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Eric Wesley, New Realistic Figures 
(Sleeping): Michel, 2009/2015, detail.
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Rindon Johnson, If we were 
frightened people we’d think this was 
a little bit scary: Watering flowers coming 
up from the sidewalk you said I could 
stuff some duck sausage in your pita 
pocket. Instead I press 3 fingers to your 
neck while you sound out the letter M. 
Then, O. Honey under your tongue, cane 
or water or cinnamon. Drag your head 
behind you. I cannot accept the bounds 
of what is known. Arise north, I have 
eaten my honeycomb with my honey. Is 
it a pleasure? Some passages elsewhere. 
Is night weather? You’ve captured my 
heart with one bead of your necklace. 
If you come to a place where I cannot see 
you I’ll move so I can see you., Ongoing, 
installation view. 
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Above:	� árbol de la muerte, 2019, 
installation view.

Left:	� ektor garcia, chainmale ano, 
2019, installation view.
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Tony Cokes and Jala Wahid, 
installation view.
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Tony Cokes, Evil.27.Selma, 
2011, installation view.
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Carmen Argote
Cover (for another Island), 2018
Acrylic on muslin, cotton rope, 
metal tags, steel rack 
68.5 × 83 × 18 inches 
(174 × 210.8 × 45.7 cm) 
The Mohn Family Trust

Open, 2018 
Avocado dye with iron and avocado on linen
72 × 84 inches (213.36 × 182.88 cm)
Courtesy the artist and Commonwealth and 
Council, Los Angeles

Tony Cokes
Evil.27.Selma, 2011
Digital video, b/w, stereo 
9:00 minutes 
Courtesy the artist and Greene Naftali, 
New York, Hannah Hoffman, Los Angeles, 
and Electronic Arts Intermix New York

Rafael Domenech
Tactics for a new architecture 
(excerpts from Severo), 2019 
Styrene, 3M adhesive, fluorescent 
light bulbs, vinyl, building 
Dimensions variable

Mandy El-Sayegh
Citadel, 2019 
Stainless steel vitrine table, 
polymer clay, soap labels, glass
33.4 × 7.5 × 9.8 inches 
(85 × 19 × 25 cm)

Estimated at Nineteen, 2019
Latex and mixed media tiles, 
steel tacks 
22.9 × 39.4 inches each (58 × 100 cm) 

Figured Ground: habits, 2019
Newspapers, wheat paste, 
paint, silkscreen 
Dimensions variable

Mole Cricket 19, 2019
Stainless steel vitrine table, polymer clay, 
pigment, cutlery organizer, rubber pumps, 
soap, steel “for sale” sign, glass 
31.1 × 16.1 × 15.7 inches (79 × 41 × 40 cm)
 
Net-Grid Study, 2019 
Oil and mixed media on 
linen in steel artist frame 
63.75 × 59.9 × 2 inches (162 × 152 × 5 cm)

One in Three, 2019
Stainless steel vitrine table, 
steel grill, photograph, soap, glass
30.7 × 10.7 × 8.3 inches (78 × 27 × 21 cm)

Surefire-shut-eye, 2019
Stainless steel vitrine table, latex, 
oatmeal, pigment, newspaper, polymer clay, 
speaker frame, metal handles, 
wooden coaster, voided passport, cork 
tile with drawing in acrylic and biro, 
oil on linen, painting fragment, Vice 
magazines, COS home incense papers, 
silkscreen on cheesecloth, digital print 
on canvas, resin, metal soap grill, 
magnetic coil, cockfight blades, device, 
photograph 
31.5 × 94.75 × 45.25 inches 
(80 × 240.7 × 114.9 cm) 
Commissioned by Chisenhale 
Gallery, London

Courtesy the artist and Lehmann Maupin, 
New York, Hong Kong, and Seoul

Charles Gaines
Numbers and Trees: Central Park 
Series II: Tree #7 Laurel, 2016
Acrylic sheet, acrylic paint, photograph
95 × 126.5 inches (241.3 × 321.3 cm)

Faces 1: Identity Politics, #10, 
Edward Said, 2018  
Acrylic sheet, acrylic paint, 
lacquer, wood 
74 × 59.125 × 5.75 inches 
(188 × 150.2 × 146 cm)

Courtesy the artist and Hauser & Wirth

ektor garcia
alien, 2019
Glazed ceramic 
6 × 16 × 11 inches 
(15.2 × 40.6 × 27.9 cm)

