PU� SHYNLY� J\S[\YHS�� OPZ[VYPJHS��
HUK� HLZ[OL[PJ� JVU[L_[Z�� :J\SW[\YL*LU[LY� KPZJLYUZ� HUK�
PU[LYWYL[Z� LTLYNPUN� PKLHZ�� -V\UKLK�I`� HY[PZ[Z� PU� � ����
SculptureCenter provides an international forum that 
JVUULJ[Z�HY[PZ[Z�HUK�H\KPLUJLZ�I`�WYLZLU[PUN�L_OPIP[PVUZ��
commissioning new work, and generating scholarship.
3LHKLYZOPW�Z\WWVY[�VM�:J\SW[\YL*LU[LY»Z�L_OPIP[PVUZ�HUK�
WYVNYHTZ�PZ�WYV]PKLK�I`�*HYVS�)V]L��1PSS�HUK�7L[LY�2YH\Z��
;OL�7VSSVJR�2YHZULY�-V\UKH[PVU��3LL�,SSPV[[�HUK�9VILY[�
K. Elliott, Eleanor Heyman Propp, Miyoung Lee and Neil 
:PTWRPUZ��HUK�9VILY[�:VYVZ�HUK�1HTPL�:PUNLY�:VYVZ�
:J\SW[\YL*LU[LY»Z�HUU\HS�VWLYH[PUN�Z\WWVY[� PZ�WYV]PKLK�
I`�[OL�,SHPUL�.YHOHT�>LP[aLU�-V\UKH[PVU�MVY�-PUL�(Y[Z"�
[OL�3HTILU[�-V\UKH[PVU�-\UK�VM�;PKLZ�-V\UKH[PVU"�[OL�
(UUH�4HYPH� HUK� :[LWOLU� 2LSSLU� -V\UKH[PVU"� 1HJX\LZ�
3V\PZ�=PKHS"�(��>VVKULY�-\UK"�3PII`�HUK�(KYPHU�,SSPZ"�;OL�
>PSSLT�KL�2VVUPUN�-V\UKH[PVU"�;LPNLY�-V\UKH[PVU"�/LSLU�
-YHURLU[OHSLY� -V\UKH[PVU"� *`� ;̂ VTIS`� -V\UKH[PVU"�
(YPZVU�(Y[Z�-V\UKH[PVU"�W\ISPJ�M\UKZ�MYVT�[OL�5L^�@VYR�
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