árbol de la muerte, 2019
Glazed ceramic
23.5 × 13 × 13 inches 
(59.7 × 33 × 33 cm)

bound child, 2019
Glazed porcelain, 
leather cord, wood
1.5 × 19 × 7 inches 
(3.8 × 48.3 × 17.8 cm)

ceramic hides, 2019
Glazed ceramic
Dimensions variable

chainmale ano, 2019
Glazed ceramic
2.5 × 11 × 11 inches 
(6.4 × 27.9 × 27.9 cm)

tocado, 2019
Glazed earthenware 
and stoneware, porcelain, cotton
Dimensions variable

vasija oxida, 2019
Glazed ceramic with copper wire
28 × 9 × 9 inches 
(71.1 × 22.9 × 22.9 cm)

Jacqueline Kiyomi Gordon
Noise Blanket, Nos. 11–16, or Everybody’s 
Got Choices, 2019  
Silicone, aluminum, vinyl, yarn, polyester 
filling, speakers, noise file filtered to 
the frequencies subtracted by the acoustics 
of the sculpture 
120 × 120 × 130 inches 
(304.8 × 304.8 × 330.2 cm)

Custom audio processing by 
Jonathan S. Abel at the Center for Computer 
Research in Music and Acoustics (CCRMA), 
Stanford University 

Audio equipment courtesy Meyer Sound, 
Berkeley, CA

Courtesy the artist and 
Empty Gallery, Hong Kong

Tishan Hsu
Heading Through, 1984
Vinyl cement, ceramic tile on wood and 
Styrofoam, steel
39 × 82 × 60 inches (99 × 208 × 152 cm)

Rindon Johnson
A louse and a flea were brewing beer in an 
eggshell. The louse fell in and burnt herself. This 
made the flea weep, which made the door creak, 
which made the broom sweep, which made the 
cart run, which made the ash-heap burn, which 
made the tree shake itself, which made the girl 
break her water-pitcher, which made the spring 
begin to flow. And in the spring’s water everything 
was drowned., Ongoing 
Rawhide, dirt, leaves, water
Dimensions variable
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If we were frightened people we’d think this was 
a little bit scary: Watering flowers coming up from 
the sidewalk you said I could stuff some duck 
sausage in your pita pocket. Instead I press 3 
fingers to your neck while you sound out the letter 
M. Then, O. Honey under your tongue, cane or 
water or cinnamon. Drag your head behind you. 
I cannot accept the bounds of what is known. Arise 
north, I have eaten my honeycomb with my honey. 
Is it a pleasure? Some passages elsewhere. 
Is night weather? You’ve captured my heart with 
one bead of your necklace. If you come to a place 
where I cannot see you I’ll move so I can see you., 
Ongoing 
Leather hide, sun, 35mm slide, slide 
projector, dirt, leaves, bushes, pergola, lily 
pond with lilies 
Dimensions variable

The stage is no place for the riot, 
Ongoing
Rawhide, dirt, water 
Dimensions variable

Why is labor so virtuous when we could have 
this other thing? (A true radical makes nothing.) 
What you choose to reinscribe is a form of previous 
pain brought upon another leave it, leave me 
be. Inscribe. I will not participate. Oops I’m 
participating. We’d be best to go a little too hard. 
(How do I decolonize something I cannot see?) 
Rose says to me as I am leaning half my body out 
the window to look at the dark looming cloud, 
We’ll never know if it’s going to rain until it rains, 
Rin. In Nicaragua they say: The world 
was once destroyed by a deluge. After its 
destruction, the gods created all things afresh., 
Ongoing  
Rawhide, dirt, water, leaves, mold, bungee 
Dimensions variable 

Becket MWN
Paranoid House, 2017
Audio on three portable devices 
22:30 minutes

Voices: Ivan Cheng, Amelia Groom, 
“Justin,” and featuring Jeffrey Babcock

Paranoid House, Moulding (3.0), 2019 
MDF, paint 
14 × 541 × 0.5 inches 
(35.6 × 1,374.1 × 1.3 cm) 

Shahryar Nashat
Psych Twombly, 2017
HD video on monitor, retrofitted cover
39 × 40.9 × 3.5 inches (99 × 104 × 8.9 cm)
4:44 minutes, silent loop 
Beth Rudin DeWoody

Michael Queenland
Rudy’s Ramp of Remainders (group 2), 2012
Polyurethane-injected latex balloons, 
concave surveillance mirror, metal bowl, 
pipe coupling  
Dimensions variable

Rudy’s Ramp of Remainders 
(loner ramp), 2012
Polyurethane-injected latex balloon, 
New York Times newspaper 
23 × 23 × 14 inches 
(58.4 × 58.4 × 35.6 cm)

Rudy’s Ramp of Remainders 
(RRR-1-XL-CLR- BLK-CLN-UP- 
WINDOW-1CT), 2012/2019 
Clear drum liner trash bag, 
contractor clean-up bag, duct tape
35.75 × 53.9 inches (90.8 × 136.9 cm) 

Rudy’s Ramp of Remainders 
(RRR-2-XL-CLR-BLK-CLN-UP- 
WHEATIES-4CT), 2012/2019
Clear drum liner trash bag, 
contractor clean-up bag
35.75 × 53.9 inches (90.8 × 136.9 cm)

Courtesy the artist and 
Kristina Kite Gallery, Los Angeles

Johanna Unzueta
Gravity & Grace, 2019
Oil stick pastel, charcoal, upcycled 
cotton rope (courtesy The New Denim Project), 
beetroot–dyed rope, iron, nails
20 × 30.3 × 1 feet (6.1 × 9.2 × 0.3 m)

Eric Wesley
New Realistic Figures 
(Sleeping): Gilles, 2009/2015 
Paint and plastic on stained 
maple pedestal
Figure: 3.5 × 8.5 × 14 inches 
(8.9 × 21.6 × 35.6 cm)
Pedestal: 56 × 11.5 × 11.5 inches 
(142.2 × 29.2 × 29.2 cm)

New Realistic Figures 
(Sleeping): Jean, 2009/2015
Paint and plastic on stained 
maple pedestal
Figure: 4.75 × 14 × 14.25 inches 
(12.1 × 35.6 × 36.2 cm)
Pedestal: 56 × 11.5 × 11.5 inches  
142.2 × 29.2 × 29.2 cm)

New Realistic Figures 
(Sleeping): Michel, 2009/2015
Paint and plastic on stained 
maple pedestal
Figure: 3.5 × 8.75 × 18 inches 
(8.9 × 22.2 × 45.7 cm)
Pedestal: 56 × 11.5 × 11.5 inches 
(142.2 × 29.2 × 29.2 cm)

New Realistic Figures 
(Sleeping): Plato, 2015
Faux marble and bronze on 
stained maple pedestal
Figure: 3.75 × 9 × 16 inches 
(9.5 × 22.9 × 40.6 cm)
Pedestal: 56 × 11.5 × 11.5 inches 
(142.2 × 29.2 × 29.2 cm)

Inch-Alota I, 2015
Stained glass, lead, painted steel
94 × 75 inches (239 × 193 cm)

Inch-Alota II, 2015
Stained glass, lead, painted steel 
94 × 76 inches (239 × 193 cm)

New Realistic Figures 
(Sleeping): Confucius, 2015
Faux marble and bronze on stained 
maple pedestal
Figure: 3.5 × 9.5 × 13.25 inches 
(8.9 × 24.1 × 33.7 cm)
Pedestal: 56 × 11.5 × 11.5 inches 
(142.2 × 29.2 × 29.2 cm)

Courtesy the artist and 
Bortolami, New York

Jala Wahid
Red Forever Approaching 
Obsidian II, 2019
Jesmonite, latex
19 × 39 × 35 inches  
(48.3 × 99 × 88.9 cm) 
Dr. Michael I. Jacobs

Riet Wijnen
Sculpture Sixteen Conversations 
on Abstraction, 2016 – ongoing
Wood and paint
Dimensions variable

Except where noted, all works 
courtesy the artists.
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Searching the Sky for Rain is curated by Sohrab 
Mohebbi, Curator, with Kyle Dancewicz, Director 
of Exhibitions and Programs.

Searching the Sky for Rain is made possible with 
financial support from the Mondriaan Fund, 
the public cultural funding organization focusing 
on visual arts and cultural heritage. Additional 
support is provided as part of the Dutch Culture 
USA program by the Consulate General of the 
Netherlands in New York.

Lead underwriting support of SculptureCenter’s 
Exhibition Fund has been generously provided 
by the Kraus Family Foundation with additional 
support by Toby Devan Lewis. SculptureCenter’s 
programs and operations are provided by the 
Lambent Foundation Fund of Tides Foundation; 
public funds from the New York City Department 
of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the City 
Council; the New York State Council on the Arts 
with the support of Governor Andrew M. Cuomo 
and the New York State Legislature; and the 
National Endowment for the Arts.

An early draft of the essay that appears in 
this catalog was written during a residency at the 
Rauschenberg Foundation in Captiva, Florida. 
Parts were developed for lectures at the Tyler 
School of Art, thanks to C.T. Jasper; the School 
of the Art Institute of Chicago, thanks to Lan 
Tuazon; and Virginia Commonwealth University 
School of the Arts, thanks to my dear friend 
Cara Benedetto. Ever grateful to Bruce Hainley 
for taking the time to read an early draft and 
for his invaluable comments and critique. Thank 
you Julie Mehretu for conversations.

Grateful to all the artists who agreed to 
participate in this exhibition.
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